Last update: 22 June 2010. 

1. Final Exam posted. See end of this document.

2.  RESPONSES TO FINAL EXAM ESSAY QUESTION (10%)  MUST BE TURNED IN AS HARD COPIES.  NO EMAILED RESPONSES WILL BE ACCEPTED.
SYLLABUS for Semester 2 (Spring 2010)

*Please note: the syllabus will be updated and added to as the semester progresses.
Class: 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY

Class meeting times: 
Friday 1:10-3:00 p.m.
Class location:

Room B507, Business Building (B)

Office location: 

Room FL710, Foreign Languages and Literatures 





Building (FL)

Office hours:

Monday 2-5 pm, Tuesday 11 am-1 pm, 

Friday 4-6 pm, and by appointment

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph

Required texts:
Hamilton, Edith. Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes (reference text)
*Racine, Jean. Phedre. Trans. by Ted Hughes

*Renault, Mary. The Bull from the Sea.
Assignments/grading: 
Oral/written presentation (25%)


Class attendance/participation (25%)


Mid-semester exam (25%)

Final semester exam (25%)
Course Objectives

The primary purpose of the course is a general introduction to some of the gods and heroes of Greek classical myth by way of the figure of Theseus and the stories that surround him. Towards this goal, we will read a popular text about Theseus’s exploits, The Bull from the Sea, by Mary Renault, as well as a modern translation (by British poet Ted Hughes) of the play Phedre (1677) by French neoclassical writer Jean Racine (1639-1699). Racine’s play is based on the classical Greek tragedy Hippolytus by Euripides (ca. 484 BCE-406 BCE). It tells of Theseus’s wife Phedre’s “unholy passion” for her stepson Hippolytus. 

Towards the end of the semester we will turn to the epic battle between the Greeks and the Trojans. As part of this, we will view and discuss a recent ‘blockbuster’ film, Troy, which is loosely based on the classical Greek epic 

poem The Iliad (800 BCE) by Homer.
Much of the class time will be devoted to the oral presentations. Make sure to ask questions if you are unsure about any of the content/material of the presentations. This will help you in the mid- and final-semester exams. 
SCHEDULE
Week 1


Introduction

26 February


Homework: read The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” 





Chapters I-II 

Week 2 


The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters I-II
5 March


Homework: read Chapters III-IV

Week 3


The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters III-IV
12 March


Homework: read Chapters V-VI

Week 4


The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters V-VI
19 March


Homework: read Chapters VII-VIII

Week 5


The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters VII-XIII
26 March


Homework: read “Pontos,” Chapters I-IV

Week 6


The Bull from the Sea, “Pontos,” Chapters I-IV

2 April


HOMEWORK: read “Pontos,” Chapters V-VIII

Week 7


Spring Break

9 April 
Movie: The Clash of the Titans, released in theatres in Taiwan on April 1, 2010.
Week 8


The Bull from the Sea, “Pontos,” Chapters V-VIII
16 April


Homework: read “Epidauros,” Chapters I-IV

Week 9


“Epidauros,” Chapters I-IV

23 April
Review for mid-semester exam.

Week 10


MID-SEMESTER EXAM

30 April


Homework:  read “Epidauros,” Chapter V and 




“Skyros,” Chapter I

Week 11


The Bull from the Sea, “Epidauros,” Chapter V, and  
7 May


“Skyros,” Chapter I

Week 12


Phedre, trans. by Ted Hughes, Act I
14 May

American 1960s popular song: “Some Velvet Morning,” performed by Nancy Sinatra and Lee Hazlewood (1967):

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2PbG6KQKsE
Theme song for the 1962 film starring Melina Mercouri (Phaedra) and Anthony Perkins (Hippolytus), dir. by Jules Dassin, shot in Greece, London, and Paris:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W-RrFIHVx4
Week 13


Phedre, trans. by Ted Hughes, Act II

21 May
* class will finish at 2 p.m. instead of 3 p.m./make up hour will be held in Week 17. 
Week 14


Phedre, trans. by Ted Hughes, Act III

28 May



British Library scene in the 1962 film starring Melina Mercouri (Phaedra) and Anthony Perkins (Hippolytus), directed by Jules Dassin, shot in Greece, London, and Paris:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En_Hke8i4ec
Week 15


Phedre, trans. by Ted Hughes, Act IV
4 June

Another scene, a love scene, from the 1962 film Phaedra starring Melina Mercouri (Phaedra) and Anthony Perkins (Hippolytus), directed by Jules Dassin, shot in Greece, London, and Paris:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jczf3q27tPU
*original English language, with Greek subtitles
Another scene, the death of Hippolytus, from the 1962 film Phaedra:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgNGfnim3Kc&NR=1
*dubbed in English, with Korean subtitles

Week 16


Phedre, trans. by Ted Hughes, Act V

11 June


Clips from the 2009 production by the National Theatre (London, U.K.), based on the Ted Hughes translation:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgKpWUKKkW0
 [Dominic Cooper plays Hippolytus, Helen Mirren plays Phedre]

First section: Hippolytus’s speech (in the presence of Theramene): Act I, p. 7.
Second section: Phaedra’s speech (in the presence of Oenone): Act I, pp. 16-18.

Third section: speech by Panope (a citizen of Troezen), delivered to Phaedra: Act I, p. 19.
Fourth section: Theseus’s speech: Act IV, last two lines, p.57, to first three lines, p. 58.
Fifth section: three speeches, Act IV, p. 59: i) Hippolytus’s speech, followed by Theseus’s speech, followed by Hippolytus’s speech.

Week 17


Troy, the film
18 June


Class will finish at 4 p.m. today instead of 3 p.m. 




