SYLLABUS for Semester 1, 2009

Class: 


ENGLISH LITERATURE I

Class meeting times: 
Tuesday, 1:10-2:00 pm, Wednesday, 8:10-10:00 am

Class location:
E513 (Tuesday), T110 (Wednesday)

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph

Assigned Textbook:
The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol. 1

Grading: 
Classwork and class attendance/participation 40%;

Mid-semester exam 30%; Final-semester exam 30%

This course offers a general introduction to English Literature from the fourteenth to eighteenth centuries. While it focuses largely on the political, religious and social contexts of the selected material, questions concerning various literary forms will be addressed also (e.g. alliterative verse, the sonnet, the heroic couplet, blank vs. free verse, the novel, etc.).

SCHEDULE

MIDDLE ENGLISH LITERATURE

The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries

Week 1 Sept 15
Homework: please read the introduction to the section on Middle English Literature in The Norton Anthology.
Sept 16
Homework: read “The General Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (ca. 1343-1400).

Week 2 Sept 22
The Canterbury Tales (1386).

   Sept 23
Introduction to Middle English Literature.

Homework: read Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (anonymous author).

Week 3 Sept 29
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (ca. 1375-1400).
   Sept 30
cont. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.


Homework: read selected excerpts from Morte Darthur.
Homework: read pages 1-4 of the Norton Anthology of English Literature (8th ed.)
Week 4 Oct 6
“Western Wind” (Middle English lyric, anonymous). 
Discussion of pages 1-4 of the Norton Anthology of English Literature (8th ed.)
Morte Darthur (1485) by Sir Thomas Malory (ca. 1405-1471).

Oct 7
(cont.) Discussion of pages 1-4 of the Norton Anthology of English Literature (8th ed.)

cont. Morte Darthur.

Homework:  read the introduction to the section on the sixteenth century in The Norton Anthology and selected excerpts from The Defense of Poesy (1595) by Philip Sidney (1554-1586).

EARLY MODERN LITERATURE (a somewhat arbitrary distinction)

The Sixteenth Century

Week 5 Oct 13
Selected poems of Thomas Wyatt, (1503-1542): “Whoso List to Hunt,” “Madam, withouten so many words”;  

The Defense of Poesy by Philip Sidney (1554-1586). 

Oct 14
cont. The Defense of Poesy.

Homework: read Canto I, Book I of The Faerie Queene (1590-96) by Edmund Spenser (1552-1599). 

Week 6 Oct 20
The Faerie Queene.
Oct 21
cont. TFQ.
Week 7 Oct 27
cont. The Faerie Queene.

   Oct 28
cont. TFQ.
Week 8 Nov 3
cont. The Faerie Queene.
Nov 4


 Film:  Elizabeth (directed by Shekhar Kapur, 1998)


The other Boleyn girl
Week 9 Nov 10
Review of material covered in Weeks 1-8
   Nov 11
Oral presentation Group 6
Homework: prepare for mid-semester exam.
Week 10 / Nov 17-18 
MID-SEMESTER EXAM

Week 11 Nov 24
Elizabeth I (1533-1603) (NAEL, pp. 687-688).

     Nov 25
cont. Elizabeth I.

Week 12 Dec 1
Elizabeth I, “On Monsieur’s Departure” (NAEL, p. 695-6)
     Dec 2
cont. Elizabeth I.

Week 13 Dec 8 
Elizabeth I, “A Letter to Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, February 10, 1586

     Dec 9
cont. Elizabeth I.

Week 14 Dec 22
“Verse Exchange between Elizabeth and Sir Walter Raleigh (ca. 1587, 1600?) (NAEL, pp. 698-699).
     Dec 23
cont. Elizabeth I
Week 16 Dec 29
Sir Walter Raleigh (1552-1618) (NAEL, p. 917).


     Dec 30
cont. Sir Walter Raleigh.
Week 17 Jan 5
Review.

