Introduction to Cultural Translation

Fall 2009 文化翻譯概論  

選修(外語學院共同科) 二學分
Tue. 14:10 –16: 00
Instructor: Pei-Yun Chen
Office Hours: (Thur.) 11:00-12:30
             FL 733  #3203
e-mail: jill@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course description:
This course will put its central focus on translation and its relation to cultures. Translation, which is not merely the transposition of the same meanings in different languages, actually involves the transposition of thoughts expressed in one language by one social group into the appropriate expression of another group, and it entails a process of cultural de-contextualization and re-contextualization. With the rapid growth of globalization, cultures nowadays are increasingly brought into greater contact with one another. This course will examine the interface of cultures presented in several theoretical discourses and literary works, and by such examination this course will also demonstrate the fact that the formations and reshaping of cultures are never divorced from the ceaseless workings of translation practices. 
Requirement:

Students are required to attend all class sessions and to participate in class discussions. Class participation means that students are required to have read the texts thoroughly and to come to class prepared to talk about them. In addition, each student will be required to deliver at least one presentation on an assigned work during the semester. These presentations should be conceived as exercises in literary interpretation through close analysis, and should ideally help to stimulate a discussion through arguments and questions. Those who are assigned to give presentations are also responsible to lead class discussions. No mid-term will be scheduled, but a final exam will be scheduled.

Grading assessment:

Attendance and Participation (including pop-quizzes): 20%

Presentations: 40%

Final: 40%

Attendance policy:

Attendance at all classes is required and is necessary for satisfactory progress in the work of the course. Students are expected to come to class each week prepared to discuss the assigned readings. Accumulating more than three unexcused absences will greatly lower the final grade in the course and more than one-fourth of the class meetings will automatically result in failure of this course. Absences expected to be regarded as excused ones MUST notify the instructor beforehand with proving documents.  

Plagiarism and honesty policy:

Plagiarism or any other form of cheating on papers, reports, homework, tests, or quizzes will result in severe penalties, which may include failure of this course. Since there will be a mid-term and one final given, students should keep in minds that cheating in the exam will NOT be allowed and will be reported.

Texts:

Susan Bassnett, “The Translation Turn in Cultural Studies”
Andre Lefevere, “Chinese and Western Thinking on Translation”
(Ref: Constructing Cultures: Essays on Literary Translation 1998)
Terry Eagleton, The Idea of Culture
Edward Said, Orientalism
Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Community: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism
Jeremy Munday, “文化研究的多樣化” (selected from Introducing Translation Studies: Theories and Applications)

周蕾，“觀看現代中國—如何建立一個種族觀眾的理論”(selected from Women and Chinese Modernity: The Politics of Reading between West and East)

Tentative Schedule of Reading: (subject to revision)

Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: Susan Bassnett, “The Translation Turn in Cultural Studies”
Week 3: Jeremy Munday, “文化研究的多樣化” (selected from Introducing 
       Translation Studies: Theories and Applications)
Week 4: 何謂文化? Terry Eagleton, The Idea of Culture
Week 5:《末代皇帝》
Week 6:《末代皇帝》，小組報告
Week 7:《臥虎藏龍》
Week 8:《臥虎藏龍》，小組報告
Week 9: Edward Said, Orientalism (selected chapters)
Week 10: 期中考週
Week 11: Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (selected chapters)
Week 12: Passage to India
Week 13: Passage to India，小組報告
Week 14: The Quiet American
Week 15: The Quiet American，小組報告
Week 16: Andre Lefevere, “Chinese and Western Thinking on Translation”
Week 17: 周蕾，“觀看現代中國”(selected from Woman and Chinese Modernity)
Week 18: 期末考