Room change: B427

Week 18 


FINAL SEMESTER EXAM
25 June
Oral Presentation
Each of you will be asked to discuss one or two chapters (or acts) of the assigned texts. You may work in a group to prepare your oral presentation but you must individually deliver the oral presentation.
You will have two opportunities to present an oral presentation. The first presentation is worth 10% and will take place in the first half of the semester. The second presentation is worth 15% and will take place in the second half of the semester. 
You may summarise one or two main events that take place in the chapter (or acts) or discuss one of the main characters or events in the chapter (or act).  If you would like to present something different, of course, please see the instructor.  For example, if you are interested in Theseus’s ancestors/lineage, you could show the class the family tree of Theseus’s ancestors (see Edith Hamilton, Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, page 335). If you are interested in knowing about the principal gods of Greek myth, you could briefly describe (in one or two sentences) these principal gods (see Edith Hamilton, page 331), or show the class illustrations/images/representations of these gods.

Criteria for Grade for first Oral Presentation (10%):

a. organisation of content (introduction, middle, conclusion)/2
b. detailed information that specifically addresses the topic/2
c. strong, audible, articulate speech/2
d. eye contact with/engagement of your audience/2
e. no reading from handwritten or typed notes/2
Criteria for Grade for second Oral Presentation (15%):*
a. organisation of content (introduction, middle, conclusion) /3
b. detailed information that specifically addresses the topic/3

c. strong, audible, articulate speech/3
d. eye contact with/engagement of your audience/3
e. no reading from handwritten or typed notes/3

*For the second oral presentation, include analysis of/critical commentary on the material.
Minimum length: 5 minutes for each person.
Week 2 

Friday 5 March

The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters 1-II

“Marathon” Chapter I
“It was dolphin weather, when I sailed into Piraeus with my comrades of the Cretan bull ring. Knossos had fallen, which time out of mind had ruled the seas. The smoke of the burning Labyrinth still clung to our clothes and hair” (TBfTS 3).

Explanation: Theseus has returned home to Athens, Greece (Piraeus is the port of Athens). He has come from the island of Crete/Knossos. The ruler of Crete, King Minos, had been an enemy of Theseus’s father, Aegeus, the king of Athens. Each year King Minos had demanded from King Aegeus seven young men and seven young women. Minos kept a half-man and half-beast, the Minotaur (the “bull” in The Bull from the Sea)*, in a labyrinth on the island of Crete. He sacrificed the “youth of Athens” to this bull-man-monster. Theseus volunteered to sail to Crete to defeat Minos and kill the bull. He was successful. Now, he has returned home. All of Athens is rejoicing because King Minos/Knossos has finally been defeated.

The “bull” in The Bull from the Sea refers to another bull, named Podargos. See Chapter II.

“He lay in his upper room, on his great bed of cedar, with the red cover lined with wolfskin; he had always felt the cold. They had wrapped him in blue with a gold border; very quiet he lay between the wailing women as they shook their hair and clawed their bosoms. One side of his face was white, the other blue from the rocks’ bruising. The skull-vault was stove in like a bowl; but they had wrapped a clean cloth round and straightened his broken limbs” (TBfTS 7) 

Explanation. This passage is a description of the dead body (the corpse) of Aegeus. (Theseus will take his father’s place as the king of Athens, Greece.) 

Before he sailed to Crete, Theseus told his father that when his ships returned to Athens, the ships would carry black sails if he was dead and white sails if he was alive.  When he returned to Athens, Theseus forgot to take the black sails down and replace them with white sails. Aegeus saw the black sails approaching and, believing his son was dead, threw himself over the cliff.

“Marathon,” Ch. II
The main event of this chapter is the crowning of Theseus, who will succeed his father as the king of Athens. Also, he and the city of Athens celebrate Aegeus in the funeral games following the burial.

A second main event concerns the confrontation between Theseus and Prokrustes before the people of Athens. Prokrustes is a visitor from a neighbouring state of Greece. He wants to undermine the authority of the young Theseus (who is now king of Athens). Theseus plans to return to Crete to suppress any future revolts against Athens.  Prokrustes argues that Theseus is too young to make decisions. He says. “We ought to follow custom and choose a war-leader, seeing the King is under age” (22).

Theseus responds to Prokrustes’ challenge. He rebukes and insults him. He says to Prokrustes: “We [the people of Athens] have heard you, Prokrustes…And now hear me…I am leading the ships to Crete, and these lords who sail with me will not be losers. For I know the Labyrinth…you carrion jackal with your den of stinking bones.” 

The people of Athens are impressed by Theseus’s demeanour. He has proven to them his worth as a king.
Suggested topics for oral presentation on “Marathon,” Chapters I-II:

i) Discuss the online Wikipedia website image of a Greek Attic vase, which depicts the confrontation between Prokrustes and Theseus

ii) Comment on the meaning of the adjective “procrustean”

Week 3

Friday 12 March

The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters III-IV

“Marathon” Chapter III

“’Podargos!’ I could not keep my face from lighting. Every bull-dancer in the Labyrinth at Crete had known Big Snowy, that great white portent among the piebald herds of Crete….He would give good sport, charge straight forward, was a fine bull for the leap but when he killed, all we trained watchers would argue how he did it and not agree. If our team had had him, I doubt if I could have got them all safe home. But I had always had an itch to tackle him myself; and even now I quickened at his name” (TBfTS 27).

1. The Athenians have given a nickname to Podargos. They call him “the Bull from the Sea” (TBfTS 28). Why? 

Answer: They call him this because he was shipped by sea from the island of Crete to mainland Greece.