               Jan 6
Film: Elizabeth. 
Week 18 / Jan 12-13 / FINAL SEMESTER EXAM

ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT (20%)

The oral presentation is a group project. Approximately half of the class will be asked to deliver an oral presentation in the first half of the semester. The remaining students in the class will present their presentation in the second half of the semester. 

TIME LIMIT PER GROUP: 30 minutes
GRADING: 

The oral presentation will be graded according to the following criteria:

a. strong, audible, articulate speech; complete sentences; minor grammatical errors

b. eye contact with your audience

c. no reliance on any typed or handwritten notes, i.e. you should deliver your material without reading from handwritten or typed notes. Reading from handwritten or typed notes is not acceptable. Please memorise and practice your speech in front of a mirror or in front of your friends and peers.

d. delivery of oral presentation is in English

Oral presentation topic for the students who are presenting in the first half of the semester:
Week 4 / Group 1: Sara Lin, Cindy Chu, Carina Lin, Nicole Liu, Tasha Hsia, Shelly Chuang

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603) that interest you. These facts should be taken from The Norton Anthology of English Literature, pages 485-6. 
Week 5 / Group 2: Aileen Chen, Cindy Sy, Cynthia Yen, Sharon Yang, Joanne Wu, Fion Tsai

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603) that interest you. These facts should be taken from the section in NAEL titled “The Court and the City,” pages 486-8. 
______________________________________________________

Week 6 / Group 3: Linda Liu, Gina Hiush, Kayla Liao, Cindy Tan, Jackie Yu, Ginger Kuo

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603) that interest you. These facts should be taken from the section in NAEL titled “Renaissance Humanism,” pages 488-90. 
______________________________________________________

Week 7 / Group 4: Kat Hua, Patty Yeh, Sherry Yeah, Jennifer Lee, Rita Zen, Tina Yu

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603) that interest you. These facts should be taken from the section in NAEL titled “The Reformation,” pages 490-3. 

______________________________________________________

Week 8 / Group 5: Alfonso Martinez, Hanna Cheng, Joy Lin, Luis Enrique Verde, Olivo Chen, Tanya Peng

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603 that interest you. These facts should be taken from the section in NAEL titled “A Female Monarch in a Male World,” pages 493-494. 
______________________________________________________

Week 9 / Group 6:  Chien Chen, Joyce Chou, Grace Yang, Kevin Lin, Joseph Chen, Mia Cheng

Tell the class six facts or pieces of information about the period of the sixteenth century (1485-1603 that interest you. These facts should be taken from the section in NAEL titled “The English in Danger,” pages 495-496.

______________________________________________________

ORAL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT (20%)

The oral presentation is a group project. Approximately half of the class will be asked to deliver an oral presentation in the first half of the semester. The remaining students in the class will present their presentation in the second half of the semester. 

TIME LIMIT PER GROUP: 40-45 minutes
GRADING: 

The oral presentation will be graded according to the following criteria:

a. strong, audible, articulate speech; complete sentences; minor grammatical errors

b. eye contact with your audience

c. no reliance on reading from typed or handwritten notes, i.e. you should deliver your material without reading from handwritten or typed notes. Reading from handwritten or typed notes is not acceptable. Please memorise and practice your speech in front of a mirror or in front of your friends and peers.

d. delivery of oral presentation is in English.

Oral presentation topics for the students who are presenting in the second half of the semester:
______________________________________________________

Week 11 / Group 7: Daphne Tsai, Judy Tsai, Eric Tzeng, Travis Wang, Tina Wu, Tracy Yeh, Peggy Chen, Iris Wang

Topic: “The English and Otherness,” NAEL, pages 496-7.
______________________________________________________

Week 12 / Group 8: Silver Lo, Carolyn Lin, Lynda Lung, Violet Shiu, Calvin Su, Tiffany Sui, Joey Chou, Judy Wong

Topic: Mary I, “Bloody Mary,” daughter of Henry VIII, Queen of England, 1553-1558

(Mary I was succeed by Elizabeth I, who ruled England from 1558-1603)

Week 13 / Group 9: Amber Lian, Windy Liao, Alice Lin, Ben Lin, Jess Lin, Dayle Lo, Emily Liao, Glen Chang

Topic: Sir Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester

______________________________________________________

Week 14 / Group 10: Kelly Huang, Sylvia Huang, Claudia Kao, Alex Ku, Anne Lee, Sheryl Lee, Leon Liu, Gary Hsu

Topic: Sir Walter Raleigh (1551-1618)

______________________________________________________

Week 15 / Group 11: Ben Chiu, Wilson Chung, Clady Gu, April Hsuei, Emily Huang, Jocelyn Huang, Flora Peng

Topic: William Shakespeare and eight of his sonnets (see NAEL pages 1058-1076).

