Last update: 18 June 2010
1. SEE FINAL WRITING TASK ASSIGNMENT (No. 4) ON PAGE 8. 

PLEASE TURN IN YOUR WRITING ASSIGNMENT TO ME NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY 25 JUNE (WEEK 18).　I will be in my office
during my regular office hours, 4-6 pm. If you cannot bring your assignment to me in person, please leave it in my mailbox in the English Department. If you need to telephone me, my extension is 2028.

2. OFFICE HOURS CHANGES IN WEEK 17
Monday 14 June and Tuesday 15 June changed to Thursday 17 June 10 am-3pm 

Friday 18 June 4-6 pm changed to Monday 21 June 4-6 pm (Week 18)
:
SYLLABUS for Spring Semester, 2010

Class: 


Composition I for Freshmen
Class meeting times: 
Friday 10:10 am-12:00 pm
Class location:

Room 604, Ching-shen Memorial Building (T)
Office location:

Room FL710, Foreign Languages and Literatures 





Building (FL)
Office hours:

Monday 2-5 pm, Tuesday 11 am-1pm, 

Friday 4-6 pm, and by appointment

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph
Assigned text:
Folse, K. S., Muchmore-Vokoun, A., and Solomon, E. V. Great Paragraphs. 2nd ed. Boston, Massachusetts: Heinle, Cengage Learning, 2004.

Supplementary text:
Hewings, M., Advanced Grammar in Use. 2nd ed. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge UP, 2005.

Assignments/grading: 
Writing Task No. 1 (15%)

Writing Task No. 2 (25%)

Writing Task No. 3(15%)

Writing Task No. 4 (25%)

Attendance/class participation/quizzes (20%)

OBJECTIVES

We will continue the work that we embarked on in the first semester (Fall Semester 2009). Our primary goal is to be able to identify and use four kinds of sentences in constructing four different kinds of arguments. 

The four kinds of sentences we will focus on are known as simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences. 

The four kinds of arguments we will learn about and practice writing are known as process-analysis, descriptive, opinion, and narrative arguments.
SCHEDULE

Week 1 / February 26
Unit 7, “Process Analysis Paragraphs,”

Great Paragraphs (GP)
Week 2 / March 5

Work on your own or in pairs and complete Activity 1, pages 115-116.

Week 3 / March 12
cont. Unit 7, Activities 2-4, pages 116-118

Week 4 / March 19
cont. Unit 7, Activities 5-6, pages 119-120.
Complete Activity 7, page 121.

Topic: How to reduce global warming.
This activity is the basis for the first writing task. If you do not complete this writing task in class, please finish this at home and bring it to class next week. 

Week 5 / March 26
Writing Task No. 1 due (15%)




Oral delivery of Writing Task No. 1





* Time permitting, Unit 7, Activity 8 (Peer Editing) 
Homework: Read pages 122-129 and complete Activities 1-3, pages 124-129.

Week 6 / April 2
Reminder: turn in your writing assignment task no. 1 if you did not turn this assignment in, in Week 5.

Unit 8, “Descriptive Paragraphs,” GP
Homework: Complete Activities 4 to 7, and Activity 9, pages 131-136.
Week 7 / April 9
Spring Break – find a brief summary in English of the film God Man Dog on a website (such as Wikipedia.com). Write down (in English) the names and roles of the main characters. 
Week 8 / April 16

Film: God Man Dog 
Week 9 / April 23

cont. film: God Man Dog (dir. Singing Chen) (2007)
Week 10 / April 30
Mid-Semester exam week/no class
Writing Task No. 2 due (25%)
Week 11 / May 7

Unit 9, “Opinion Paragraphs,” GP





Activities 1-3, pages 146-153;

“Language focus,” pages 153-155
Week 12 / May 14
cont. Unit 9. 
Complete Unit 9, Activities 4-6, pages 156-158

Week 13 / May 21

cont. Unit 9. 

In class: review homework (Unit 9, Activities 1-3, pages 146-153; “Language focus,” pages 153-155).

In class: Complete Unit 9 Activities 4-6

Homework: see Activity 7, page 159. The third writing task assignment is based on this activity. Read the instructions on page 6 of this syllabus and bring your writing task to class next week, Week 14.
Week 14 / May 28

Writing Task No. 3 due (15%)




Oral delivery of Writing Task No. 3

Oral presenters: Gary, Jasmine, Shelley, Fion, Gina, Beverly, Olivo.

Unit 10, “Narrative Paragraphs,” GP.
In class: Activity 1 (pages 160-168)

Homework: Complete Unit 10, Activity 1, Paragraph 71 (pages 166-168). Complete Activities 2, 3, and 4 (pages 168-170)
Week 15 / June 4

Unit 10, “Narrative Paragraphs,” GP.




Review of homework.




In class: Language Focus (page 171); Activities 5-6.

Week 16 / June 11

Film: After This Our Exile (dir. Patrick Tam) (2006)

Week 17/ June 18 
cont. Film: After This Our Exile (dir. Patrick Tam) (2006)

Week 18 / June 25

Final Semester exam week/no class
Writing Task No. 4 due (25%)

Writing Task No. 1 (15%)
A Process Paragraph
Write a paragraph that gives some simple advice to your friends, family, and peers about practical steps or actions that we can take in our everyday lives to reduce global warming. Make sure to include the following:

i) a brief definition (one or two sentences at most) of

 the term “global warming” (2 points)

i) imperative verbs (3 points)

ii) two compound sentences (using for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so) (6 points)
iii) a compound-complex sentence (3 points)

iv) a possessive adjective*  (see Unit 7, p. 120) (1 point)