2. A fellow bull-dancer, a woman called Thebe, saves Theseus’s life during his fight with Podargos. She advises Theseus that when Podargos kills, he “gores to the right” (page 34).  

What is the significance in the story of a woman character telling this to Theseus (the great hero of the narrative)?

3. Why does Renault tell us that Thebe and Pylia (another bull-dancer) “had been lovers in Crete, after the custom of the court” (page 33)?

4. Theseus gives Thebe and Pylia a proper burial, “a warrior barrow,” and he buries them “on one bier.” The kinsfolk murmured [grumbled], till I lost my patience and gave them some of my mind” (page 34).

Why do the kinsfolk (the families of Thebe and Pylia) grumble/complain about the warrior burial that Theseus gives these two women?

“Marathon” Chapter IV

“We fought the war in Crete before the summer broke (TBfTS 40)…Before the half-fallen, patched-up Labyrinth, stained black with fire, still stood the porch of the Bull Court with its crimson columns and its great red bull charging across the wall. In sight of it we fought the clinching [decisive] battle for the Knossos plain” (TBfTS 41).”

“…when I heard they [the new ruler of Crete, Deukalion, and his wife] were bringing up the little Phaedre, King Minos’s youngest daughter, [who was] saved when the Palace burned, I thought no harm to leave her there. I had meant to see her before I left, for she…had made a hero of me when I was [formerly] a bull-boy, in the way of such small girls. But there was always too much to do; [so] at the harbour as I was sailing [leaving Crete], I brought from a Nubian [merchant/street seller] a cage of little bright birds from Africa, and sent it to her from me” (TBfTS 42).
Match the words on the left to the words on the right:

1. porch

marked

2. harbour

coloured

3. patched

fixed 



4. crimson

veranda/terrace/open entrance

6. bright 

bay for ships

7. stained

red

Students who are to present are:

498551174 Liu, Shin-di

498551414 Yu, Li-hui

498551422 Liao, An-chi

498551448 Tsui, Yun

498551455 Tu, I-iping

498551463 Lu, Cheng-yang
See http://ww.edstephan.org/Renault/bull.html, compliments of Cheng-yang.
498551471 Wu, Wei-chen

498551489 Lo, Wen-ting

Week 4

Friday 19 March

The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters V-VI

Students who are to present are:

498551497 Chou, Yu-ju

498551505 Huang, Chen-ya

498551513 Park, Jin-you
498551521 Chen, Wei-lu

498551539 Hsieh, Chiao-ti

498551547 Sun, Wang-ting
498551554 Nieh, Yi-fang

498551562 Lai, Tsi-ying

498551570 Huang, Po-cheng

494170060 Chen, Chun-yuan

498551588 Lin, Su-ting

494481780 Su, Ting-feng
“Marathon” Chapter V
I knew, as one sometimes may, that I had met a daimon of my fate. Whether he came for good or ill to me, I could not tell; nor, it may be, could a god have told me plainly. But good in himself he was, as a lion is good for beauty and for valour though he eats one’s herds. He roars at the spears upon the dike-top, while the torch-light strikes forth fire from his golden eyes; and one’s heart must love him, whether one will or no. (TBfTS 64).

Who is Theseus referring to? Pirithoos. Leader of the Lapiths.

Where is this person from? Thessaly, in the north of Greece.
What are his people famous for? Horsemanship and stealing horses.
Week 5
Friday 26 March

1. The Bull from the Sea, “Marathon,” Chapters VII-VIII

2. Quiz on material covered to date.

3. Oral presentations.
Students who are to present are:

498551596 Hsu, Wei-che

498551604 Ho, Ying-shun

498551612 Chang, Wen-yi

498551620 Chen, Yi-jiun

498551638 Lin, Mong-shuen

498551646 Kuo, Mong-An

498551653 Lo, Yi-ru

498551661 Kao, Chang-ting

498551679 Chiang, Chi-yu

498551687 Ho, Zi-ying

495552092 Verde, Enrique

495552134 Bardales, Vanessa
from “Marathon,” Chapter VII

He came up prodding his stick at the ground before him, and leaning on the girl. He wore a short tunic, as for a journey; it was torn and bloody, and had been soiled and worn before; but the wool was fine and the borders patterned, the sort of work that takes a skilled woman a long time [to weave] on the loom. His belt was soft tooled [designed] leather, and had been studded once with gold; you could see the holes [where the gold had been once]. From there I looked to [at] his sandals; but I did not see them. For [Because] I saw his feet. They were strong and knotted and had carried him many miles; but they were warped like the wood of a tree which has been spiked [nails driven into it] as a sapling [a young tree], and grown about the scar. Then I knew who he was. [TBfTS 82-83]

Who is this figure? Who is “the girl” with him?

In Renault’s novel, we meet Oedipus in Chapter VII.  By now he is an old man, and blind. He has been an exile for many years, driven out of the kingdom of Thebes (northwest of Athens), which he formerly ruled. His only companion is his daughter, by now a woman, past middle age, Antigone. She has remained faithful to Oedipus despite the shame he has brought on Thebes. 

What great shame did Oedipus bring upon his kingdom Thebes that he was subsequently condemned for and made an outcast?

When Theseus comes to Kolonos, he saves Oedipus from being stoned to death by the people of Kolonos. He treats him with great honour and respect (and also with some trepidation because of what he knows about this aged king). 

(Oedipus dies shortly after Theseus meets him. His death coincides with/is marked by the earthquake that devastates Kolonos.)

Sources for this episode: 

Classical Greek historical sources that Mary Renault relies on in her novel The Bull from the Sea (published in 1962) include three tragedies (tragic plays) by the classical Greek playwright Sophocles.

