(Revised) SYLLABUS for Semester 1, 2009

Class: 


ECOLOGY & FILMS (Elective)

Class meeting times: 
Monday 6:10-8:00 pm

Class location:

Room 605, Ching-shen Memorial Building (T)

Instructor: 

Dr I Ralph
Required texts: 
Coetzee, J. M., Disgrace, London: Vintage, 2000.

Grading:
Classwork and class attendance/participation 50%; Mid-semester exam 25%; Final-semester exam 25%.

This course is designed to introduce students to the connections between two, in many ways distinct, disciplines: Ecocriticism and Ecology. Towards this goal, we will watch a number of films that address the current environmental crisis of global warming and the environmental issues of water, waste, and animal rights. We will read the selected literary theory and environmental literature for what this can teach us about the subject of environment and its rights. We will view and discuss the films for what these can teach us about current environmentalist responses to the ecological crisis and roles that we ourselves can play in asking about and speaking for the rights of the nonhuman.

Please note: all of the readings not included in the required texts for the course will be provided by the course instructor in the form of photocopied handouts.

SCHEDULE

Week 1 / Sept 14
Homework: 

i) Briefly research (via the Internet) the film An Inconvenient Truth and the following key terms: “climate change,” “global warming,” “greenhouse gases,” “greenhouse effect.”


ii) Briefly research (via the Internet) the terms “ecology” and “ecocriticism.”

ENVIRONMENTAL LITERARY THEORY, or ECOCRITICISM

Week 2 / Sept 21
Introduction to the course. 

Film: An Inconvenient Truth. Dir. David Guggenheim (96 minutes)
Homework: read “The Logic of Domination” by Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer (1972); “Nature as ‘Not Yet’” by Theodor W. Adorno, The Green Studies Reader: From Romanticism to Ecocriticism, ed. Laurence Coupe, London and New York: Routledge, 2000, pp. 1-8, 77-80, 81-83.
Week 3 / Sept 28
cont. An Inconvenient Truth
Homework: re-read “The Logic of Domination” by Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer, and “Nature as ‘Not Yet’” by Theodor W. Adorno.
Week 4 / Oct 5
“The Logic of Domination,” “Nature as ‘Not Yet.’”
Homework: read pages 3-5 of “General Introduction” by Laurence Coupe in The Green Studies Reader.
Week 5 / Oct 12
“General Introduction” by Laurence Coupe in The Green Studies 
Reader
Homework: read pages 16-23 of “Positions” by Greg Garrard, Ecocriticism, Oxfordshire, U.K., Routledge, 2004.
Week 6 / Oct 19
“Positions” by Greg Garrard, pp. 16-23.



Homework: read pages 23-23 of “Positions” by Greg Garrard.
Week 7 / Oct 26
“Positions” by Greg Garrard, pp. 23-32.
Week 8 / Nov 2
Workshop on oral presentations after mid-semester exam

Week 9 / Nov 9
REVIEW
Week 10 / Nov 16 
MID-SEMESTER EXAM
Homework: read Chapters 1-6 of the novel Disgrace (2000) by J. M. Coetzee (a South African writer)
ANIMAL RIGHTS / HUMAN RIGHTS

Week 11 / Nov 23
Disgrace, Chapters 1-6

Homework: read Disgrace, Chapters 7-12
Week 12 / Nov 30
Disgrace, Chapters 7-12

Homework: read Disgrace, Chapters 13-18
Week 13 / Dec 7
Disgrace, Chapters 13-18
Homework: read Disgrace, Chapters 19-24
Week 14 / Dec 14
Disgrace, Chapters 19-24
*Film: Disgrace (2008). Dir. Steve Jacobs.




*if available

Week 15 / Dec 21
“Meet the Meat” brochure and Film: Meet the Meat (Animal Liberation Victoria, Australia/www.alv.org.au)

Week 16 / Dec 28
*Film: The Cove (2008). Dir. Louie Psihoyos.




* if available
Week 17 / Jan 4
REVIEW
Week 18 / Jan 11 
FINAL SEMESTER EXAM
ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT (25%)

The oral presentation is a group project. Each group will be made up of 4-5 students. Every student must participate equally in the oral presentation.

ASSIGNMENT:
Research a local (Taiwanese) environmental organisation, a prominent Taiwanese environmentalist, a Taiwanese environmental event, or a Taiwanese environmental movement. Present a brief talk based on your findings. 
Please use the following guidelines:

(1) Begin the presentation by introducing the name of the organisation, the key figures of the organisation, and headquarters of the organisation (its main offices). 