Minimum word count: 150

Due date: March 26
Writing Task No. 2 (25%)
A Description
Write a paragraph that describes one of the main characters in the film God Man Dog. Make sure to include the following:
i)
the name of the actor (spell this in English and in Chinese characters) and the name of the character (spell this in English and in Chinese characters) that he or she plays (2 points)

ii)
adjectives that convey negative and positive meanings

(8 points)
iii)     two compound sentences (using for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so)

(8 points)
iv)
two complex sentences (4 points)
v)
a compound-complex sentence (3 points) 
Minimum word count: 150

Due date: 30 April
Writing Task No. 3 (15%)
An Opinion

Write a paragraph that gives your opinion about the film God Man Dog. Make sure to include the following:
i) a topic sentence that clearly expresses your opinion (3)

ii) three reasons in support of your opinion (3)

iii) three facts about the film or about the characters and events in the film (3)

iv) three complex sentences (3)

v) three compound-complex sentences (3)

Minimum word count: 150

Due date: 28 May
Sample essay that received a grade of 15/15 (100%):

The film God Man Dog is composed of three story lines, which all have something to do with religion [COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 1] Ching is a young married woman who leads a rich life but who is unhappy because of her strained relations with her husband. [COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 2] 
After her baby’s death, she becomes silent and she changes her religion from Buddhism to Christianity, which greatly annoys her husband. [COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 1] The character Bing prays to God to overcome his alcoholism but this does not work and makes him doubt the existence of God. [COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 3] He wants to commit suicide after a terrible car accident but he changes his mind upon seeing the Buddhist statue on Bull’s truck. [COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 2] Bull, whose full name is Yellow Bull, is a hard-working man and he travels to religious festivals to collect Buddhist statures and repair them in the hopes of being able to buy an artificial leg that will fit better than the one he has. [COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE NO. 3] In my opinion, God Man Dog is a deep and inspiring film because it leads people to think about the relation between people and religion rather than about  which religion is better to believe in. [TOPIC SENTENCE]

* Underlined sentences = reasons in support of topic sentence and/or facts about characters and scenes [6 points]

Writing Task No. 4 (25%)
A Narrative Paragraph
Write a paragraph that tells the story of the film 
After This Our Exile. Make sure to include the following:
i) a strong topic sentence (2)

ii) narration of beginning, middle, and concluding events (3)

iii) adjectives that describe characters and scenes in the film, including three adjectives ending in –ed or –ing (6)
iv) two complex sentences (6)

v) two compound-complex sentences (8)

Minimum word count: 150

Due date: Friday, 25 June

Notes on simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences
A simple sentence, also called an independent clause, contains a subject and a verb, and it expresses a complete thought. E.g. Taiwan [subject] has [verb] several nuclear reactors.
A compound sentence is two or more independent clauses joined together. One way to join independent clauses is to use a coordinator: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. (Helpful hint: the first letter of each of these coordinators spells “FANBOYS.”) E.g. Discrimination against indigenous people in Australia is not permitted under government laws yet it continues to occur.
A complex sentence i) contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. A dependent clause often uses a subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which. 
E.g. The conference will be attended by Peter Singer, who is a key figure in the movement of animal rights. 

Independent clause: the conference will be attended by Peter Singer

Dependent clause: who is a key figure in the movement of animal rights

A compound-complex sentence has at least three clauses, at least two of which are independent. 
E.g. After World War II, Taiwan was able to prosper and it is now one of the strongest economies in the world.

Independent clauses:
i) Taiwan was able to prosper
ii) it is now one of the strongest economies in the world
Dependent clause:
after World War II
QUIZ 1- Simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences
from page 110 (Unit 7) of Great Paragraphs
Sentence 1. 
The topic of this paragraph is a popular Mexican dish.
Sentence 2. 
People have to be careful when they eat this food.

Sentence 3.
As you raise the taco, slowly turn your head toward it and position your head at a twenty-degree angle.

1. The first sentence is a

a. simple sentence.
b. compound sentence.
c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.
2. The second sentence is a 

a. simple sentence.
b. compound sentence.
c. complex sentence.
d. compound-complex sentence.
3. The third sentence is a 
a. simple sentence

b. compound sentence.
c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.
4. Which of the following clauses is an independent clause?

a. people have to be careful
b. when they eat this food
c. because it can be messy

5. In the third sentence at least two of the clauses are
a. compound clauses.

b. complex clauses.

c. dependent clauses.

d. independent clauses.
6. Which of the following is a dependent clause?

a. as you raise the taco

b. slowly turn your head toward it

c. position your head at a twenty-degree angle

Note: the word as in as you raise the taco is similar to the word when. These words are called subordinators and they are found in dependent clauses.

QUIZ 2 - Simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences
Adapted from sentences on page 116 (Unit 7) of Great Paragraphs.
Sentence 1.
Serving in tennis is quite easy.

Sentence 2.
Toss the ball into the air. 

Sentence 3.
Move your racket behind your shoulder with your other hand so (that) your elbow is pointed at the sky.

Sentence 4. 
Hit the ball.

Sentence 5. 
After you hit the ball, continue swinging your racket down and swing it across 

the front of your body.

Sentence 6. 
After you have completed the serve, your racket should be near your knee.

1. Sentence 1 is a

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

2. Sentence 2 is a 

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

3. Sentence 3 is a 

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

4. Sentence 4 is a 

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

5. Sentence 5 is a 

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

6. Sentence 6 is a 

a. simple sentence.

b. compound sentence.

c. complex sentence.

d. compound-complex sentence.

Answer key:

Quiz 1: 1a, 2c, 3d, 4a, 5d, 6a

Quiz 2: 1a, 2a, 3c, 4a, 5d, 6c.
1

