Designing the Future: Future-Oriented Policy Studies

1. Professor Sohail Inayatullah. Email: sohail@mail.tku.edu.tw, s.inayatullah@qut.edu.au. Phone: 0911830275 (mobile). Home: 2621 5656 (extension 2476). Office: 2621-5656 (extension 3001).

2. Credit Hours. 2 hours.

3. Teaching Goals

· Understanding approaches to designing the Future

· Understanding theoretical and practical differences between planning, policy and futures

· Developing skills in future-oriented policy planning

· Developing confidence in using policy futures methods

4. Areas that the Course will cover

· Futures Studies

· Policy Studies

· Case Studies in Futures-Oriented Planning

5. Ways of Teaching

Pedagogical style will be varied. 

1. Lectures on approaches to futures studies

2. General discussions on  policy making and futures studies

3. Small group discussions focused on applying futures tools to specific policy issues

4. Presentation to class

5. OHP

6. Group work

Students will be encouraged to work in groups in class as well as for the final paper. The final paper should be a futures policy paper advising local, city or national government or business on a particular policy. It should use at least two futures methods, eg, scenarios and the futures triangle and articulate concrete recommendations.

7. Monthly plan

September – Futures, Planning and Policy

1. Overview of Course, goals, grading

2. Policy analysis, planning and Futures Research – an evaluation (can policy making be future oriented?)

3. Futures methods in futures-oriented policy (t-cycle, futures triangle, scenarios, cla, visioning, futures wheels, emerging issues analysis)

Reading for September:  

1. Sohail Inayatullah, “The Study of the Future,” Chapter one, Questioning the Future, Tamsui, Tamkang University, 2002, 1-21 and Chapter eight, 107-110.

2. James Dator, Emerging Issues Analysis in the Hawaii Judiciary, 1977.

4. Graham Molitor, The Molitor forecasting method, Journal of Futures Studies, August 2003.

5. Visit: www.globalideasbank.org, particularly explore DIY Futures (250 new social tools and incentives) and World’s Best Ideas (250 ideas and projects and award winners).

October -  Futures-oriented Planning – Politics and Case Studies

1. Multiple perspectives on Planning. Problem and Mission, Futures, Vision and Evolutionary.

2. Who makes policy? How do ideas become hegemonic? Policy and Symbolic politics.

3. Case Studies in Futures-oriented Policy -  Aging

Readings for October – Choose two of the following:

1. Lorne Tepperman, Social Problems of the Future, Journal of Futures Studies, August 2003.

2. Helen Bartlett, An Aging perspective, Queensland Department of Families, 2003.

3. Mel Miller, A Framework for Integrated Planning, Queensland Department of Families, 2003.

4. Sohail Inayatullah, Alternative Futures and Policy Choices, Queensland Department of Families, 2003.

5. Phillip Daffara, City Policy and Aging Policy, forthcoming, Journal of Futures Studies.

November – Case Studies in Futures-oriented Policy

1. Mid-Term Exam

2. Case Study –  Transport

3. Case Study -   Health and Prisons

Readings for November: 

1. Sohail Inayatullah, Alternative Futures of Transport, Foresight (Vol., 5, No. 1, 2003), 34-43.

2.
Sohail Inayatullah, Scenarios for The Futures Of Corrections. Final Report to the Office of Correctional Services Commissioner, June 2002.

3.
Sohail Inayatullah, Trends transforming the futures of General Practice and Practitioners. www.metafuture.org
December – From Policy to Action

1. Overview of course - Main Learnings

2. Paper presentations for comments

Readings for December. 

For final papers, use 1. Future Survey – www.wfs.org 2. Futures, Foresight, Journal of Futures Studies, the Futurist. 3. Graham Molitor, Encyclopedia of the Future, 4. Richard Slaughter and Sohail Inayatullah, The Knowledge Base of Futures Studies, vol. 1-4, and other resources, including www.futures.hawaii.edu.

8. Grading

1. Attendance, participation and paper presentation – 30% 

2. Mid-Term – 20%.

3. Final Paper – 50%. Research paper on Futures-oriented Policy_ Theory plus case study. Paper must use at least two futures tools. Final Paper due by December 18th, 2003.

Total = 100%