(2) Explain what kind of environmental work the organisation is doing. Identify the environmental problem(s) the organisation is confronting/tackling/addressing. Please be specific and give detailed information (including statistics, dates, facts, etc.)

(3) Ask/solicit questions from your audience.
GRADING:
The oral presentation will be graded according to the following criteria:
a. organisation of content (introduction, middle, conclusion)
b. inclusion of detailed information that specifically addresses the topic

c. strong, audible, articulate speech; complete sentences; minor grammatical errors

d. eye contact with/engagement of your audience 
e. no reading from handwritten or typed notes. 
Note: if you have not delivered an oral presentation before, please practice your speech out loud in front of a mirror or in front of your friends and peers. At the time of your presentation, speak directly to your audience. A presentation delivered by reading from handwritten or typed notes is not acceptable.

ASSIGNED ORAL PRESENTATION TOPICS FOR WEEKS 5-9:
__________________________________________________

i) Jin Shi Lee, organic tea farmer in Nantou, Taiwan. (Who is Jin Shi Lee? What does he do? How long has he been doing this? What is organic farming? How much produce in Taiwan is organically farmed?)
DUE DATE: WEEK 5 / Oct 12

PRESENTERS: Cynthia Chu, Ken Sung, Guo Tsen Tso, Cindy Kung, 

(An article on this farmer recently appeared in a tourist magazine for foreigners: Travel in Taiwan 9/10 No. 35, 2009, published by Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transport and Communication, Taiwan.)
_________________________________________________

ii) ASLE (Taiwan). (When was this organisation established/founded? Who are its members? Where is its main office? What kind of environmental work does this organization do and promote?)
DUE DATE: WEEK 6 / Oct 19
PRESENTERS: Elynn Chen, Eugenia Chen*, Harry Lin, Maria Lee
__________________________________________________

iii) International Car-Free Day (20 September)
DUE DATE: WEEK 7 / Oct 26

PRESENTERS: Steven Tseng, Carol Wang, Cat Lin, Abby Lee

__________________________________________________

iv) Professor Ming-tu Yang, English Department, Tamkang University, Tamsui campus.  (Who is Professor Yang? What has he spent the last twelve years studying, teaching and promoting? What is the subject of his poetry? Bring to class and read to the class one or two poems that appeal to you.)
DUE DATE: WEEK 8 / Nov 2

PRESENTERS: Jerry Hsu, Annie Chen, Ivy Zheng, Cher Liu

__________________________________________________

v) The Taiwanese government’s push for nuclear power. (What are the arguments for and against nuclear power in Taiwan? How many nuclear power plants are there currently in Taiwan? When was each these plants built? Where in Taiwan is nuclear waste stored/dumped?) 
DUE DATE: WEEK 9 / Nov 9

PRESENTERS: Jeff Lau, Winnie Yan, Sara Chen, Andrew Ro, Eugenia Chen* (moved from Group 1)
ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT (25%)

The oral presentation is a group project. Every student must participate equally in the oral presentation.

ASSIGNMENT:
Research a local (Taiwanese) environmental issue, or an issue that relates to an environmental issue. Present a brief talk based on your findings. 
Please use the following guidelines:

(1) Introduce your topic – provide some background information.

(2) Stick to the topic and repeat key terms

(3) Ask/solicit questions from your audience.
GRADING:
The oral presentation will be graded according to the following criteria:
a. organisation of content (introduction, middle, conclusion) (5 pts)
b. inclusion of detailed information that specifically addresses the topic (5 pts)

c. strong, audible, articulate speech; complete sentences; minor grammatical errors (5 pts)

d. eye contact with/engagement of your audience (5 pts)
e. no reading from handwritten or typed notes  (5 pts)

Note: if you have not delivered an oral presentation before, please practice your speech out loud in front of a mirror or in front of your friends and peers. At the time of your presentation, speak directly to your audience. A presentation delivered by reading from handwritten or typed notes is not acceptable.

