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Course Description: 
This is a Ph.D.-level seminar on contemporary Native American fiction with a focus on the geographical imagination of the transnational confluence, diaspora, and environmental justice. We will read five celebrated works by the most influential writers in the field: N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, Linda Hogan, James Welch, and Gerald Vizenor. These writers have not only emerged prominently from the field of contemporary Native American literature, but also become important landmarks in the topography of American literature. In addition, Italo Calvino’s Mr. Palomar, a fiction about optical observation and reflection on space and places, will be added to illustrate the itinerary, routes and detour of our the cultural-geographical journey. 
The argument of the course concerns how the geographical imagination in each text is complicated with the spatialization of politics of identity and difference, re/presentation of belonging and sovereignty, and empowerment of myth. “Landscape” and “Garden” are two frequent literary tropes used by the writer not only to address the cultural traditions of “interior landscape” and “sacred space/land,” but also trace the diaspora experience and to map the provinces of environmental injustice. The illustration of the former encompasses techniques of cultural translation, while that of the latter crisscrosses the routes of decolonization and retribalization. 
In translating the journey in interior and exterior landscapes we will compare Native American cultural theories with Euro-American ones (Merchant, Casey, Shepard). For the discussion on the real-and-imaginary space of gardening cultures and landscaping power, we will observe (detour) through the lenses of postmodern geography (Edward Soja’s “Thirdspace”) and cultural geography (Crang).
Required Literary Texts (in course sequence)

1. Calvino, Italo. Mr. Palomar (1985)

2. Momaday, N. Scott. The Way to Rainy Mountain (1969) 
3. Momaday, N. Scott. House Made of Dawn (1966)

4. Silko, Leslie Marmon. Gardens in the Dune (1999). 
5. Hogan, Linda. People of the Whale (2008).      
Resource Platform:
The ppt, mp3, and reference texts of this course will be added to my teaching resource platform, which contain all other courses that I have directed. Those who register to this course can access to all the resources with a given account number and password.
Grading: 
In class, we will proceed as a seminar, by a combination of lecture and discussion. Your participation in discussions is essential to the success of the course and constitutes a large portion of your grade (20%). The writing portion of your grade will have two components: first, you must write three response entries, in response to three selected texts of our reading (30%) and second, a 15-page research paper (40%). The final 10% of your grade will be based on a 10-minute oral presentation.
1. Attendance and Discussion 20%

2. Response Entries 30%

3. Term Paper 40%

4. Oral Report 10%

Reading Schedule

	Week
	
	Schedule

	1
	
	Introduction

Survey of Western Landscape Painting and Landscape Gardening
*Photo essay 1: “Tourist Gaze and Cultural Confluence” (ppt)
*Photo essay 2: “Modes of Seeing in Western Landscape Painting I: 14th to 17th Centuries” (ppt)

	2
	
	Landscape Painting: Memory, Discourse, Power 
*Photo essay 3: “Modes of Seeing in Western Landscape Painting II: 18th to 19th Centuries” (ppt)
* Photo essay 4: Landscape in Film: Regarding Australia and Rabbit-Poof Fence (ppt) 
Mitchell, W.J. T. “Imperial Landscape.” Landscape and Power. 5-34

Carl Sauer. "The Morphology of landscape" TCGR 96-112

	3
	
	Landscape Painting: Identity and Politics
Ann Jensen Adams, “Competing Communities in the "Great Bog of Europe": Identity and Seventeenth-Century Dutch Landscape Painting.”L&P 35-76
Ann Bermingham, “System, Order, and Abstraction: The Politics of English Landscape Drawing around 1795.” L&P 77-102
W. G.. Hoskins. "The Industrial Revolution and the landscape." TCGR 96-112

	4
	
	Conceptions of Garden and “Sense of Place”
Merchant (2003). “1. A Garden Planet,” “2. The Fall From Eden,” “Recovering the Garden, “From Wilderness to Civilization.” Reinventing Eden: the Fate of Nature in Western Culture., 1-89

	5
	
	Attitudes of Observation and Reflection:

*photo essay 5: “Modes of Seeing in Western Landscape Painting I: 20th Century” (ppt)

Calvino, Italo. Mr. Palomar (1985)

[Optional] Chen, Chi-szu “Crossing the Labyrinth: Reflexivity and Difference In-between Italo Calvino’s Mr. Palomar and René Magritte’s Painting”

	6
	
	Calvino (continued)
*Photo essay 5: “Regarding Indigenous Landscape and Garden” (ppt)

Gillian Rose. “Looking at Landscape: The Uneasy Pleasure of Power.” TCGR171-75.

	7
	
	Calvino (continued)
James S. Duncan. “From Discourse to Landscape: A Kingly Reading.” TCGR 186-93.

