Sophomore English
Fall 2009
INSTRUCTOR
薛玉政 Yu-cheng Sieh

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims to expand students’ vocabulary and to raise their reading comprehension level.  Students are expected to develop critical analysis skills by working through a variety of reading materials from both print and online.  

REQUIREMENTS

1. Missed quizzes are not to be made up. 

2. Class attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will result in damage to a student’s final grade.  

TEXTBOOK & SUPPLEMENTARY READING
1. Anderson, N.J. (2008). Active Skills for Reading: Book 3 (2nd ed.). Canada: Thomson Heinle. 
2. Materials for supplementary reading will be announced in class. 
GRADING 

	Quizzes and participation
	20%

	Group work
	15%

	Student presentation
	15%

	Midterm 
	25%

	Final exam
	25%


TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
	Week 1
	09/18
	Orientation 
	BBC:  Words in the News

	Week 2
	09/25
	Unit 1: chapter 1
	May 13: Belgian city goes veggie

	Week 3
	10/02
	Unit 1: chapter 2
	Sept. 4: TV pirates

	Week 4
	10/09
	Unit 2: chapter 1
	August 10: Deadly storms in East Asia

	Week 5
	10/16
	Unit 2: chapter 2
	Sept. 7: Japan to cut harmful emissions

	Week 6
	10/23
	Unit 3: chapter 1
	August 31: Multitasking harmful to productivity

	Week 7
	10/30
	Unit 3: chapter 2
	May 18: Tall people earn more

	Week 8
	11/06
	Unit 4: chapter 1
	July 22: Unlucky solar eclipse

	Week 9
	11/13
	Review
	

	Week 10
	11/20
	Mid-term exam  
	

	Week 11
	11/27
	Unit 4: chapter 2
	August 19: Jackson’s birthday burial

	Week 12
	12/04
	Unit 5: chapter 1
	May 29: Illegal downloads

	Week 13
	12/11
	Unit 5: chapter 2
	June 12: US prepares for digital switchover

	Week 14
	12/18
	Unit 6: chapter 1
	June 3: Bing launch

	Week 15
	12/25
	Unit 6: chapter 2
	May 4: Disappearing languages

	Week 16
	01/01
	National holiday. No class.
	June 17: Acropolis Museum row

	Week 17
	01/08
	Review
	


	Week 18
	01/15
	Final exam
	