_____________________________________
Group 6: Geena Lin, Jessica Chang, Jessy Chang, Jimmy Chang, Winny Chang, Justin Chen, Maggie Chen, Jason Chou

DUE DATE: WEEK 11

_____________________________________
Group 7: Green Fan, Angela Hsu, Edward Hsu, Geist Hsu, Mandy Hsu, Melody Hsu, Tai Hsu, Sherry Hung

DUE DATE: WEEK 12

_____________________________________
Group 8: Ann Jing, Annie Lee, Eason Lee, Stan Lee, Tina Lee, Waiting Liao, Tim Liang, Doris Lin

DUE DATE: WEEK 13

_____________________________________
Group 9: Wennie Lin, Shannon Liu, Pink Ni, Evy Pai, Twiggy Shang Kuan, Jam Shen, Amy Sun, Belle Tsai

DUE DATE: WEEK 14

_____________________________________

Group 10: James Tsai, Linda Tsai, Gary Tseng, Kid Wang, Sunny Wang, Andrew Yang,  Kate Yang

DUE DATE: WEEK 15

_____________________________________
Class: 


ECOLOGY & FILMS (Elective)

Class meeting times: 
Monday 6:10-8:00 pm

Class location:

Room 605, Ching-shen Memorial Building (T)

Instructor: 

Dr I Ralph
Required texts: 
Coetzee, J. M., Disgrace, London: Vintage, 2000.

Davidson, Robyn, Tracks, London: Vintage, 1992 (c. 1980).
Grading:
Classwork and class attendance/participation 50%; Mid-semester exam 25%; Final-semester exam 25%.

MID-SEMESTER EXAM

This exam is made up of 40 multiple choice questions and one short essay question. The multiple choice questions are each worth half (1/2) a point. The essay question is worth five (5) points. 

Part 1 / Multiple Choice

Choose the best answer in questions 1 to 40 and fill in the attached Answer sheet. (MAKE SURE TO WRITE YOUR FULL NAME ON THE ANSWER SHEET.)

ECOLOGY AND THE 20th and 21st CENTURIES

An Inconvenient Truth (film)

1. In the past, we believed that the actions of humans had a negligible impact on the planet Earth. Today, the consensus is that the actions of humans are

a.
insignificant in comparison to the actions of other species.

b.
significant in comparison to the actions of other planets.

c.
capable of influencing the fate of the planet.

d.
incapable of influencing the fate of the planet.

2. The phenomenon of global warming is the result of humans’ actions. The term “global warming” refers to 

a.
the increase in temperature of the sun.

b.
the increase in temperature of the earth’s biosphere.

c.
the decrease in temperature of the sun.

d.
the decrease in temperature of the earth’s biosphere.

3. Al Gore talks about infrared rays emitted by the sun. In the past, the earth (including the icecaps at the North and South poles) reflected much of the heat of these infrared rays. In recent history this has changed. The infrared rays are being trapped because the atmospheric layer that surrounds the earth has

a. thinned.

b. thickened.

c. disappeared.

d. turned to jelly.

4. What has caused this thickening?

a.  oxygen

b. pollution caused by humans 

c. hydrogen

d. water

5. 40% of all humans on earth get their drinking (potable) water from glaciers. What are glaciers?

a. mountains

b. oceans

c. large formations of ice on top of mountains

d. lakes

6. Global warming is causing the earth’s glaciers to melt at alarming rates. As a result, in the 21st century, 

a. millions of people will have access to potable water.

b. millions of people will be without access to potable water.

c. millions of people will build desalinization plants.

d. millions of will move to the Arctic and Antarctic (North and South poles).

7. World population figures given in billions for the years 1945 and 2005, and projected world population figure for the year 2050:
Year:
1945 

2005

2050

a.
2.0 billion
9.0 billion
6.5 billion

b.
9.0 billion
6.5 billion
2.0 billion

c.
6.5 billion
2.0 billion
9.0 billion

d.
2.0 billion
6.5 billion
9.0 billion

8. Global warming is a combination of two anthropogenic (human-caused or human-made) events. These are:

a. the increase in C02 levels and the increase in temperature.

b. the decrease in C02 levels and the decrease in temperature.

c. the decrease in CO2 levels and the increase in temperature.

d. the increase in C02 levels and the decrease in temperature.

9. In the last forty years, the Arctic icecap (the body of ice at the North Pole) has
a. increased by 10%.

b. increased by 20%.

c. remained the same.

d. diminished by 40%.
10. All of the factors below except one have played a significant role in the environmental crisis of global warming. Which factor below has NOT played a significant role?

a. the increase in the human population (which has more than tripled in 50 years)

b. the environmentally irresponsible use of technology

c. the abuse of the environment by humans

d. the energy emitted by the sun
ECOCRITICISM IN THE 20th-21st CENTURIES

“The Logic of Domination” by Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer

11. In this essay, Adorno and Horkheimer attack the Enlightenment (the birth of scientific rationalism) for advancing a kind of thinking that i) separates the universe into a human and nonhuman world and that ii) treats, or holds, that the nonhuman is inferior to the human.

