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SELECTIONS FROM ENGLISH DRAMA
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This course approaches drama in part from the perspective of a playwright
or director, as if we were writing and producing the plays we read and
assessing the structure, social context, and how it might be performed in
Taiwan today. While this is primarily a literature class focused on reading
texts, as you read it is important to imagine how the plays might be
produced and acted, the best lighting and music for a scene, the best
choreography and bodily movements, and so on,
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1 To learn to analyze plays in C5 ABCDFGH
a variety of contexts and see
multiple dramatic possibilities,

2 To become familiar with C5 ABCDFGH
drama of the modern world
performed primarily in
English.

3 To learn through practice in P6 ABCDFH
conceiving and performing a
short play.
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1 | 09/13 | Introduction to course; form groups, practice reading
Duck Variations

2 | 09/20 | In—class group reading: Duck Variations

3 | 09/27 | More student readings: Duck Variations; Mr
Happiness

4 | 10/04 | More student readings: Mr Happiness; What I
Meant Was; Sure Thing

5| 10/11 Lajos“Egri, T k},e Art of Dramatic Writing — Chapter
One, Premise

6 | 10/18 | Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire

7 | 10/25 | Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire

8 | 11/01 | Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire

9 | 11/08 | Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire

10 | 11/15 | BAF FRA

11 | 11/22 | George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion (view film)

12 | 11729 | George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion - discussion and
analysis

13 | 12/06 | Dario Fo's We Won't Pay!

14 | 12/13 | Dario Fo's We Won't Pay!

15 | 12/20 | Student Presentations

16 | 12/27 | Student Presentations

17 | 01/03 | Student Presentations

18 | 01/10 | BAKRFH KA

) One group project is required: students will write and perform an original
2 P play. For students interested in developing research skills, a presentation of
AR ETR a research paper remains an option.

There are no make—up exams in this course; both exams are during
midterm and finals weeks., Be sure to include Chinese name and student
number on exams and paper (presented at end of semester). Although I do
not take attendance, students who do not attend class tend to have a
difficult time passing the class. Exam questions are based on in-class
discussion, thus generic and online sources will be of little help to students
without understanding of our ongoing class discussion., Essay exam answers
which do not directly answer the question but rather give vague, general
answers will receive low scores. The course schedule may be adjusted as
needed.
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