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patterns in SF films,

In this survey of science fiction film we view films and clips from films to
analyze cultural antagonisms reflected in the films, social issues defining the
period. Essays on science fiction and related film theory will be studied and
made available in a course handbook. The focus of the course will be on
issues in science fiction as a genre and historically, with emphasis on
explorations of the effects of technology on the individual and society;
post—apocalyptic films; visions of the future in film and TV; and narrative
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1 To learn to analyze the C5 ABCDE
conventions used in science
fiction films and to recognize
the subtexts,

2 To become critical of media C5 ABCDE
in general, understand the
ideological uses of film and
television in our societies,

3 To write an original critique Cc6 ABCDE
comparing two SF films not
covered in the class,
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1 | 09/13 | Introduction., Overview of history of SF (Sci-Fi) film | Various reading
assignments will be
announced in class
and made available in
a course handbook or
online,




2 | 09/20 | Robots and Cyborg Dystopias: Have read: Isaac
Asimov, from I, Robot (1950). View films/clips: I,
Robot (2004), Bicentennial Man (1999), Wall-e
(2008)

3 | 09/27 | Science and Science Fiction Issues Facing Us Today:
Where might genetic engineering lead?
Preview/clips: Gattaca +4#—% (1997)

4 | 10/04 | Capitalism and Technology: Where is it leading us?
Philip K. Dick, from Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep? Clips from Blade Runner (1982)

5 | 10/11 | Science Fiction as Ideological Critique and Allegory:
View clips from various Invasion of the Body
Snatchers films (1956 and 1978), other films,

6 | 10/18 | Cyberpunk: View: The Matrix (B & 4£#%, film, 1999)

7 | 10/25 | What is the posthugnan? T he“ singularitxy? Have
read: Vernor Vinge's essay, Singularity (1993)
View clips: The Terminator (1984), Terminator:
The Sarah Connor Chronicles (TV series,
2008-2009)

8 | 11/01 | Alien Slime: The Alien series of films., Read: Zizek,
Lacanian interpretation of Alien (excerpts). View
film: Alien (1979)

9 | 11/08 | After the Apocalypse: View clips: Omega Man
(1973) and I Am Legend (2007)

10 | 11/15 | BAF FRA

11 | 11/22 | Discussion of final papers. Environmental Issues in
SF Film View clips: Silent Running (1972) and
Soylent Green (1973), others

12 | 11/29 | War and Colonialism: Avatar (2009), others

13 | 12/06 | The Star Trek Future(s): View clips from TV series
and recent film: Star Trek (2009)

14 | 12/13 | Gender Dystopias: Margaret Atwood, from The
Handmaid’s Tale (1985) View clips: The Handmaid's
Tale (1990), The Stepford Wives (1975)

15 | 1220 | Gendered SF: View clips: A Boy and his Dog
(1975), Barbarella (1968), AntiChris @ (2009)

16 | 12/27 | Controlled Dystopic Futures George Lucas THX 1138
(1971)

17 | 01/03 | The Reshaping of SF Film in the late 1970s: View
clips: Star Wars (1977), others

18 | 01/10 | AR F XA
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There are no make—up exams in this course; both exams are during
midterm and finals weeks. Be sure to include Chinese name and student
number on exams and paper (presented at end of semester). Although I do
not take attendance, students who do not attend class tend to have a
difficult time passing the class. Exam questions are based on in-—class
discussion, thus generic and online sources will be of little help to students
without understanding of our ongoing class discussion., Essay exam answers
which do not directly answer the question but rather give vague, general
answers will receive low scores. Research papers which cut and paste online
sources receive failing grades (depending on the severity, between 0 and 50
points). Papers carefully written in the student’s voices receive high scores.
Always provide citations for your sources and include a “Works Cited” page
at the end of your papers,

ER, ®"RK

ERaEi= SR

29

\\\?{r
<l
bull'y
Sher

%ggi B (AP g % 3 TR F e (PR 2 SRR
L SR E T % @MTHELE 350 % @MRFALE 350 %
-
THEE | efrgAs: 300 %
T | et () %

"k#3d 4§32 k5 #u http://info.ais. tku. edu. tw/csp 2 d %% /ie
B F (fx :http://www. acad. tku. edu. tw/index. asp/) &Ki+F " #F+F

2 % . , ~
Ao e B S A

MW RFEDFTL cFRYIERPE » A PER A FE ULGE o

TGFXBOF0865 0A $4F /£ 4F 2010/9/20  11:18:46