______________________________________________________

Week 16 / Group 12: Cindy Chang, Valeria Chang, Andrew Chen, Daniel Chen, Erica Chen, Jasmine Chen, Wendy Tong

Topic: James I, successor to Elizabeth I

(James I ruled England, 1603-1625)

______________________________________________________

Class:
 


ENGLISH LITERATURE I

Class meeting times: 
Tuesday, 1:10-2:00 pm, Wednesday, 8:10-10:00 am

Class location:
E513 (Tuesday), T110 (Wednesday)

Instructor: 


Dr I Ralph

Assigned Textbook:
The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol. 1

Grading: 
Classwork and class attendance/participation 40%;

Mid-semester exam 30%; Final-semester exam 30%
MID-SEMESTER EXAM

This exam is made up of 40 multiple choice questions and 1 short essay question. The multiple choice questions are each worth half (1/2) a point. The essay question is worth 10 points. 

Part 1 / Multiple Choice (20 points total)

Choose the best answer in questions 1 to 40 and fill in the attached Answer sheet. (MAKE SURE TO WRITE YOUR FULL NAME AND STUDENT ID NUMBER ON THE ANSWER SHEET.)

INTRODUCTION (NAEL, pp. 1-4)

1. From the first to the fifth century (0 to 400), England, or Britannia as it was called then, was a province of the Roman empire. The primary language that was spoken was:

a. German

b. French

c. Celtic

d. English

2. “The awareness of and pride in a uniquely English literature does not actually exist before the late fourteenth century” (NAEL p.2). In the fourteenth century, the decision by poets such as Chaucer and the anonymous author of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight to write in their own native English dialect reflects the growing interest and pride in a distinctly English language and literature.  

English language and literature in the centuries between the end of the fourteenth century and the end of the fifteen century is known as

a. Old English.

b. AngloSaxon.

c. AngloNorman.

d. Middle English.

MIDDLE ENGLISH LITERATURE IN THE FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEETH CENTURIES - SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT (ca. 1375-1400)

3. The imaginary realm of Camelot represents

a. the court of King Richard II (1377-1399).
b. the court of King Henry IV (1399-1413).
c. the cultural capital and court of France in a distant medieval past.
d. the cultural capital and court of England in a distant medieval past.

4. Sir Gawain is

a. one of King Arthur’s brothers.

b. one of Queen Guenevere’s knights.

c. one of King Richard’s knights.

d. one of King Arthur’s knights.

5. The meeting between the knight Sir Gawain and the unknown Green Knight can be read as the meeting between two worlds. One of these worlds has been marginalised/displaced by the other. According to an environmental or ecocritical perspective, the worlds of (i) the Green Knight and (ii) Sir Gawain represent:

a. (i) an older, natural (“green”) world  that has been displaced by (ii) a younger, arrogant human world.

b. (i) a younger, natural (“green”) world that has been displaced by (ii) an older, arrogant human world.

c. (i) an older, barbaric world that has been displaced by (ii) a younger, civilised world.

d. (i) a younger, civilised world that has been displaced by (ii) an older, barbaric world.

6. Gringolet is 

a. King Arthur’s horse/steed.

b. The Green Knight’s horse/steed.

c. The Green Knight.

d. Sir Gawain’s horse/steed.

7. The Baron Bertilak de Hautdesert (at whose castle Gawain rests when he is on his way to find the Green Knight) is

a. one of the guises of the Green Knight.

b. one of the guises of King Arthur.

c. a French nobleman.

d. a traitor to King Arthur.

