American Foreign Policy Fall 2009                   
Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen

Course Description

This course is an introduction of American foreign policy. The goal of this course is to help students to understand the constitutional, institutional and structural factors of U.S. foreign policies as well as the theories of the formation of alliance, the transformation of international system, and crisis management. Methodology will be offered during the two semesters so that students can learn how to write readable term papers. 
It is expected that students of the sequential courses will be able to develop a reading and writing ability as well as a creative and independent way of thinking in their future studies. Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 
Paper Requirements 
One 10-page double-spaced English paper and One equivalent Chinese paper. 
Course Requirements and Grading 
Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) 1st Paper Presentation (20%)

(3) 2nd Paper Presentation (20%)
(4) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(5) Final Examination (20%)
Recommendations
Theories on alliance, international system, realism, Neorealism, cooperation and security, decision-making theory, and U.S. decline or renewal will be addressed in the second semester. Talented students will be encouraged to take the course of Methodology and Decision-making Process of U.S. Cross-Strait Policy (Spring 2010). 

Besides, neorealism, Neoliberalism, constructivism, the debates among the three “isms”, international political economy (IPE), international cooperation theory, international organizations, and international regimes will be discussed in my another course Methodology and International Political Economy (F 2009 & Spring 2010). The goal of the sequential course is to help students to broaden their academic horizon and global vision.
If you students are not aware of American political system very well, you’d better take my course of Methodology and American Politics (Fall 2009).
Course Outline

Week 1 Introduction/Correct Methods of Reading
Week 2 Constitutional Factors/Correct Methods of Reading
Ambrose, ”The Presidency and Foreign Policy,” FA, Vol. 70, No. 5, 1991

Week 3 Executive-Legislative Relations/Correct Methods of Reading
Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President

Week 4 Institutional Factors/Correct Methods of Reading
Rockman, “America’s Department of State: Irregular and Regular Syndromes of Policy Making,” APSR, Dec. 1981

Week 5 Structural Factors/Correct Methods of Reading
Hurwitz & Peffley, “How are Foreign Policy Attitudes Structured: A Hierarchical Model,” APSR, Dec. 1987

Week 6 Domestic Context of Foreign Policy I/Correct Methods of Reading
Nincic, Democracy and Foreign Policy
Week 7 Domestic Context of Foreign Policy II/Correct Methods of Reading
Waltz, Foreign Policy and Democratic Politics, Chs. 1-6 & 11
Week 8 Mid-term Exam
Week 9 Presidential Personality and Characteristics/Correct Methods of Writing 1st Term Paper Prospectus
Barber, Presidential Character

Week 10 Presidential Power/ Correct Methods of Writing 1st Term Paper Prospectus
Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents
Week 11 Alliance Theory I/ Correct Methods of Writing 1st Term Paper Prospectus
Liska, Nations in Alliance
Week 12 Alliance Theory II/Presentation of 1st Term Paper
Walt, The Origins of Alliance, Part 1

Week 13 System Theory I
Kaplan, System and Process in International Politics 
Chapter of Kaplan in Rosenau, ed., International Politics and Foreign Policy
Week 14 System Theory II/ Correct Methods of Writing 2nd Term Paper Prospectus
Synder and Jervis, Coping with Complexity in the International System
Week 15 Crisis Management I/ Correct Methods of Writing 2nd Term Paper Prospectus
George, ed., Avoiding Wars

Week 16  Crisis Management II/ Correct Methods of Writing 2nd Term Paper Prospectus
Synder and Diesing, Conflict among Nations, Chs. 1-5 & 8

Week 17  Presentation of 2nd Term Paper
Week18  Final Exam
PAGE  
3