In other words we can say, according to Adorno and Horkheimer’s arguments, the Enlightenment promoted a kind of thinking that treated nature as
a. a human being with rights.
b. a nonhuman being with rights.

c. a thing/object/non-being with rights.

d. a thing/object/non-being without rights.
“Nature as ‘Not Yet’” by Theodor W. Adorno

12. In this essay, Adorno argues that in the period of modernity, “natural beauty” (nature) was no longer considered a subject worthy of consideration and contemplation. Art (the human-made work of art) replaced nature as the highest reference for beauty. In other words, according to Adorno’s argument, we can say that in the period of modernity, art became

a. separate from nature.

b. superior to nature.

c. inferior to nature.

d. equal to nature.

13. In this same essay, Adorno also critiques the modern philosophical concept that “nothing in the world is worthy of attention except that for which the autonomous [human] subject has itself to thank” (p. 81). This concept, otherwise expressed, is the belief that

a. all reality is a construction of something or someone outside of human consciousness.

b. all reality is constructed by human consciousness.
c. nothing in the world is worthy of attention.

d. everything in the world is worthy of attention.

“General Introduction” (pages 3-5) by Laurence Coupe

14. When we study literature, we often approach it by way of a ‘critical perspective.’  The term “ecocriticism” refers to an environmental critical perspective. That is to say, ecocriticism is a kind of critical perspective that focuses on the relationship between

a. masculine and feminine identity.
b. a dominant/allegedly superior, “white” racial identity and a subordinated/allegedly inferior “coloured” racial identity.
c. human and nonhuman identity.
d. heterosexual and homosexual identity.

15. The “General Introduction” is for an anthology (collection) of ecocriticism that is titled The Green Studies Reader: from Romanticism to Ecocriticism.  This book is a collection of essays by ecocritics. The texts they discuss are from the 19th century to the present. One of the legacies of the Romantic period in English literature was its

a. celebration of cities.
b. celebration of countries.
c. celebration of older, rural and agrarian communities wiped out by industrialism.
d. celebration of older, rural and agrarian communities fighting against industrialism.
16. The first term in these pairs, masculine/feminine, white/coloured, human/nonhuman and heterosexual/homosexual) refers to
a. a historically unstable identity.
b. a historically stable identity.
c. a historically privileged being and identity.
d. a historically repressed being and identity.
17. In the “General Introduction” to The Green Studies Reader, the author Laurence Coupe uses a synonym for a critical perspective known as “ecocriticism.” What is the synonym he uses?
a. red studies

b. black studies

c. green studies

d. white studies
18.  Coupe accepts that “human beings make sense of the world through language,” but he disagrees with the belief that “nature is nothing more than a linguistic construct” (p.3). In other words, he disagrees with the belief that nature

a. is not real.
b. is real.
c. is important.
d. is valuable.
19. Coupe defines ecocriticism as a discipline that is concerned with justice as this concerns the rights of
a. indigenous peoples.
b. women and children.
c. our nonhuman “fellow-creatures.”
d. homosexuals.
20. Coupe discusses a major political protest that occurred in 1999 in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. The demonstration was “the biggest [demonstration] witnessed in the United States since the Vietnam War” (p. 5). Coupe goes on to say that “the theme that united the demonstrators was the need to protect

a. the U.S. economy.
b. the world economy.
c.  the earth.
d. the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

21. Coupe makes an environmental argument that it is impossible to separate “defense of people from defense of the planet, human rights from ecological survival, justice from sustainability” (p. 5). That is to say, he makes the environmental argument that the rights of the nonhuman world (animals, forests, rivers and oceans) are
a. independent of human rights.

b. closely tied to human rights.

c. more important than human rights.

d. less important than human rights.
“Positions” by Greg Garrard

22. Gerrard states in the chapter “Positions” that although environmentalism is “relatively young as a social, political and philosophical movement,” already there are distinct positions that have emerged out of it. Which of the below is not one of the positions of environmentalism:

a. the cornucopian position

b. ecomarxism
c. deep ecology

d. ecofeminism
23. Gerard uses the word “cornucopian” to describe people who
a. believe that an increase in the human population is an advantage. They believe more people on the planet will mean more human resourcefulness.
b. believe that if humans continue to use the environment to satisfy their own needs and do not consider the needs of the environment, no amount of human resourcefulness will save them from environmental problems.
c. do not believe that we “can have our cake and eat it too.”

d. pay attention to and respect the non-human environment.