8. In Part 3 of SGGK, the elaborate game of courtship between Sir Gawain and the lady represents/parallels the

a. card game in the castle of Baron Bertilak de Hautdesert.

b. hunt for game (venison, boar, fox, etc.) in the forests of Bertilak de Hautdesert.

c. game of billiards in the castle of Bertilak de Hautdesert and his men.

d. courtship between King Arthur and Queen Guenevere in the court of Camelot.
9. When Sir Gawain finally meets the Green Knight, the Green Knight twice feigns (pretends) to strike Sir Gawain with his axe. The third time he does strike Sir Gawain but he only nicks Sir Gawain’s neck. (He does not chop off Sir Gawain’s head.) These actions teach Gawain a lesson in humility. They are the Green Knight’s gentle rebuke to Sir Gawain for

a. the two kisses and the green sash (girdle) that Gawain accepted from Bertilak’s wife.

b. Gawain’s journey to the Green Chapel

c. the venison, boar, and fox pelt that Gawain accepted from Bertilak.

d. Gawain’s return to Camelot.

THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 1485-1603 (NAEL, pp. 485-496)

10. At the beginning of the sixteenth century, the English language had

a. almost no prestige abroad (outside of England).

b. some prestige abroad.

c. the lowest reputation of all foreign languages abroad.

d. the highest recognition of all foreign languages abroad.

11. In the sixteenth century, Britain was still considered “a wild, remote place set apart from all the world” (NAEL p. 485). At this time, visitors to England were “but a trickle” compared with 

a. the flood of wealthy young Frenchmen (and, to a lesser extent, French women) who flocked to England.

b. the flood of wealthy young Italian men (and, to a lesser extent, Italian women) who flocked to England

c. the flood of wealthy young Englishmen (and, to a lesser extent, Englishwomen) who flocked to the Continent.

d. the flood of wealthy young American men (and, to a lesser extent, American women) who flocked to the Continent.

“Renaissance Humanism” (NAEL, pp. 488-490)

12. “The Renaissance” refers to a movement in Europe that witnessed the unleashing of “new social, political, and economic forces.” These forces gradually displaced older spiritual and communal values of the Middle Ages.” These forces included the discovery and translation of ancient Greek and other texts from classical antiquity (488). The Renaissance movement began in Italy in the twelfth century and reached its peak in the sixteenth century. 

The English literary movement known as The English Renaissance coincides with the rule of Henry VIII (who ruled England from 1509 to 1547) and his daughter Elizabeth I (who ruled England from 1558 to 1603). The English Renaissance is often called “the flowering” of English literature. It includes writers and poets such as Sir Philip Sidney, Sir Thomas Wyatt, Edmund Spenser, and William Shakespeare. Sometimes it is referred to as the age of humanism. This is because, whereas in the medieval period the focus of education in England was “training for (service to) the Church,” in the Renaissance period, the focus of education in England was training for

a. service to the Roman Catholic church.

b. service to the Church of England (Protestant church).

c. general knowledge about a broad range of subjects, including secular knowledge of the ancient world.

d. knowledge about the Bible.

13. In some ways, we can think of the English Renaissance as literature of two impulses: the first is the enormous interest in foreign language texts, including Greek and Latin texts; the other is a national pride in

a. the English language 

b. the French language

c. the Chinese language

d. the Arabic language

“The Reformation” (NAEL, pp. 490-493)

14. Which one of the following does not accurately describe Martin Luther?

a. He was a German theologian who vehemently argued that the bible (then available only in Latin) should be available in many languages so that ordinary people could read and study the bible and not have to rely on the Pope and his hierarchy to translate it for them.

b. He was a professor of theology at the University of Wittenberg in Germany who ignited “The Reformation.”

c. He led the Civil Rights movement in the United States in the 1950s.

d. He was the leader of The Protestant Reformation in England, which, in effect, legitimised/allowed King Henry VIII of England to divorce his first wife Catherine of Aragon (from Spain) and to remarry. (Henry VIII’s second wife was Anne Boleyn.)