Sophocles (c. 495-406 BCE) wrote these three “Theban” tragedies:


Antigone (c. 442 BCE)


Oedipus the King (c. 429 BCE)

Oedipus at Colonus (401 BCE, posthumous)

As you know, later in our course, we will be reading the tragedy Phaedra, which is based on the Greek tragedy Hippolytus (428 BCE) by another playwright Euripides (c.480-406 BCE), a contemporary of Sophocles.

For more on Oedipus, see Edith Hamilton’s book Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, pages 268-277.
the Oedipus complex

Sigmund Freud, the founder of psychoanalytic theory, named a psychological condition after this famous figure of Greek tragedy.  In Freudian psychoanalytic theory, the Oedipus complex is the unconscious desire of a boy to kill his father in order to possess his mother. 

from “Marathon,” Chapter VIII

My house had women enough, there when I wanted them, out of the way when I was busy; I had taken some more girls in the war, and could suit my mood; or if I found one tiresome, I could pack her off. What I should be doing [instead], I knew full well; but I thought of all the tedious business; embassies; visits from kinsfolk and back to them; treaties and portions, with days full of paper and old men; the women’s rooms to be brought in order, the tears and screams and threats to jump off the walls; the mess of girls and gear [that] the bride would bring along with her, the quarrels and the jealousies, the tedium of the same face each morning on the pillow. It would do next season. Then an arrow would pass me near in battle, or a summer fever touch me, and I would think, “I have no heir but my enemies; tomorrow [therefore] I will see to it.” But tomorrow was another day. [TBfTS 97].

Theseus is now 25 years of age. What is he thinking of doing at this time? What does the underlined word “It/it” in the above passage refer to? What/who prevents him from doing “it.” Where does he head off? With whom does he go?

Week 6

2 April

1. Greek Parthenon. A scene from the battle between the Centaurs and the Lapiths: http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objectgs/gr/p/parthenon_sculpture_metope.aspx
2. Lines from a poem (and “ode”) by the famous Latin poet Horace:
“Not Dian's self can chaste Hippolytus
To life recall, [1]
Nor Theseus free his loved Pirithous
From Lethe's thrall.” [2]

[1] Neither the goddess Diana (Artemis) can bring Hippolytus back to life,
[2] Nor can Theseus bring his beloved friend Pirithoos back from death’s grip/hold.
Source: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus
Q. Horatius Flaccus (Horace), Odes, Ed. John Conington. Trans. George Bell and Sons. London: George Bell and Sons, 1882.
3. Oral presentations on The Bull from the Sea, “Pontos,” Chapters I-IV

4. Quiz
Students who are to present are:
498551703 Wang, Yun

498551711 Tseng, Shih-Pei
498551737 Lui, Yu-shen

498551745 Peng, Yu-ming

498551695 Huang, Sung-fu

498551810 Su, Ting-ying
498551752 Chen, Yi-ting

498551786 Yu, Chiao-Hsun

498551778 Chung, Ting-Hsien

498551794 Pai, Ming-yueh

495860263 Sun, Yi-chi

498551729 Shen, Hui-wen / Absent (delivered in Week 8)
498551802 Dong, Jia-sheng / Absent (moved to Week 11)
Week 7 / Spring Break

Week 8

16 April

The Bull from the Sea, “Pontos,” Chapters V-VIII
**********************
Origins of the “hero-cult” of Theseus
Mary Renault (author of The Bull from the Sea) makes a brief note on the historical background of the ‘hero-cult’ of Theseus. See her “Author’s note” (TBfTS 335-339). 
At the battle of Marathon in 490 BCE between the Greeks and the Persians, it was believed that Theseus “appeared” on the field of the battle and led the Greeks to victory. The story of his appearance was circulated widely and it was instrumental in fostering his legendary, cult status (Renault 339). 
Note: the historic battle of Marathon took place not that long before Euripides’ own time. This famous Greek playwright was born just ten years later, in 480 BCE.
**********************
from “Pontos,” Chapters I-IV
Five nights we nosed along the straits [almost touching the steep cliffs and other features of the land], catching the inshore eddies; first through the narrows, then by Propontos where you lose the further shore. By day we lay up watch and watch; for the Hellespont is by water what the Isthmus used to be by land. We rigged up bulwarks of shields and hides to keep off arrows, as the Kolchian captain, Jason, had warned Pirithoos to do. Even so one man was pinned by the arm and died of it. [TBfTS 113]

from “Pontos,” Chapters V-VII

“When I had loved here and there, they had taken it lightly; indeed it was their boast. I could have peopled, myself, another Attica, if all the tales had been true. It had made a good one, that I had bedded even the Lady of the Amazons and got her with child. But when time passed, and she lived my queen in all but name; when they saw that by my choice she would have had that too; then their face altered.” (TBfTS 180)
from “Pontos,” Chapter VIII – The Battle of Marathon
On the Palace roof Hippolyta watched beside me. Her eyes were good, as mine are. The clothes of the Scythians seemed dark from far way, when you do not see their ornaments. Even from here, you could not mistake the bright spots of colour moving about in front, the scarlet and saffron and purple of the Moon Maids.

Students who are to present are:

498551919 Vindel, Carol

498551901 Moncada, Karla

498551851 Avalos, Alba

498551950 Ballantyne, Melessa

498551729 Shen, Hui-wen / (absent in Week 7; supposed to have delivered in Week 11; delivered this week)
498551828 Wang, Nai-wei
498551836 Lu, Ya-han

498551877 Cruz, Ann (absent this week; moved to Week 9)
498551885 Alvarado, Claudia  (moved to Week 9)
498551893 Dias, Rui (moved to Week 9)
498551927 Korukobo, Helene (moved to Week 9)
498551943 Aguirre, Nefty (moved to Week 9)
498551968 Cornavaca, Andrea (moved to Week 9)
498551984 Naare, Agnes (moved to Week 9)
496552000 Ballestero, Francisco (moved to Week 9)
495826041 Wang, Shanty (moved to Week 9)
Week 9

23 April




Note: mid-term exam will cover material up through “Epidauros,” Chapter II.
Make sure to read Epidauros, Chapters III-IV, and all of the final section of TBfTS by Week 11.

