Biblical Literature: Tentative Syllabus

                      聖經文學：授課大綱

Instructor: Albert Chen 陳建志
Introduction:

     The Bible is one the most significant books that has shaped western culture. In teaching the Bible, we will focus on how it influenced western thinking and classic literary works, and on pointing out the biblical allusions in literary works as well as movies. The students will have to choose a related topic to do a presentation on platform as a group, such as finding biblical allusions in literary works or related movies. 
Tentative Syllabus

	Week
	Content
	Focus

	1st week


	General Introduction
	Mythology according to C. G. Jung, Joseph Campbell. How Biblical mythology differs from Greek mythology

	2nd week
	Genesis
	Symbols of God, Garden of Eden, Tower of Babel

	3rd week


	Exodus
	Jewish people and “diaspora” 

	4th week
	Exodus
	God and man; how the image of God changed with time

	5th week


	Moses
	Comparison between Moses and Christ; religion and Politics

	6th week 
	Ten Commandments
	watching the movie Ten Commandments by Cecile B. Demills or another related movie

	7th week
	Ten Commandments
	Teaching; discussion

	8th week
	The Book of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiates
	Literary techniques, meaning of Job’s suffering; comparison between The Book of Job and Greek Tragedy

	
	
	

	9th week
	The Book of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiates/ Literary techniques, meaning of Job’s suffering; comparison between The Book of Job and Greek Tragedy

	10th week
	Mid-term Examination
	

	11th week
	Introduction to the New Testament
	Comparison between the Old Testament and the New Testament

	12th week
	The four Gospels
	The Characteristics of Holy Ghost

	13th week
	The four Gospels
	The idea of Trinity

	14th week
	Acts;

Paul’s Epistles
	Paul: the man, his action and significance to Christianity

	15th week
	Revelations
	Movies related to the revelation themes and Apocalyptic ideas.

	16th week
	Biblical themes and allusions
	Biblical themes and allusions in literary works (ie.  The symbols of light and darkness); how literary works use biblical metaphors or allusions

	17th week
	Religious Cultures
	Modern situations of religions; possibility of integration of “religiousness” 

	18th week
	Final Examination


Teaching Methods：lecturing, group presentation, watching related movies, discussion
Requirements：reading, group presentation on platform

Evaluation：attendance＆in-class discussion 10％, group presentation

  30％, mid-term examination 30%, final examination 30%
  *Those who are absent for three times will fail the course. 

Assigned Textbook：Good News Bible
Reference Books：
          Hero with a Thousand Faces. Joseph Campbell

          The Power of Myth.  Joseph Campbell

Man and His Symbols. C. G. Jung

Jung for Beginners. Maggie Hyde
