Methodology and American Politics Fall 2009

Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen
Course Description
This course is an introduction of American Governance and Politics. The goal of this course is to help students to understand the various dimensions of American governance, ranging from the theory and practice of separation of powers, executive and legislative relationship, political parties, to the sources of presidential power, the characteristics of a modern president, and the relationship between political thought and political institutions. Methodology will be offered during the two semesters so that students can learn how to write readable term papers. 
It is expected that students of this course will be able to develop a reading and writing ability as well as a creative and independent way of thinking in their studies. Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 
Course Requirements and Grading 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) Paper Presentation: One 25-page double-spaced paper to write any topic of American governance (40%)

(3) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(4) Final Examination (20%)
Required Readings 

Burns et al, Government by the People

Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President

Greenstein, Leadership in the Modern Presidency
Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vols. 4-5

Hilsman, To Govern America
Huntington, American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony

Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents
Paper Requirements
One 25-page double-spaced English paper 
Course Requirements and Grading 
Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) Paper Presentation (40%)

(3) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(4) Final Examination (20%)
Recommendations
Those students who are interested in American foreign policy are welcome to take the sequential courses (AFP Fall 2009 & Spring 2010) and the course of Methodology and Decision-making Process of U.S. Cross-Strait Policy (Spring 2009). 
Neoliberal institutionalism, constructivism, the debates between the three “isms”, international political economy (IPE), international cooperation theory, international organizations, and international regimes will be discussed in my another course entitled Methodology and Internatioanl Political Economy (Fall 2009 & Spring 2010). The goal of the sequential courses is to help students to broaden their academic horizon and global vision.

Course Outline

Week 1 Introduction of American Politics/Methodology of Reading   

Q: How does the American political system function?

Burns et al, Government by the People
Week 2 Classical and Revised Theory of the Separation of Powers: A Comparison
Q1: Does classical theory of separation of powers remain intact in the U.S.? 
Q2: Why do American scholars revise their classical theory of separation of powers?

Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 5, Chs. 1-2

Week 3 Government System I/Methodology of Reading
A. Seven Types of Basic Governmental System (Structure) 

A1. Pure parliamentarianism (UK)

A2. Pure presidentialism (US) 

A3. Premier-presidentialism (France) 

A4. President-parliamentalism (South Korea, Uruguay, Peru and Chile)

A5. Revised presidentialism (Finland) 

A6. Revised parliamentarianism (Austria)

A7. Five-power governmental system, ROC)
Shugart and Carey, Presidents and Assemblies
Week 4 Government System II/Methodology of Reading
Shugart and Carey, Presidents and Assemblies
Week 5 Government System III/Methodology of Reading
Q: Who do so many American scholars admire the British governmental system?
A1. Pure Parliamentarianism (UK) 

Rose, Studies in British Politics

Dennis Kavanagh, British Politics: Continuities and Change /or
Week 6 Government System IV/Methodology of Reading
Q : Is American governmental system the best one in the world?
A2. Pure Presidentialism (US) 
Burns et al, Government by the People
Hilsman, To Govern America
Week 7  The Ungovernability of Modern Government/Methodology of Reading 

Q: What are the factors leading to the ungovernability of modern government?

Crozier et al, The Crisis of Democracy

Week 8  Mid-Term Exam

Week 9  Control System over Bureaucratic Politics/Methodology of Writing
Q: Is there a control system over bureaucratic politics?

Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process
Week 10  Political Party System I/Methodology of Writing
Q1: Is the two-party system the best one in the world?

Q2: If so, why don’t so many countries have two-party system? 
Sartori, Parties and party Systems 

Week 11  Political Party System II/Discussion on Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Q: Are political parties in decline in America?

Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 4, Ch. 4

Week 12   US President and Congress/Discussion on Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Q: Does the US president always gain the upper hand in its relations with the Congress?

Ambrose, “The Presidency and Foreign Policy,” FA, Vol. 70, No. 5, 1991
Greenstein & Polsby, Governmental Institutions and Process, Vol. 5, Chs. 3-5
Week 13  US President and Congress/Discussion on Methodology of Writing Term Paper Prospectus
Q: If not, in what areas does the US congress gain the upper hand in its relations with the president?
Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President
Week 14 US Presidential Power/Discussion on Writing Term Paper
Q: Can a president press ahead with his policies according to his power authorized by the Constitution alone?

Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents
Week 15  A Modern President of the United States/Discussion on Writing Term Paper 
Q: What are the main characteristics of a modern president of the United States?

Greenstein, Leadership in the Modern Presidency
Week 16  Political Thought and Political Institutions I/Discussion on Writing Term Paper 
Q: What are the relations between political thought and political institutions?
Huntington, American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony
Week 17  Political Thought and Political Institutions II/Presentation of Term Paper
Q: How do the Americans solve their problem of political/economic/social disharmony?

Huntington, American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony

Week 18  Final Exam 
2