Oral presentations (continued from last week, Week 8)
“Pontos, Chapters V-VIII.”

498551877 Cruz, Ann
498551885 Alvarado, Claudia
498551893 Dias, Rui Absent (moved from Week 8 to Week 9 to Week 11)
498551927 Korukobo, Helene

498551943 Aguirre, Nefty

498551968 Cornavaca, Andrea Absent (moved to Week 11)
498551984 Naare, Agnes

496552000 Ballestero, Francisco (moved to Week 11)
495826041 Wang, Shanty
Week 10

Mid-semester Exam

Week 11

7 May
Note: for some exquisite statues and other art depicting Pirithoos and his bride, see the website that Helene found: http://www.maicar.com/GML/Pirithous.html.

Oral Presentations:

The Bull from the Sea, “Epidauros,” Chapter V and “Skyros,” Chapter I

Students who are to present are:
498551893 Dias, Rui (moved from Week 8 to Week 9 to Week 11 to Week 12)
498551968 Cornavaca, Andrea (moved from Week 9)

498551992 Boereau, Marcus

498552008 Denis, Martha

498552016 Taumaheke, Sania

498552024 Villar, Ancy (moved to Week 12)
498552057 Somarriba, Armando

498552065 Mahmoud, Bashar (moved to Week 12)
498552073 Jou, Daniela

498552081Alvarez, Emilio

498556124 Fei, Andy  Absent
946552026 Arosemena, Sharon (moved to Week 12)
496552000 Ballestero, Francisco Absent (moved from Week 9 to Week 11 to 

Week 12)
Week 12
Friday 14 May

1:00-2:00 p.m.

The oral presentations will be on the play Phedre, Act 1
(approximately 14-15 students per group):

Week 12 – Act I
	494170060
	Chen, Chun-yuan

	494481780
	Su, Ting-feng

	495552092
	Verde, Luis Enrique

	498551430
	Pan, Si-je

	498551448 
	Tsui, Yun


2:00-3:00 p.m.

498551893 Dias, Rui (moved from Week 8 to Week 9 to Week 11 to Week 12)

498551430 Pan, Si-je (moved from Week 11)

498551893 Dias, Rui (moved from Week 9 and 11)
496827071 Kuo, Tzu-chi (moved from Week 11) * moved to Week 15
498551802 Dong, Jia-sheng / (moved from Week 6 and Week 11)

498552065 Mahmoud, Bashar (moved from Week 11)

496552000 Ballestero, Francisco Absent (moved from Week 9 and 11) * moved to Week 13
946552026 Arosemena, Sharon (moved from Week 11) *moved to Week 16
498552024 Villar, Ancy (moved from Week 11)* moved to Week 14
Sample essay question that received a grade of 9-10:

Answer to Question 1
Pirithoos is the leader of the Lapiths and the king’s heir of Thessaly. Additionally, he is a pirate and a great horse-raider. He and Theseus have a close friendship. You can’t imagine that once there were hostile relations between them.

Theseus thought he would never again see a man he would be so sorry to kill when he first saw Pirithoos. I think the reason why Theseus adored Pirithoos is because they are similar individuals— “Like knows like—and they have similar beliefs about what a warrior is. When Theseus approaches Pirithoos to fight him, he says to himself, “A man must fight when he is challenged. I daresay the fellow hasn’t reckoned on my coming alone; but if he is a warrior and cares about his standing, he must meet me, not set on me with his band. If he is no gentleman, I am out of luck. But it comes once to us.” 

Luckily, Pirithoos does not let Theseus down. He comes alone.  However, he admires Theseus so much that he does not want to kill him. He exclaims to Theseus: “No, by Apollo! Are we mad dogs or men? If I kill you, you will be gone, and I shall never know you. Thunder of Zeus! You came alone to me, with a child for a shield-bearer, trusting in my honour…” Both men appreciate the power and strength of the other. All in all, Theseus loves Pirithoos despite his acts of thievery.

Keith Mann is a British animal rights activist who can be compared to Pirithoos in some respects. 1. Pirithoos steals animals (horses) for himself, while Keith Mann fights for animals, but both men have a passion for horses or other animals and commit reckless acts of theft or vandalism because of this passion. 

2. Both men provoke powerful rulers. Pirithoos rustles Theseus’ cattle to provoke Theseus, the ruler of Greece, while Mann set meat lorries [trucks carrying meat] on fire to provoke the English government. He served fourteen years in jail for this illegal act. Although, many people do not agree with Mann’s act of vandalism, they admire his selfless (not selfish) defence of animals.
Week 13

21 May 

Class will finish at 2 pm
Oral presentation by Francesco/Act II
Week 14

28 May

Week 14 – Act III
Oral presentation by Ancy/Act III
Sample essay question for mid-semester exam that received a grade of 9-10:

2. Who was Procrustes? What did he do to people? Why are laws that discriminate against a woman’s right to choose considered “procrustean”?