15. King Henry VIII ascended the throne in 1509.  Upon his death in 1457, his son Edward by his third wife, Jane Seymour, was crowned king. Edward died young. He was succeeded by his half-sister Mary, who became Queen of England in 1553. She was Henry VIII’s daughter by his first wife Catherine of Aragon. She married an ardent Catholic, Philip II, King of Spain. During her reign (1553-1558), she attempted to return England to Roman Catholicism. She initiated a series of religious persecutions in England that earned her the name of:

a. Vodka and Tonic

b. Gin and Tonic

c. Bloody Mary

d. Whiskey and Dry

16. Queen Mary (daughter of Henry VIII by his first wife Catherine of Aragon) died childless in 1558. She was succeeded by her younger half-sister, Elizabeth (daughter of Ann Boleyn). Elizabeth was crowned Elizabeth I in 1558. She

a. relatively peacefully and quietly returned England to Protestantism (established under the Reformation).

b. relatively peacefully and quietly returned England to Roman Catholicism.

c. quickly and violently returned England to Protestantism and the Reformation.

d. quickly and violently returned England to Roman Catholicism.

Conclusion. In the space of less than a hundred years, from 1500 to 1603, England had gone officially from Roman Catholicism (founded in Rome, Italy), to a version of Catholicism under the authority of the English King, to a more radical Protestantism, to a renewed and aggressive Roman Catholicism (under Queen Mary), and finally to Protestantism again (under Queen Elizabeth).

“A Female Monarch in a Male World” (NAEL, pp. 493-495)

17. At this time, there “remained a widespread conviction that women were unsuited to wield power over men” (p. 493). Many men seem to have regarded rational thought as exclusively male

a. rational thought as exclusively male.

b. rational thought as exclusively female.

c. irrational thought as exclusively male.

d. irrational thought as exclusively female. 

18. Nonetheless, women were allowed to rule England. The arguments for allowing a woman to become the nation’s ruler were based on historical precedent and legal theory. Elizabeth was compared to all of the following except 

a. Deborah, the biblical prophetess

b. goddesses of mythology

c. God

d. the figure of the “cruelly chaste mistress” in Petrarchan love poems (such as Wyatt’s poems)

“The Kingdom in Danger” (NAEL, pp. 495-496)
19. In 1588, thirty years after Elizabeth I descended the throne, there were still fears of a Roman Catholic conspiracy or rebellion. These fears were exacerbated by

a. Spain’s attempt to conquer England.

b. France’s attempt to conquer England. 

b. the Netherlands’ (Holland’s) attempt to conquer England.

c. Italy’s attempt to conquer England.

20. The Spanish Armada (fleet of military ships)

a. successfully invaded England.

b. unsuccessfully invaded England.

c. never came to England.

d. was defeated in English waters.

“Answer to charges against poetry,” 

THE DEFENSE OF POESY BY PHILIP SIDNEY 

(pp. NAEL, pp. 967-8)

21. In “Answer to charges against poetry,” Sidney lays out the four charges against poetry and then refutes these charges. 

Which of the following is not one of the charges?

a. Poetry is a waste of time

b. Poetry is the “mother of lies.”

c. Poetry “softens” us and makes us weak

d. Poetry strengthens our “wit” (our intellect, our thinking)

22. Which of the four reasons below is not one of Sidney’s defenses?:

a. Poetry can instruct us.

b. Poetry tells us facts.

c. Poetry helps us to be virtuous.

d. Poetry helps us to be courageous and strong.

23. Sidney wrote this essay at a time of growing Puritan disapprobation/disapproval of the theatre and of poetry. The essay was probably written around 1579 (although it was not published until 1595). The Puritans were a

a. Roman Catholic Christian sect (group).

b. Protestant Christian sect.

c. Church of England Christian sect.

d. Moslem sect.

