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Course Description
In this course we will investigate how American poets have treated poetry as a both reflexive and other-oriented medium for comprehending their daily lives, history, social change, alienation, and commoditization of life in the era since the Second World War. How have poets responded to the rise of mass consumerism since the 1950s, to a surveillance society following the media-hyped terror threat after 9/11? How has poetry been used to accommodate or resist coercive government and corporate control which includes the exporting of wars abroad and exploitation of the poor and minorities in America? How have poets fought against racism and injustice or ignored such issues? Since poets each have their own issues, styles, voices and so forth even when participating in a literary group or movement, we will try to focus on particular poets so as to get to know them and their concerns in depth. In addition, we may refer to poems on related topics or historical situations for comparison. Attention to the construction of the subject and agency in the poetry (and examination of how it is conceived in the poetics) as well as questions of ideological difference—between what a poet conveys in a poem and what is considered self-evident in the media-saturated society at the time, and whether this is portrayed as ironic, resisted, or ignored—are important to poetry of this period that marks a break from modern to postmodern. 
Course Objectives 

To understand major issues in poetics as developed in postwar American poetry and poetics.

To understand American poets in the various contexts in which they write and publish.

To provide a forum for students to develop scholarship on course-related topics.

To develop a critical context for reading poetry in general. 

Course Requirements
Course requirements include attendance and participation in discussion: we will go around the room sharing comments on the readings, so everyone needs to have something to say and hopefully generate discussion and debate. Each student must function as a discussant in at least one class session (see the signup sheet). If you would like this course to include a particular poet, please email at interpoetics@gmail.com so that I can consider your request. A seminar project is also required: an article-length paper of at least 15 pages of solid research reflecting an up-to-date and comprehensive mastery of your topic. Topics should focus on an American poet either included in this course or somehow related to it.
Grading 

Participation and preparedness




20%

Attendance        



                            
10%

Seminar paper







70%

Course Schedule

*Subject to change.
**The assigned readings will include poems and essays by the poets (and sometime criticism not listed in the course schedule). All these materials are to be made available in a course handbook, online, or through photocopying.

	Week
	Topic

	1

9/14
	Introduction to course. Why the distinction between modern and postmodern poetry is important. Discuss samples of poetry from the latest issue of Poetry magazine.

	2

9/21
	Langston Hughes


	3

9/28
	Anamorphic readings of Richard Wright’s haiku

	4

10/5
	Robert Duncan

	5

10/12
	Elizabeth Bishop

	6

10/19
	Adrienne Rich

	7

10/26
	Allen Ginsberg

	8

11/2
	Denise Levertov

	9

11/9
	John Ashbery (part one)

	10

11/16-22
	(Midterm exams / no class)

	11

11/23
	John Ashbery (part two)

	12

11/30
	L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poetry focus:

Charles Bernstein 

	13

12/7
	Clark Coolidge, Susan Howe, and Barrett Watten

	14

12/14
	Ron Silliman

	15

12/21
	Lyn Hejinian

	16

12/28
	Timothy Liu

	17

1/5
	Jorie Graham

	18

1/12-17
	(Final exam week / no class)


RESOURCES
Very helpful hubs of information and collections of American poetry texts and audio online:

Modern & Contemporary American Poetry http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/88/home.html

Electronic Poetry Center http://epc.buffalo.edu
Modern American Poetry http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets.htm 
Spencer Selby’s List of Experimental Poetry/Art Magazines http://www.selbyslist.com/ 

Audio (MP3s) of poets reading their work:

PennSound http://www.writing.upenn.edu/pennsound/

UbuWeb http://www.ubuweb.com/