Procrustes was, according to Greek mythology, the son of Poseidon who lived near the city of Eleusis. He was a robber and a murdered. He had an inn where he invited travelers to spend the night and he would offer them his hospitality. However when the guests were inside his house, Procrustes would tie them to an iron bed and if the bed was too small for the guests Procrustes would stretch them until they were as long as the bed was, or if they were longer than the bed, Procrustes would cut off their legs so that they would be only as long as the bed. In The Bull from The Sea, we learn that Theseus gave Procrustes “a taste of his own medicine”. 
Today the term “Procrustean” means a standard or set of conditions, determined arbitrarily, to which everyone is forced to conform.
Laws that discriminate a woman’s right to choose who to marry, to choose where to work, to choose how many children she will have, to choose her sexual partner are considered procrustean. They reflect a society that has a set of “rules” that every woman has to or is expected to follow whether or not she wants to. We can say that these laws force some women to be or do something they are not comfortable with. It is not fair for women to be forced to be someone they don’t want to be. In such cases they are being discriminated against. 
I remember one of Christina Aguilera’s songs the lyrics of which say something like: 

“So, what am I not supposed to have my own opinion
should I keep quiet just because I’m a woman?
Call me a bitch cuz I speak what’s on my mind
Guess it’s easier for you to swallow (to accept) if I saw and smiled…
…If you look back in history it's a common double standard of society 
The guy gets all the glory, the more he can score (the more women he has)
While the girl can do the same and yet you call her a whore
I don't understand why its OK,
The guy can get away with it while any girl gets named (gets called a whore)”.

I agree with these lyrics in the sense that a woman will get called many names (and also often is punished in other equally serious ways) if she has sex with more than one man, or if she likes more than one guy at the same time, but if a man has many women he is considered “cool” and he is envied by other men. As the above explanation of “procrustean” laws reflects, this “standard” is taught to women from childhood on and they are different than the standards for men. Why not let a woman choose the life she wants to live without criticizing and discriminating against her, as long as she does not harm anyone else?  It is as simple as that. OH I WISH! 
________________________________________________________________
Compliments of Sania:
http://www.operatoday.com/content/2008/01/traetta_ippolit.php
Sound track to the opera Hippolyte et Aricie.
Week 15 – Act IV
4 June

Week 16 – Act V
11 June

i) Oral presentation by Sharon/Act V
ii) Edith Hamilton genealogy of family of Theseus 
iii) UTube clips of film directed by J. Dassin and of National Theatre production
iv) Work on essay questions
v) Act V questions
Week 17

18 June

Film: Troy (Class will be from 1-4 p.m.)
Week 18


FINAL EXAM

Class: 


GREEK MYTHOLOGY




TBFXB2A0377 B0A (71 students)
Class meeting times: 
Friday 1:10-3:00 p.m.
Class location:

Room B507, Business Building (B)

Office location: 

Room FL710, Foreign Languages and Literatures 





Building (FL)

Office hours:

Monday 2-5 pm, Tuesday 11 am-1 pm, 

Friday 4-6 pm, and by appointment

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph

FINAL SEMESTER EXAM (25%)
Day:

Friday 25 June

Time:

12:20-1:50 p.m.

Location: 
Room E304
This exam is made up of 30 multiple choice questions and 1 short essay question. The multiple choice questions are each worth half (1/2) a point. The essay question is worth 10 points. 
Part 1 / Multiple Choice (15 points total)

Choose the best answer in questions 1 to 30 and fill in the attached Answer sheet. (MAKE SURE TO WRITE YOUR FULL NAME AND STUDENT ID NUMBER ON THE ANSWER SHEET.)

from The Bull from The Sea
from Epidauros, Chapter III.

“It ran to waste off him, this power over men he could have turned to mastery….When the harvest ripened he would give it away for nothing” (266).

1. In the above passage who is being described?

a. Akamas

b. Theseus

c. Hippolytus

d. Pirithoos

“Seeing them together, I thought, ‘He will lean on Hippolytus for everything, and it will be the same when he is King. The elder will rule here in all but name.’ And then I thought, ‘What life is that, for such a man as he will be? Sly old panders can do as much or whores. To stand for the people before the gods, that is kingship.  Power by itself is bronze without the gold.’” (268)

2. What does the above passage tell us about the two sons?
a. Theseus will hold power but this will not be his own power; it will be that of Akamas.

b. Akamas will hold power but this will not be his own power; it will be that of Theseus.

c. Akamas will hold power but this will not be his own power; it will be that of Hippolytos.

d. Hippolytos will hold power but this will not be his own power; it will be that of Akamas.

It [the Lady’s shrine] had been built there [at the secret entrance to the city of Athens] after the Scythian War, as thanks for victory. I remembered the dedication, the blood and flowers. The raw stone where the boulders had been closed up again. I had not been there since. It was the last door she had passed through living. (275)

3. In the above passage, “she” refers to

a. Phaedra’s sister Ariadne.

b. Ariadne’s sister Phaedra.

c. Hippolyta.

d. Artemis.

from “Epidauros,” Chapter IV

4. At what place do Theseus and his wife make a stop on their trip south?

a. Athens

b. Epidauros

c. Troizen

d. Crete

from “Epidauros,” Chapter V

5. Who of the following suffers from a chronic illness?
a. Phaedra

b. Hippolyta

c. Hippolytus

d. Akamas

6. i) Hippolytus and ii) Phaedra meet their deaths by being

a. i) torn apart by horses and the sea; ii) hanged.

b. i) torn apart by Theseus; ii) killed by Theseus.

c. i) torn apart by horses and the sea; ii) killed by Theseus.

d. i) Theseus; ii) hanged.

from Skyros

7. At the time of a great battle that he and Pirithoos take part in, Theseus suffers

a. a loss of memory.

b. a stroke.

c. a heart attack.

d. a stomach wound.

