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Methodology & Decision-Making Process of U.S. Policy Toward China and Taiwan 

Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen

Course Description

The main goal of this course is to provide students with methodology and instruments in the analysis on the decision-making process of US policy toward China and Taiwan, focusing on Rational Actor Model, Organization Behavioral Model, and Organization Behavioral Model and related political and international relations theories. Methodology will be offered during the two semesters so that students can learn how to write readable term paper. 

It is expected that students of these two sequential courses will be able to develop a creative and independent way of thinking in their future studies. Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 

Paper Requirements
One 20~30-page double-spaced English paper 

Grades: Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
Course Requirements and Grading

1. Weekly Classroom Discussion (20%)

2. Mid-Term Exam (20%)

3. Term Paper Presentation (20%)

4. Final Exam (40%)

Recommendations:

Those students who are interested in international relations (IR) theories and American foreign policy are strongly encouraged to take American Foreign Policy (Spring 2010 and Fall 2010 ). 

Besides, if you students are not aware of American political system very well, you’d better take my course of Methodology & American Governance (Fall 2010)

Neoliberal institutionalism, constructivism, the debates between the three “isms”, international political economy (IPE), international cooperation theory, international organizations, and international regimes will be discussed in my another sequential course of Methodology & American Hegemonic leadership in the Age of Globalization (Spring 2010 & Fall 2010).

1. Rational Actor Model I

Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999) (RAM only)

2. Rational Actor Model II

J. David Singer, “The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations,” in James N. Rosenau, ed. International Politics and Foreign Policy (Reading it with Allison’s RAM)

3. Rational Actor Model III 

Paul Anderson, “What Do Decision Makers Do When They Make A Foreign Policy Decision?” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy with RAM

4. Rational Actor Model IV

J. David Singer, “The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations,” in James N. Rosenau, ed. International Politics and Foreign Policy(Reading it with Allison’s RAM)

5. Rational Actor Model V

“Role Theory and the Origins of Foreign Policy,” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy (Reading it with Allison’s RAM)

6. Organization Behavioral Model I 

Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999) (OBM only)

7. Organization Behavioral Model II 

Charles Kegley, “Decision Regimes and the Comparative Study of Foreign Policy,” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy (Reading it with Allison’s OBM)

8. Organization Behavioral Model III

Margaret Hermann et al, “How Decision Units Shape Foreign Policy Behavior,” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy (Reading it with Allison’s OBM)

9. Governmental Politics Model I

Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999) (GPM only) (Reading it with Allison’s GPM)

10. Mid-term Exam

11. Governmental Politics Model II (Discussion of Term Paper Topic and Methodology I) 

Morton Halperin, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy (Reading it with Allison’s GPM)

12. Governmental Politics Model GPM III (Discussion of Term Paper Topic and Methodology II)

Roger Hilsman, The Politics of Foreign Policy Making in Defense and Foreign Affairs (Reading it with Allison’s GPM)

13. Discussion of Term Paper Prospectus and Methodology I

14. Discussion of Term Paper Prospectus and Methodology II

15. Dilemma in the Decision-Making Process

Robert A. Strong, Decisions and Dilemma

16. Leader’s Decision-Making Model 

Alexander George, Presidential Decision-Making in Foreign Policy

(Reading it with Allison’s GPM)

17. Comments on Term Papers

18. Final Exam
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