Multi-media and Aesthetics 

多媒體與美學

Fall, 2009
Professor Alex Tu                                                           

  Tuesday 1-4pm (3 credits)

Course objectives

This course explores the close and complex relation between (multi-)media and aesthetics as two “systems” of mutual interaction and interpenetration. Particularly in view of our digital and contemporary culture, the impact of media on aesthetic theories (and vice versa) has always been much-debated. Aesthetics is the branch of literary theories that deal with questions of “taste,” or in a broader context, the study on the traits and conditions of (inter-)sensuous operations, based on textual, visual, acoustic and tactical perception and mediation. This course is designed as a cross-media investigation of tropes and criteria for evaluating artistic productions and disseminations for purposes of developing inter-media literacy. In this course, we will carefully consider and explore the role/influence of interaction between (multi-)media and aesthetics. 
Taking concepts from Hegel and Adorno’s aesthetic theories, Deleuze’s notions of affects and the trans-disciplinary thinking, Kant and Bourdieu’s readings of  “taste” as points of departure, we will try to grapple with the implications of contemporary media and aesthetic studies. The divergent discourses of these theorists manifest the overall interdisciplinary approach of this seminar. Another underlying objective of the course is also to develop a vocabulary and skills to engage in critical understanding of the presence of media across “high” and popular literature/arts and the diversity of varying everyday experiences and practices in today’s world. 

The basic goals, thus, will be: 
· to cultivate a comparative understanding, in conjunction with traditional aesthetic studies, for specific media forms, critical concepts, and interpretative frameworks. 

· to equip students with the critical tools to read, listen, and interpret the written, visual and multi-media texts around us.

· to explore imperative issues in media or aesthetic studies such as gender politics, construction of artistic agency,  representations/discourses on race/ethnicities, in multi-cultural domains. 

Requirements

Texts: One book or anthology of essential readings on inter-media cultures
           A Reader of photocopied articles/texts will be available too. Additional materials 


may be announced and made available later in classes.

Grade breakdown: Completion of assigned reading is a must for this course. The grade breakdown goes as follows:

Attendance/participation            20% 

Midterm                                      30%                

Final Paper (15 pgs)                   50%                        

Attendance: Two absences is the maximum you can miss for any reason, excused or unexcused. Failure to participate in classroom discussions and habitual tardiness may affect your participation grade. 

Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism are offences which are required to be reported to the University. The MLA Handbook is the standard reference guide for literary scholarship.

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS

Week no.                                READING ASSIGNMENT    

Week 1   Introduction and Background                                      

Week 2   Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction” and selections from The Arcades Project;  Buck-Morss, selections from The Dialectics of Seeing
Week 3   Barthes, selections from Empire of the Signs 
Week 4   Kress and Leeuwen, from Reading Images: the Grammar of Visual Design

Week 5   Kant, selections from The Critique of Judgment; Hegel, selections from Aesthetics 
Week 6   Bourdieu, from Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste
Week 7   Adorno, from Aesthetic Theory
Week 8   TBA
Week 9    Peter Lunenfeld, from The Digital Dialectic: New Essays on New Media
Week 10  Lisa Nakamura, from Cybertypes; Maggie Morse, from Virtualities: Television, Media Art, and Cyberculture 
Week 11  Film Screening: Titles to be announced 

Week 12  TBA
Week 13  The Cybercultures Reader, Introduction et al. 
Week 14   Deleuze, selections from A Thousand Plateaus         

Week 15   Deleuze, selections from Cinema I and Cinema II
Week 16   Recapitulation and review
Final exam week:  Final paper due