8. When Theseus recovers and returns to Athens, who does he learn is intent upon usurping him?

a. his son Akamas

b. a foreign king, Menestheus

c. a fellow Greek, Menestheus 

d. his son Hippolytus

9. When Theseus departs from Athens for the last time,

 i) Where does he want to end his days and ii) where does fate take him?

a. i) Euboia, ii) Skyros

b. i) Skyros, ii) Crete

c. i) Crete, ii) Skyros

d. i) Skyros, ii) Euboia

10. i) What great hero of the future war between Greece and Troy are we introduced to in the last chapter of The Bull from the Sea? ii) Who has trained this figure? iii) Who introduces this figure to Theseus? 

a. i) a Kentaur, ii) Lykomedes, iii) Achilles

b.i) Achilles, ii) Lykomedes, iii) a Kentaur

c. i) a Kentaur, ii) Lykomedes, iii) Achilles

d. i) Achilles, ii) a Kentaur, iii) Lykomedes

from the play PHEDRE and related material discussed in class

11. Ted Hughes is 

a. a British poet, novelist, and playwright who was married to the British poet Sylvia Plath.

b. an American poet, novelist and playwright who was married to the American poet Sylvia Plath.
c. a British poet, novelist, and playwright who translated Euripides’ play Hippolytus.
d. a British poet, novelist, and playwright who translated Euripides’ play Phedre.
12. Euripides was a

a. writer of plays including satires and tragedies who lived in the fourth century BC. 

b. writer of plays including satyrs and tragedies who lived in the fifth century BCE.
c. writer of plays including satires and tragedies, who lived in the fifth century BCE.
d. writer of plays including satyrs and tragedies who lived in the fourth century BC.

13. Mary Renault is one of

a. many translators of classical Greek drama.

b. a handful of translators of classical Greek plays.

c. several translators of classical Greek plays.

d. few translators of classical Greek drama.

14. Jean Racine 

a. lived in eighteenth-century France and translated Euripides’ play Hippolytus.

b. lived in eighteenth-century France and translated Euripides’ play Phedre.
c. lived in seventeenth-century France and translated Euripides’ play Hippolytus.
d. lived in seventeenth-century France and translated Euripides’ play Phedre.
15. Icarus (Act I, page 3) is a Greek mythological hero whose father was

a. the architect of the Parthenon.

b. the architect of the Cretan labyrinth.

c. the son of Zeus.

d. the son of Poseidon.

16. What was Icarus’ fate?

a. He flew too close to the sea and was torn apart by it.

b. He flew to the sun, his wings became golden, and he became a god.

c. He flew too close to the sun, his wings made of wax melted, and he fell to the sea.

d. He few too close to the sun and was consumed by its brilliant rays.

17. The myth of Icarus represents all but which of the following moral lessons? a. Do not be over ambitious.

b. Do not be an over-reacher.

c. Do not exceed your limits.

d. Do not stoop too low.

18. The main subject of the conversation between Theramene and Hippolytus in Act I (pages 3-9) is

a. Hippolytus’s love for Aricia.

b. Theseus’s past exploits.

c. Hippolytus’s search for his father Theseus.

d. Phedra’s love for Theseus.

19. 

“You brilliant founder of a benighted family,

You whom my mother dared to call her father,

Maybe you blush to see me like this.

You god of the sun—Look at me for the last time.”
[Act I, p. 10.]
The “brilliant founder” of the “benighted family” that Phedre refers to is:

a. Poseidon.

b. Apollo.
c. Zeus.
d. Theseus.

20.

 “Me hate you?

My pride, I know, is given hard names

But do you think I came from the womb of a monster?

There is no human temperament so brutal,

No hatred so ossified with habit

That could look at you and not soften,

Not be enchanted, not be captivated.

Could I be the exception?”
[Act II, page 29.]
In the context of this speech, the words hard, temperament, ossified, captivated mean respectively:

a. tough, perspective, turned to stone, imprisoned

b. fixed, disposition,  solidified, charmed

c. harsh, disposition, solidified, charmed

d. callous, perspective, turned to stone, imprisoned
21.
“Madam,

Now you need your former fortitude.

Forget your great love: you can bury it.”
Act III, p. 45
Oenone says these very short peremptory words to her mistress upon finding out that 

a. Hippolytus is deeply in love with Aricia.

b. Hippolytus despises Phedre.

c. Theseus has returned to Athens.

d. Theseus has banished Hippolytus from Athens.

22.
“Say nothing.

All [that] my plan requires is your silence.

I too have to smother a conscience.

I would rather confront death

A thousand times, than perform this.

But since without precarious surgery

Your death is inevitable, to my mind

The cost is meaningless.” 
Oenone’s “plan” is to

a. perjure herself.

b. steal Hippolytus’ sword.
c. plagiarise Hippolytus’s speech.

d. slander Aricia.

23. Read Phedre’s speech, Act III. p. 4. In the context of this speech, the words parade, console, stoop, and strain mean respectively:

a. march, give solace to, humiliate oneself, put through a sieve

b. march, comfort, humiliate oneself, try with difficulty
c. show off, give solace to, bend down, injure
d. show off, comfort, humiliate oneself, try with difficulty

24. Read Theseus’s speech, Act III, pages 52-54.
In the context of this speech, the words reel, rash, swamp, endure and unravel mean respectively:

a. roll, hasty, flood, put up with, unwind

b. roll, impetuous, marsh, tolerate, solve

c. recoil, impetuous, overwhelm, suffer, solve

d. recoil, hasty, overwhelm, accept, unwind

25.
 “Adultery and incest! You are obsessed

With adultery and incest. Shall I say it?

Phedre had a mother.

