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English Conversation / 英語會話
Tuesday 2:10pm to 4:00pm

Teacher: Iain Brown (包俊傑)

Textbook: Top Notch 3, by Joan Saslow and Allen Ascher. There will be an additional textbook from Waseda University, for the Distance Learning program—that book will be sent to the students as a PDF.
Goal: the course will help the students improve their English communication skills, with emphasis on speaking and listening. There will also be some reading and writing, but those two skills are less important for the purposes of this course.


The first half of the semester will be devoted mainly to the textbook; the second half will focus on a distance learning program with Waseda University in Japan.

Grading:  (subject to change—further details to be announced)

· Participation and attendance: 30% 

· TA and separate test component: 30%

· Assignments and homework: 20%

· Midterm conversation exam: 20% (for the moment I’m assuming there will be no final exam, because the second half of the semester will be mainly devoted to online sessions with Waseda University).

Important rules (with more to follow once the semester begins):
· Any plagiarism on an assignment will result in a score of zero for that assignment.

· If you miss more than 6 class hours, that's it—you fail. If you have a good reason to be absent, of course talk to me about it and everything will [probably] be fine.
Schedule (subject to change, since I don’t yet know the details from Waseda University)
	Week
	Date
	Content

	1
	Feb. 23
	Introduction and orientation.

	2
	March 2
	Unit 6, Animals

	3
	March 9
	Unit 6 continued

	4
	March 12
	Unit 6 continued

	5
	March 23
	Unit 7, Advertising and Consumers

	6
	March 30
	Unit 7 continued

	7
	April 6
	Unit 7 continued

	8
	April 13
	Unit 7 continued

	9
	April 20
	Midterm exam interviews

	10
	April 27
	Midterm exam week: no class for this course.

	11
	May 4
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	12
	May 11
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	13
	May 18
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	14
	May 25
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	15
	June 1
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	16
	June 8
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	17
	June 12
	Waseda Distance Learning component

	18
	June 22
	Final exam week: no class for this course.


