Oral Presentations, 英語演講: Syllabus

There's another file called “Rules for All Classes” that I'll post online. You can look at it for details; here are the most important things:

· If you miss more than 6 class hours, that's it—you fail (obviously the previous two weeks don't count!). If you have a good reason to be absent, of course talk to me about it and everything will [probably] be fine.

· Any plagiarism results in a score of zero for the assignment.

Teacher: Iain Brown (包俊傑). Please call me Iain, or Teacher.

Textbook: Kenneth Anderson, Joan Maclean, and Tony Lynch. Study Speaking: Second Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Goal: we’re going to work with lots of spoken English in a variety of ways.

This semester everyone will do a major presentation in front of the class. The topics will come from the first half of the book. Additionally, there will be other briefer speeches, as well as reading and “discussion” homework online.

Grading:  Each exam is worth 20%. Participation and activity in class is worth 30%; assignments such as speeches, presentations, and online material are also worth 30%. (I believe there's no TA component—is that right?) (Last year there was a TOEFL component in the second semester, but I think that's gone now.)


You will do some writing for this class. Some of the material will be submitted, but much of it will be posted online, at “Me Speak English One Day.” You can see information about that on the other handout.

· The midterm and final exams will both be presentations. I vary the procedure: sometimes I give you a list of 4-5 topics, and then on the day of the test I tell you which topic you must do. Sometimes I give you the topic in advance and you can prepare in detail. Other times I give you almost no chance to prepare.

Assignments: The course will include assignments from the textbook, but there will also be a few of online assignments. Your biggest assignment will of course be your main presentation.

Note on attendance

This semester I will enforce school policy on absences: if you are absent for more than six class hours, then you will not be permitted to do the final exam, and you will automatically fail. Note that coming late counts as missing half an hour of class time—in other words, if you are late 12 times, that means you've missed six hours, which means you can stop coming to class.

Presentations

The presentations will be moderately formal, and most of you will probably use PowerPoint as part of the presentation.

This semester, the broad topics for the presentations are Work, Food, Language, and Health—these are the first four units in the textbook. Of course, you'll have to narrow these topics. After anybody volunteers, I'll simply assign slots.

When I mark these, there are a few things I'm looking for:

· English ability: grammar, fluency, and so on. I'll care about this in both your speaking and in your slide presentation.

· “Presentation” ability: poise, volume, presence on the stage.

· Content: I want you to teach your classmates something interesting. A refrain I use again and again in my classes is “Persuade, inform, entertain.” Your presentation should do at least one of these things.

· Also on content: you're in third year. Your presentations should be academic in nature—what I mean is, they should show some kind of thought and analysis. Demonstrate critical thinking skills. Do NOT just give reports on “This is a panda. Pandas live in China. Pandas are cute. Thank you. Any questions?” Instead, you could give detailed descriptions of panda conservation measures in Sichuan, and how these were affected by the earthquake last year; or you could talk about the history of panda diplomacy and how it was instrumental in building Chinese connections with the outside world during the 1970s. I'm sure you remember the word “thesis” from your composition classes—your presentations should be similar, in that you should have a thesis with numerous points supporting that thesis.

A rough guideline for the presentations: you'll speak for about 15 minutes. Then you'll answer questions for 5-10 minutes. Then there will be about 10-15 minutes of group discussion of your speech/ topic—during that time you'll be wandering around, encouraging conversation. The final 5-10 minutes of each session will be me talking about the presentation and giving tips/ suggestions. (I wish there were a better way: I really don't like criticizing people in front of the whole class, but it's the best way for everyone to know what to work on; I will try very hard to make the criticism constructive!)

· The speaker: your job isn't actually done until you've finished the hour. You'll also be, well, doing my job—walking around the classroom and making sure that people keep talking about the topic. You'll probably want to prepare a set of discussion questions.

· This discussion time will be a fairly significant part of your participation score. If you're just sitting there silently, your participation score will be low. If you're active and full of ideas, then your participation score will be high.

Most, perhaps all, classes will have two speeches.

A tentative schedule:

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Hour 1
	Hour 2

	1
	Sept. 14
	(Well, we didn't have class yet.)

	2
	Sept. 21
	(No class yet!)

	3
	Sept. 28
	Introductory material

	4
	Oct. 5
	Introductory material

	5
	Oct. 12
	Introductory material

	6
	Oct. 19
	Work 
	1
	2

	7
	Oct. 26
	Work 
	3
	4

	8
	Nov. 2
	Food
	5
	6

	9
	Nov. 9
	Food
	7
	1. Midterm preparation

	10
	Nov. 16
	Midterm exam: presentations during test time.

	11
	Nov. 23
	Food
	8
	9

	12
	Nov. 30
	Language
	10
	11

	13
	Dec. 7
	Language
	12
	13

	14
	Dec. 14
	Language
	14
	15

	15
	Dec. 21
	Health
	16
	17

	16
	Dec. 28
	Health
	18
	19

	17
	Jan. 4
	Health
	20
	1. Final preparation

	18
	Jan. 11
	Final exam week: presentations during test time.


