Ecological Novels生態小說
First Semester, 2009 Academic Year
Ph.D Program, English Department, Tamkang University
Instructor: Yang Ming-tu
Ufna2098@ms9.hinet.net
Course Description:
Such topics as simple life style, symbiosis between humans and nonhumans, animal rights and the strength of spiritual ecology are clearly at the center of what we call “literature and environment.” Indeed, if construed broadly enough, these topics may be at the heart of everything we think of as life and ecosystem.

In this semester's class, we will boldly—and perhaps recklessly—try to discuss these topics reflected in different types of novels including fantasy, the fairy tale, science fiction, travel writing, the sea voyage narrative, eco-topia literature, and some short stories.

Course Goals:
1. To (begin to) define and identify “eco-novel.” 
2. To become more conscious of how to analyze ecological novels. 
3. To become familiar with the major environmental issues of our time and consider how novel studies factor into discussions of these issues. 
4. To refine scholarly skills through individual and group projects.

Required Texts:
Genres in Context

Blanton, Casey. Travel Writing: The Self and the World. New York and London: Rutledge,2002. ISBN: 0-415-93893-7. Paper

Foulke, Robert. The Sea Voyage Narrative. New York and London: Rutledge,2002. ISBN: 0-415-93894-5. Paper
Jones, Steven Swann. The Fairy Tale: The Magic Mirror of Imagination. New York and London: Rutledge,2002. ISBN: 0-415-93891-0. Paper

London, Brooks. Science Fiction After 1900: From the Steam Man to the Stars. New York and London: Rutledge,2002. ISBN: 0-415-93888-0. Paper 

Mathews, Richard. Fantasy: The Liberation of Imagination. New York and London: Rutledge,2002. ISBN: 0-415-93890-2. Paper

May, Charles E. The Short Stories: The Reality of Artifice. New York and London: Rutledge, 2002. ISBN: 0-415-93883-x. Paper

Criticism on Novel and Ecological Themes
Meeker, Joseph W. TheComedy of Survival. Tucson: U of Arizona Press, 1997. ISBN 0-8165-1685-5. Paper
Fiction: Novels and Short Stories 

Baum, L. Frank. The Wizard of Oz. Wordsworth Classics 1993. ISBN: 978-1-85326-112-1

Callenbach, Earnest. Ecotopia. Bantam Boks. 1975 ISBN: 0-553-34847-7 Paper

Gibnson, William. Neuromancer. New York: Ace, 1984

Huxley, Aldous Leonard. Island

Margaret, Atwood. Handmaid’s Tale. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1986

Snyder, Gary. “The Woman Who Marries a Bear,” In The Practice of the Wild. 

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit. Harper Collins Publishers. 2006 IBSN-10 0-261-10221-7 Paper

Le Guin, Ursula K.  Tales from Earthsea. New York : Ace Books2001.ISBN 978-0441-01124-7

Student Work:

Keep up with reading assignments, participate actively in seminar discussions and prepare weekly list of discussion topics (for each assigned text), conduct an interview with someone knowledgeable about a particular aspect of eology, write a book review (400 words) about a recent book relevant to ecological novels, prepare either a Power-point presentation on some aspect of an environmental novel, and a conference-length paper (c. 10 pages) on a topic on the ecological implications of a novel.. 
Course Schedule:

Week 1:  Course introduction: toward definitions of “Environmental literature,” 

Week 2 :  Fantasy and Ecology: Read two chapters of  Fantasy: The Liberation of Imagination
Week 3 : Animal Rights and Symbiosis of Humans and Nonhumans in Fairy Tales

Week 4 : The comedy of survival with Joseph Heller’s Catch 22 as an example

Week 5: Should an Ecotopia be a closed or open society?

Week 6: A reading of Huxley’s Island and Callenback’s Ecotopia

Week 7:  Read Ursula K Le Guin”s Tales from Earthsea
Week 8: Read Tolkien’s The Hobbit

Week 9: Discuss Margaret, Atwood. Handmaid’s Tale
Week 10: Read Charles E. May’s The Short Stories: The Reality of Artifice
Week 11:  Presentation of book reviews—what are the latest books relevant to environmental problems in Taiwan 

Week 12: Discuss the Films adapted from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings

Week 13: Discuss the film adapted from the Earthsea
Week 14: Read Casey Blanton’s Travel Writing: The Self and the World
Week 15:  Read Robert Foulke’s. The Sea Voyage Narrative
Week 16: We’ll read a novel about sea voyage
Week 17: We’ll read either Huxley’s Along the Raod: Notes and Essays of a Tourist (New York: George H. Doran, 1925) or Dervla Murphy’s The Waiting Land: A Spell in Nepal (London: John Murray, 1967) 

Grading: 70% for participation in weekly discussion and power-point presentations; 30% for a conference-length paper (c. 10 pages) on a topic on the ecological implications of a novel.. 
 

