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This course provides training in the use of cultural theory and practical
skills for conducting research according to current academic standards,
Application of selected major concepts in cultural theory will be required.
An overview of the research process from the initial idea to the final
written presentation will be examined in detail. Students will focus their
research on non-narrative primary sources (short lyrical writing is
preferred), forcing themselves to de— and re-narrativize their analysis and
writing.
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theory and write research
papers,
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1 | 09/13 | Introduction to course; the role of literary and Each week additional
cultural theory in research in the humanities; readings and

choosing a research project; have read Lester ch. 1 assignments will be
announced,




09720

Fine—tuning themes for first paper; have read
Lester ch. 2; discuss methodology (useful terms:
intertextuality, discourse, irony)

09/27

Have read sample research essay; have read Lester
ch. 14 (MLA Style); discuss methodology (cultural
studies)

10/04

Bring outline and first paragraph of first paper;
have read Lester ch, 11 (MLA in-text citations);
discuss methodology (cultural studies)

10/11

Discuss methodology (cultural studies); have read
Lester ch. 3 ("Organizing Ideas and Setting Goals")

Each week, also, bring
an updated version of
the paper in progress,
applying what you
learned the previous
week,

10/18

Creating a literature review,; have read Lester ch, 4
(gathering online sources); discuss methodology
(cultural studies)

10/25

Bring draft of first paper for peer review; have
read Lester ch. 7 (using library sources); discuss
methodology (cultural studies)

11/01

Bring draft for second peer review; more on using
library databases and sources; discuss methodology
(psychoanalytic approaches)

11/08

Introduce final paper parameters; have read Lester
ch. 6 (using field research and historical materials);
discuss methodology (psychoanalytic approaches)

10

11/15

Study week

11

11/22

Turn in final draft of first paper; bring outline and
first paragraph of final paper; have read Lester ch,
9 (keeping notes, creating an outline); discuss
methodology (psychoanalytic approaches); begin
literature review

12

11/29

Bring literature review and notes etc, for final
paper; have read Lester ch. 8 (analyzing and
annotating sources); discuss methodology
(psychoanalytic approaches)

13

12/06

Bring rough draft of final paper for peer review,
have read Lester ch. 7 (avoiding plagiarism); discuss
methodology (useful terms from postcolonial studies)

14

12/13

Have read Lester ch. 10 (maintaining a academic
voice and style); discuss methodology (useful terms
from gender studies)

15

12/20

Bring draft for second peer review; have read
Lester ch, 12 (situating the introduction and
conclusion); discuss methodology (Zizek as an
example of how to mix cultural studies and
psychoanalytic [Lacanian]| approaches)

16

12/27

Bring questions on presenting in academic settings
(discuss ecological conference); have read Lester ch.
13 (on revision); discuss methodology (how to be
yourself: don't sell out, be eclectic)




17 | 01/03 | Present final papers in academic conference format,
18 | 01/10 | Study week (turn in final papers)

‘ Attendance is mandatory. Students more than 5 minutes late to class receive
% P a zero for all activities that day (are marked as absent). Students missing
;1% £ 18 | three classes automatically fail the class.
KEXAE | T #EA

James D, Lester, Writing Research Papers, 13th ed. (available at campus

ot kA bookstore).
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