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In 1945 Britain was victorious but exhausted, trying to project power
worldwide and establish the“Welfare State” at home. In 2010 the UK is a
medium ranking European power heavily engaged in military operations
overseas, pulled between the US and the EU, a major financial and media
centre and committed to testing targets to reduce its carbon dioxide
contribution to global warming. The course aims to analyse the transition
with an emphasis on international themes, through lectures, discussion
readings of selected texts and short presentations by students.
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1 Students can improve their
aural comprehension by
listening to lectures and
asking questions,
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2 Students can understand the
recurring themes in modern
British history by linking
content of individual lectures
and their reading to longer
running trends
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3 Students learn to analyze

source documents and to

consider the standpoint of
secondary works
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4 Students gain confidence in
putting their own point of
view in English and
questioning the views of
others
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5 Students learn how to plan a
short term-—paper, paying due
attention to the availability of
resources and deliver a well
organized and coherent
product for one on one
discussion with the lecturer,
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6 Students can develop an
understanding of some of the
major issues of our time such
as the financial crisis,
engagement with the Islamic
world, global warming etc
through the study of British
policy
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1| 09/13 | A New Beginning: the post—war Labour
government and the welfare state, How much
remains?
2 | 09/20 | A threatening neighbour: the Soviet threat and
nuclear deterrence
3 | 09727 | The end of Empire: the Suez crisis and the limits
to independence
4 | 10/04 | The discovery of Europe: a frustrating courtship.
5 | 10/11 | Margaret Thatcher: Britain's Cultural Revolution,
6 | 10/18 | The lion still has teeth: the Falkland's war
7 | 10/25 | Standing up to the Russians: the Greenham
Common protests and the
8 | 11/01 | Troubles with Europe; Euro scepticism and the
withdrawal from the Exchange Rate Mechanism
9 | 11/08 | The world comes to Britain: immigration and the
social consequences,
10 | 11/15 | The UK, China and Hong Kong: redeeming history
with a poor set of cards,
11 | 11/22 | Delusions of grandeur: military overstretch in Iraq
12 | 1129 | Afghanistan; the dry quagmire
13 | 12/06 | London as a financial hub; the big bang and
competition with New York, The 2008 crisis and its
consequences
14 | 12/13 | Calling the government to account; the role of the

British Broadcasting Corporation in biting the hand
that feeds it.




15 | 12/20 | The Monarchy: where its coming from and where it
is going?

16 | 1227 | Global enthusiasms: the environment, human rights
and the campaign against corruption,

17 | 01/03 | Global necessities: energy planning as the oil runs
out,

18 | 01/10 | A little local difficulty : the financial tsunami and
the future of everything,
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1.A History of Modern Britain, Andrew Marr, Macmillan 2007,

2. Britain since 1945 A Political Survey, David Childs 6th Edition. Taylor
&amp;amp; Francis Ltd.

3. Austerity Britain, 1945-51 David Kynaston, Bloomsbury, 2007

4, Bloody Foreigners: the story of immigration to Britain, Robert Winder,
Publisher: Little, Brown; 2004

5. The Cold War: a Very Short Introduction. Robert J. MacMahon. Oxford
University Press ,2003
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