Methodology and International Political Economy Fall 2009

Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen
Course Description

This course is an introduction of the U.S. Role in International Political Economy. The goal of this course is to help students to understand what IPE is, how the US trade, financial and investment policies are made, why and how the economic blocs are formed, what complex interdependence is, can the theory of hegemonic stability help explain why the U.S. maintains its hegemonic leadership until now, can the theory of international regimes help explain how the U.S. maintain its hegemonic leadership since the end of World War II, and what the debates among neorealism, neoliberalism and Constructivism are. Methodology will be offered during the two semesters so that students can learn how to write readable term paper. 

It is expected that students of the sequential courses will be able to develop a reading and writing ability as well as a creative and independent way of thinking in future studies. Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 
Paper Requirements 
One 25-page double-spaced English paper. 
Course Requirements and Grading 
Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) Paper Presentation (40%)

(3) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(4) Final Examination (20%)
Recommendations
Those students who are interested in IR theories and American foreign policy are strongly encouraged to take American Foreign Policy (Fall 2009 & Spring 2010), and Methodology and Decision-making Process of U.S. Cross-Strait Policy toward China and Taiwan (Spring 2010). 

Besides, if you students are not aware of American political system very well, you’d better take my course of Methodology and American Politics (Fall 2009).
Course outline

Week 1. Introduction of IPE/Methodology of Reading 

Week 2. International Cooperation Theory I/Methodology of Reading
Stein and Pauly, Choosing to Cooperate
Week 3. International Cooperation Theory II/Methodology of Reading
Stein, Why Nations Cooperate

Week 4. International Cooperation Theory III/Methodology of Reading
Bruno S. Frey, International Political Economics 
Week 5. How the U.S. Trade Policy Is Made? I/Methodology of Reading
Destler, American Trade Politics

Week 6. How the U.S. Trade Policy Is Made? II/Methodology of Reading
Lawrence et al, ed. American Trade Strategy
Week 7. How the U.S. Trade Policy Is Made? III/ Methodology of Reading
Hirschman, National Power and the Structure of Foreign Trade

Week 8. Mid-term Exam
Week 9. International Trading System I//Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus

Gourevitch, Politics in Hard Times

Week 10 International Trading System II/Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Jackson, The World Trading System
Week 11 U.S. Financial Policy I/Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Kindleberger, “The Functions of Financial Centers: Britain in the 19th Century, The United States Since 1945,”
Frieden & Lake, ed, IPE, Chs. 14-19

Week 12 U.S. Financial Policy II/Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Block, The Origins of international Economic Disorder

Week I3 U.S. Financial Policy III/Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Pierce, The Future of Banking /or

Kapstein, Governing the Global Economy

Week 14 Theory of Hegemonic Stability I/Methodology of Writing Term Paper 
Stiles & Akaha, ed., IPE, Ch. 9
Gill & Law, “American Hegemony and International Order,” in The Global Political Economy

Week 15 Theory of Hegemonic Stability II/Methodology of Writing Term Paper 
Gowa, “An Epitaph for Hegemonic Stability Theory?…,” 

Gill, American Hegemony and the Trilateral Commission, Chs. 4 & 5

Week 16 Theory of Hegemonic Stability III/Methodology of Writing Term Paper 
Calleo, Beyond American Hegemony
Week 17 Presentation of Term Paper

Week 18 Final Exam
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