SYLLABUS for Semester 1, 2009 *updated 
Class: 


Advanced English Workshop

Class location:

Room 703, Business and Management Building (B)
Class meeting times: 
Friday 2:00-4:00 pm

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph

Grading: 
Written summary of Information speech (10%); Persuasive speech (30%); Impromptu speech (10%); Group Talks/Panel Discussion (30%); Evaluation of written summary of Information speech (10%); Evaluation of Persuasive speech (10%).
SCHEDULE
Week 1 / Sept 18

/
Week 2 / Sept 25

/

Week 3 / Oct 2

Introductions.

Homework: prepare a five-minute information speech (I) on a topic/subject about Taiwan.

Week 4 / Oct 9
Information speech
Week 5 / Oct 16

cont. Information speech
Week 6 / Oct 23

cont. Information speech
Week 7 / Oct 30

cont. Information speech
Week 8 / Nov 6

cont. Information speech/Peer Reviews
*Please meet from 12 noon-2 pm (not 2-4 pm), 

Room B703
Written Peer Review/Evaluation of written summaries of information speeches
Week 9 / Nov 13
Prepare for debate.

Week 10 / Nov 20 
Mid-semester exam week / Class will still be held in Room B703. Cont. Prepare for debate.
Week 11 / Nov 27
Panel discussion (Group talks)/Deliver debate.
Week 12 / Dec 4

Persuasive speech (topic of your choice)
Week 13 / Dec 11

Persuasive speech (“

 ”)
Week 14 / Dec 18

Persuasive speech (“

 ”)
Week 15 / Dec 25

Impromptu speeches
Week 16 / Jan 1 

* Holiday *

Week 17 / Jan 8

Impromptu speeches
Week 18 / Jan 15 

Final Semester Exam
1. Grading criteria for Written Summary of Information speech (10%)
i. The subject of the talk is clearly identified.

ii. The information that is given clearly supports/is about the topic.

iii. There are minimal grammatical errors and minimum punctuation and spelling errors.

iv. A conclusion is provided.

2. Grading criteria for Persuasive Speech (30%)

i. A strong position statement is given.

ii. Support for the position is given.

iii. Counter-arguments are given.

iv. Rebuttals to the counter-arguments are given.

v. A conclusion/re-statement of the position is given.

vi. The speech is audible and articulate. The speech addresses/grapples with a serious (and complex) issue.
vii. The speaker makes eye contact with the audience.

viii. The speaker does not rely heavily on any typed or handwritten notes, i.e. the delivery of the material is not a reading of handwritten or typed notes.

ix. The speaker elicits questions, comments, contributions from the audience.
3. Grading criteria for Impromptu Speech (10%)

i. The speaker is audible and articulate. The speaker enunciates words and syllables clearly, pronounces the final consonants of words, speaks in complete sentences, speaks with minor grammatical errors. The speaker makes eye contact with the audience. (5)
ii. The speech is focused and provides specific, detailed information. (5)

4. Grading criteria for Group Talks/Panel Discussion (mock debate) (30%); 
-see grading criteria for Persuasive speech. 

Prepare a debate on a controversial issue. Five panellists will present arguments for a call for action/change of government policy. The other five panellists will present the opposing/counter arguments.

5. Grading criteria for Peer Evaluation (written) of Written Summary of Information speech (10%)

Provide a brief 100- to 200-word feedback on the written summary of one of the information speeches given by your peers.

i. Does it have a strong introduction/define the topic? Suggest improvements.

ii. Does it stick to the topic? Suggest improvements.

iii. Does it have a strong conclusion? Suggest improvements.

iv. Write out/type out two or three sentences that contain a grammatical, punctuation, spelling or other error. Next to each of these sentences, re-write or re-type the sentences replacing the incorrect words, punctuation, spelling or other errors with the correct form.
6. Grading criteria for evaluation of Persuasive Speech (10%)
In pairs, establish and write down 4-6 criteria one could use to evaluate a persuasive speech. Assign a total score of 10. Defend your choice of criteria and how much you think each is worth out of the total score of 10.

