TESOL Practicum
Fall 2009

Instructor:  Yueh-kuey Huang
Schedule: Thur. 7,8

Office: FL725, Phone: 2053, Email: ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office Hours: Mon. 10:00-12:00; Thur. 10:00-12:00, and by appointment

Course Description:


This two-credit seminar provides opportunities for participants  to apply theoretical, philosophical, and research based study in the field of TESOL and to demonstrate, through observations and discussions, the skills, strategies, and

best practices related to language pedagogy. It also provides students a further opportunity to reflect upon their work as professionals. The goal of the seminar is for each student to apply the knowledge of theory and methodology for teaching EFL, gained from previous and concurrent courses, to real teaching situations. Participants will do the following: a) teaching an English class on a regular basis, b) observing student teachers on-site or through video, c) conferencing with the instructor, and d) keeping a teaching log for each class taught as the basis for discussions and conferences with the instructor. Areas of focus will be on reflective teaching with a whole language perspective, awareness of personal teaching style, lesson-planning, material selection, evaluation, and other issues related to learners and classroom dynamics.
Required reading: 

Reading Packet & Handouts 
Reference: Reflective Teaching in Second Language Classrooms by J C Richard & C Lockhart, 1996.
Course requirement:
· Preparation and attendance and participation: 20%

· Observation Report: 15%

Observe and critique two skill-based English classes: Describe the students, the settings, and the seating patterns. Take note of the methodologies, strategies, and techniques that are used in the class. Describe the interaction patterns between the teacher and the students and among students.  Is the class teacher or student centered? How well and through what techniques is the teacher monitoring students comprehension? How were students errors treated?  What worked well? What kinds of things could have been done differently?  (Minimum of three pages, in Times New Roman 1 ½ spaced, 12 font) 
· Material design project: 15%
Choose a medium other than books as instructional material. Select, adapt, or develop appropriate instructional material that can be used with this material to teach a particular age and proficiency level of students. You may use your material to supplement a book, story, poem, content-area textbook, etc. Examples of different media include online sources (e.g., podcast, news media), CD, DVD, art, posters, and programmed materials, etc. Discuss the pedagogical validity of your instructional material. (Minimum of three pages)
· Presentation of teaching: 20% 
· Term paper 30% 

Tentative schedule:  Students presentation will constitute the 1st period of the weekly seminar and topic-focused discussion the second period. The following is a tentative list of  topics for inclusion (subject to change if participants wish to examine different topics or if they feel they need more time on an element of the course).
Week  1
9/17
Course overview
Week  2
9/24
Practicing what we teach
Week  3
10/01
Assumptions about teaching/learning

Week  4
10/08
Approaches and techniques

Week  5
10/15
Managing the class

Week  6  
10/22
Materials and resources




Week  7 
10/29
Using a course book
Week  8 
11/05
Presenting & practicing language: pronunciation

Week  9  
11/12
Catch-up week


Week 10  
11/19
Listening comprehension

Week 11  
11/26
Presenting & practicing language: grammar/vocabulary

Week 12  
12/03
Communicative activities (material project due) 
Week 13  
12/10
Communicative activities
 

Week 14  
12/17
Giving feedback/error correction (observation report due)
Week 15  
12/24
Evaluation  

Week 16 
12/31
Evaluation (paper due)


Week 17
1/07
Conclusion