24. Gerard uses the term “environmentalism” to describe

a. a radical environmental position that holds that we should make an effort to reduce the human population in order to give nonhuman populations “more room.”

b. an environmental position that calls for “radical social change” in the way we think about and treat the nonhuman world.

c. an environmental position that most people do not support.

d. an environmental position that is very popular and that is continuing to gain support among people concerned about pollution.
25. The general movement of “environmentalism” has been attacked by hard-core, or “radical,” ecocritics on the grounds that it (“environmentalism”) is 
a. the best response to current environmental problems.

b. the worst response to current environmental problems.

c. a superficial (“shallow”) movement whose supporters are not acting quickly enough to address widespread environmental problems.

d. a significant movement whose supporters are acting quickly to address widespread environmental problems.

26. “Deep ecology,” refers to which of the following:

a. the belief that a smaller human population will benefit all living beings on the planet.
b. ecofeminism.
c. the belief that the rights of the nonhuman world are second to human rights.

d. an environmental movement that has popular, widespread support.

27. “Deep ecology,” also refers to 

a. the belief that the nonhuman has no intrinsic value.

b. the belief that the nonhuman world has intrinsic value.

c. the belief that the nonhuman world was created for the human.

d. the belief that the nonhuman world was created for God.

28. Ecofeminism is a position that sees close connections between feminist theory and environmentalist theory. In particular, it sees parallels between the ‘man/woman’ dualism and the ‘human/nature’ dualism. The first term in both dualisms refers to and associates with

a. a secondary (inferior) being and the irrational and the material. 

b. a primary (privileged) being and the rational and the abstract.

c. a secondary (inferior) being and the rational and abstract.

d. a primary (privileged) being and the irrational and material

29. Ecomarxism is an environmental position that is “explicitly political.” In the context of Gerrard’s definition, “explicitly political,” refers to all of the following except:
a. real political engagement with the world.

b. the communism of Karl Marx (1818-33) and Friedrich Engels (1820-95).

c. the belief that the individual is more important than the society or community.

d. the belief that humans’ exploitation of nature is closely tied to humans’ exploitation of other humans.

30. Jin Shi Lee is

a. an inorganic tea farmer in the central county of Nantou

b. an organic tea farmer in the central county of Nantou

c. a inorganic coffee grower

d. an organic coffee grower

31. i) herbicides and ii) pesticides refer to chemical substances for killing

a. i) humans and ii) nonhumans

b. i) nonhumans and humans

c.i) plants and ii) insects

d. i) insects and ii) plants

32. “Organic farming” refers to farming practices that use
a. modern industrial herbicides and pesticides.
b. older, ‘natural’ herbicides and pesticides.
c. intensive farming methods.

d. no herbicides or pesticides.
33. What does the acronym ASLE stand for?

a. Association for the Study of the English Language

b. Association for the Study of Literature and English

c. Association for the Study of Literature and Environment

d. Association for the study of Environment and Literature

34. The first ASLE (organisation) was in:

a. China

b. Taiwan

c. U.S.A.

d. U.K. (England)

35. The Taiwanese “chapter” of ASLE was first established

a. at Tamkang University (Tamsui campus) in 1999.

b. at Tamking University (Taipei campus) in 1999.

c. at Tamkang University (Taipei campus) in 2009.

d. at Tamkang University (Tamsui campus) in 2009.

36. ASLE-Taiwan is an organisation primarily devoted to

a. scholarly and academic interpretations of and engagements with texts according to a literary point of view

b. scholarly and academic interpretations of and engagements with texts according to an environmental point of view

c. direct political action and political protest

d. the teaching of English 

37. Where was International Car Free Day first established?
a. U.K.
b. U.S.A.
c. Australia
d. France
38. Who is Professor Ming-tu Yang?
a. a playwright and a feminist

b. a novelist and a feminist

c. a painter and an art critic

d. a poet and ecocritic

39. One of the arguments for nuclear power in Taiwan is:

40. One of the arguments against nuclear power in Taiwan is:

Part 2 / Written Essay

Minimum words: 150
Choose one of the topics below and write a response to it.

Topics:

1.
Write one or two or three facts/pieces of information that you learned from the film An Inconvenient Truth.

2.
In the “Introduction” to The Green Studies Reader, Laurence Coupe argues that “green studies” (another word for ecocritical theory or ecocriticism) is “the most radical of critical activities” in the present century (page 5). It is even more radical than theories about class, race or gender. Why?
3.
Name and briefly summarise, in your own words, one or two of the five environmental positions that Greg Garrard discusses in his essay “Positions.” 

4.
Write a brief summary of one of the following topics: 
i) the topic that you presented orally in class.
ii) any of the topics that have been presented so far.
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