Michael Bull. “Reconfiguring the `Site’ and `Horizon’ of Experience.” TCGR 194-200.
From. Cultural Geography.Reader

	8
	
	Re/creating and Empowerment of the Sacred:

Momaday, N. Scott. The Way to Rainy Mountain (1969)  
From Paula Gunn Allen. The Sacred Hoop: Recovering The Feminine in American Indian Traditions.
 “The Sacred Hoop: A Contemporary Perspective.” 54-75.
 “Whose Dream Is this Anyway? Remythologizing and Self-definition in Contemporary American Indian Fiction.” 76-101
 

	9
	
	Momaday, N. Scott. House Made of Dawn (1966) 
“Something Sacred Going on Out There: Myth and Vision in American Indian Literature.”102-117.

	10
	
	Momaday, N. Scott. House Made of Dawn (1966) (continued)


	11
	
	Transnational Traveling And Gardening:
Silko, Leslie Marmon. Gardens in the Dune (1999)
Silko, Leslie Marmon. “Interior and Exterior Landscapes: The Pueblo Migration Stories.”
Mid-term exam week

	12
	
	Silko (continued)
James Clifford. “Traveling Cultures.” TCGR 316-24

	13
	
	Silko (continued)
Doreen Massey. “A Global Sense of Place.” TCGR 257-63.

	14
	
	Ecofeminism and Healing the Fragile World:

Hogan, Linda. People of the Whale (2008)

	15
	
	Hogan (continued)

	16
	
	Hogan (continued) + Project discussion

	17
	
	Project discussion

	18
	
	Final Paper Due (Oral Report)
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	From Landscape and Power (1994). Ed. W. J. T. Mitchell.
	

	2
	W.J.T. Mitchell, “Imperial Landscape.” 5-34
	

	3
	Ann Jensen Adams, “Competing Communities in the "Great Bog of Europe": Identity and Seventeenth-Century Dutch Landscape Painting.” 35-76 
	

	3
	Ann Bermingham, “System, Order, and Abstraction: The Politics of English Landscape Drawing around 1795.” 77-102 
	

	4
	Carolyn Merchant (2003).  “1. A Garden Planet,” “2. The Fall From Eden,” “Recovering the Garden, “From Wilderness to Civilization.” Reinventing Eden: the Fate of Nature in Western Culture.
	

	4
	Lawrence Buell, (2001). “The Place of Place.” Writing for an Endangered World. 55-83
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Instructor’s related researches:
I. National Science Council Research Grant 

“Processing Sustainability and Modernity: The Gifts of Oral Traditions in Native American Literature” (2008/8/01-2010/0730)
II. Publication: 

1. “Evoking the Wind of Justice: Borderland Experience and Toxic Discourse 
in Margo Tamez’s Naked Wanting and Raven Eye.” 《淡江大學人文社會學報》35 ( 2008. September)
2. 〈與自然對話：中國山水畫與西洋風景畫之觀物模式〉。《生態人文主義》。第二期。2005年3月。頁173-232。
III. Conference papers (2004-2009)
1.  “Dialogue with Nature and the Nature of Dialogue: An Ecological Reading of Four Landscape Painters—C.D. Friedrich, Vincent Van Gogh, Paul Cézanne, and Paul Klee.” Symposium on Globalization and the Environmental Justice Movement. September 23~25, 2004, Tucson, AZ, USA.
2. “Sustaining the Spirit of the Land: Gifts from American Indian Oral Traditions.” International Conference on Sustainability and the Literary Imagination. November 17-18, 2006. MOE and National Taipei University of Technology.
3. “Wind of Justice: Urban Struggle and Toxic Discourse in Margo Tamez’s Poetry.” An International Symposium on Diaspora and Ethnic Studies, June 16, 17, 2007, College of Liberal Arts, National Sun Yat-sen University 
4. “Traveling in the Other: Transforming and Recycling the Monkey King in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Gardens in the Dunes.” Asia University International Conference On “‘Globalization’ And Chinese Narrations. ”7-8 Dec. 2007‧Department Of Foreign Languages And Literature, Asia University.
5. “Gardening Ideas across Borders: Sustainable Principles in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Gardens in the Dunes.” The 4th Tamkang International Conference on Ecological Discourse. 23~24, May, 2008, Tamkang University.
6. “Re/covering the Sacred Story: Sacrifice and Violence in Linda Hogan’s Power.” The 2008 2nd Asia University International Conference On ‘Globalization’ And Chinese Narrations.”15-18 DeC. 2008,Asia University
7. “Retribalization in the Risk Society: Embodiment of Myth in Linda Hogan’s Power and Nequo Soqluman’s Palisia Tongku Saveq.” The Tenth Quadrennial International Conference on Comparative Literature: “Translating Risk: Literary Mediation in New Contexts.” May 29-30, 2009.
8. “Taboo, Hunter Philosophy, and Land Ethics in Taiwanese Indigenous Fiction.”1st World Congress of Environmental History: “Local Livelihoods and Global Challenges: Understanding Human Interaction with the Environment.” August 4-8, 2009
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