Remember Phedre’s mother.

Phedre bears the blood of a lineage 

Far more heavily charged with such crimes

Than mine ever was and you know it.”
[Act IV, p. 62]
In the above speech, Hippolytus’s retort to his father’s insults and accusations, Hippolytus alludes to

a. Minos and Pasiphae.

b. Pasiphae and Crete.

c. Crete and Minos.

d. Minos and Ariadne.

26. What is the “vandalism” that Theseus refers to in Act IV (page 55)?

a. Theseus’s damage to Hippolytus’s honour by raping Aricia

b. Hipploytus’s damage to Theseus’ honour by raping Aricia

c. Hippolytus’s damage to Theseus’s honour by raping Phedre

d. Theseus’s damage to Hippolytus’s honour by raping Phedre
27. What is Hippolytus insinuating about Phedre in his angry retort to his father (p. 62)?

a. Phedre is like her mother Pasiphae, a woman with great sexual appetite who consorted with a bull.

b. Phedre is like her mother Artemis, a woman with great sexual appetite who consorted with other women.
c. Phedre is like her mother Pasiphae, a woman of gross sexual appetite who consorted with a bull. 
d. Phedre is like her mother Artemis, a woman of gross sexual appetite who consorted with other women.
28. The words or phrases ‘drawn’ (p. 56), ‘dark cloud’ (p. 57), ‘brave’ (p. 58), ‘outrage’ (p. 59), and ‘undid his armour’ (p. 65) mean respectively:

a. lined with worry or suffering,  anger, openly attack, insult, undid his military dress 
b. lined with worry or suffering, sombre mood, openly confront, anger, undid his military uniform

c. lined with worry or suffering, anger, openly attack, anger, broke his resolve.
d. lined with worry or suffering, sombre mood, openly confront, insult, broke his resolve.

30. Who is Theseus’s great ancestor and the founder of Athens?

a. Erectheus, son of the Greek god Hephaestus, reared by the Greek goddess Aphrodite, and a half-man and half-bull

b. Erectheus, son of the Greek god Hephaestus, reared by the Greek goddess Athena, and a half-man and half-serpent 
c. Erecthonious, son of the Greek god Hephaestus, reared by the Greek goddess Aphrodite, and a half-man and half-serpent 
d. Erecthonius, son of the Greek god Hephaestus, reared by the Greek goddess Athena, and half-man and half-bull 
Part 2 / Essay (10 points total)

Minimum word length: 150 words

Answer one of the following numbered topics:

1. Compare the setting and the characterization of Phedre and Hippolytus (Nancy Sinatra and Lee Hazlewood) in the YouTube clip of the 1967 American popular culture song, “Velvet Morning” to the setting and the characterization of Phedre and Hippolytus in the YouTube clips of the National Theatre’s performance of Phedre. What are the differences in the two settings and what are the differences in the characterizations of Phedre and Hippolytus? 
2. In the 1962 film Phaedra, starring legendary Greek film star Melina Mercouri and the American (Hollywood) film star Anthony Perkins, and directed by Jules Dassin (who was married to Melina Mercouri at the time), Phaedra is the second wife of a shipping tycoon and Hippolytus (“Alexis”) is her husband’s son from an earlier marriage. Why do you think film director Jules Dassin
i) shoots the scene of the first meeting between Phaedra and Hippolytus in the British Museum in London, among an exhibit of classical Greek sculpture including a “headless” statue of the goddess Aphrodite and a statue of a male nude?
ii) chooses to represent the death scene of Hippolytus as a road accident in which Hippolytus is driving a sports car and collides head-on with a Mercedes-Benz truck?

3. If you were hired to produce and direct a film adaptation of Phedre,
i) What musical theme or theme song, what actors (for Hippolytus and Theseus) and actresses (for Aricia and Phedre), and what setting and time period (e.g. a contemporary KMT or DPP political scandal, or a contemporary popular Taiwanese soap opera setting, etc.), would you choose?

ii) Why would you make these choices?
FINAL EXAM ESSAY
Part 2 / Essay (10 points total)

Note, you may turn this in on or before but not after the day of the final exam.
Minimum word length: 150 words

Answer one of the following numbered topics:

4. Compare the setting and the characterization of Phedre and Hippolytus (Nancy Sinatra and Lee Hazlewood) in the YouTube clip of the 1967 American popular culture song, “Velvet Morning” to the setting and the characterization of Phedre and Hippolytus in the YouTube clips of the National Theatre’s performance of Phedre. What are the differences in the two settings and what are the differences in the characterizations of Phedre and Hippolytus?
5. In the 1962 film Phaedra, starring legendary Greek film star Melina Mercouri and the American (Hollywood) film star Anthony Perkins, and directed by Jules Dassin (who was married to Melina Mercouri at the time), Phaedra is the second wife of a shipping tycoon and Hippolytus (“Alexis”) is her husband’s son from an earlier marriage. Why do you think film director Jules Dassin
iii) shoots the scene of the first meeting between Phaedra and Hippolytus in the British Museum in London, among an exhibit of classical Greek sculpture including a “headless” statue of the goddess Aphrodite and a statue of a male nude?
iv) chooses to represent the death scene of Hippolytus as a road accident in which Hippolytus is driving a sports car and collides head-on with a Mercedes-Benz truck?
6. If you were hired to produce and direct a film adaptation of Phedre,
iii) What musical theme or theme song, what actors (for Hippolytus and Theseus) and actresses (for Aricia and Phedre), and what setting and time period (e.g. a contemporary KMT or DPP political scandal, or a contemporary popular Taiwanese soap opera setting, etc.), would you choose?

iv) Why would you make these choices?
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