THE POETRY OF SIR THOMAS WYATT (1503-1542)

“Sir Thomas Wyatt the Elder” (NAEL pp. 592-4)

24. Sir Thomas Wyatt served under which English King?

a. Henry VI

b. Henry VII

c. Henry VIII

d. Elizabeth I

25. Which of the following does not describe Wyatt?

a. He made his career in the “shifting dangerous currents of Renaissance culture.” 

b. He was accused of having committed adultery with the Queen (Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII’s second wife) and imprisoned in the Tower of London.

c. He may have witnessed the execution of Anne Boleyn from his cell in the Tower of London.

d. He did not write sonnets.

26. Wyatt is celebrated for introducing into English literature the sonnet. This is a fourteen-line poem that has a particular rhyme scheme and a particular rhythm (iambic pentameter). He was deeply inspired by which of the following writers:

a. the Italian poet Petrarch

b. the French poet Baudelaire

c. the Greek poet Homer

d. the German poet Rilke

27. Very little of Wyatt’s poetry was published (NAEL, p. 594)

a. after his death in 1542

b. during his lifetime

c. before his life

d. after 1600

“Whoso List to Hunt” (NAEL, p. 595)

28. Which of the following does not describe the poem “Whoso list to hunt”? 

a. The poem is usually supposed to refer to Anne Boleyn, King Henry VIII’s second wife.

b. “Whoso list to hunt,” means “Whoever wants to hide.”

c. The rhyme scheme of this sonnet is abba abba cddc  ee.

d. The poem was inspired by a poem by the famous Italian poet, Petrarch.

29. “Whoso list to hunt” is a poem of “unrequited love.”  It uses many metaphors and symbols. The word “hind” literally means a female deer. In this poem, the word also symbolises:

a. the woman whom the speaker (of the poem) pursues/longs for/desires.

b. the man whom the speaker (of the poem) pursues/longs for/desires.

c. the woman who is possessed by the speaker of the poem.

d. the man who is possessed by the speaker of the poem.

“Madam, withouten many words” (NAEL, p. 599)

30. Wyatt’s poem “Madam, withouten many words” is about all of the following except:

a. a man who asks the woman he loves to give him a straight answer, “yes,” or “no.”

b. a man who is frustrated by a woman’s refusal to give him a straight answer.

c. a man who will not accept the answer “no” from the woman he desires.

d. a man who does not enjoy being made sport of by a woman.

“EDMUND SPENSER (1552-1599)” (NAEL, pp. 705-708)

31. Edmund Spenser became one of the great English poets of his age. His success was remarkable because he was not born into a family of privilege and distinction. His background was quite modest in contrast with the privileged, distinguished backgrounds of other poets such as Sir Thomas Wyatt and Sir Philip Sidney. Nonetheless, 

a. he received an impressive education (without which it is doubtful he would have produced a work so magnificent as The Faerie Queene).

b. he received no education (without which it is doubtful he would have produced a work so magnificent as The Faerie Queene).

c. he inherited enormous wealth and this allowed him to devote his life to writing poetry.

d. he married Elizabeth I, which allowed him to devote his life to writing poetry.

32. In 1579, when he was 27 years old, Spenser moved to Ireland to serve under the Englishman, Lord Grey of Wilton who by all accounts was a vicious overseer. At this time, England was struggling to colonise Ireland (a predominantly Catholic country). Lord Grey was a key figure in England’s violent, brutal suppression of Ireland. By today’s standards, Spenser would be judged a war criminal. Why? 

a. Under Lord Grey, Spenser did not participate in England’s brutal suppression of Ireland, including the massacre of thousands of Irish men, women and children; the starving of many thousands more; the burning of crops, the forced relocation of entire Irish communities. 

b. Spenser tried to persuade Lord Grey not to use violence against the Irish

c. Under Lord Grey, Spenser participated in England’s brutal suppression of Ireland, including the massacre of thousands of Irish men, women and children; the starvation of many thousands more; the burning of crops, the forced relocation of entire Irish communities.

d. Spenser tried to persuade Lord Grey to return to England.

33. Spenser  (NAEL, p. 707)

a. remained a “thoroughgoing” Protestant all his life

b. remained a “thoroughgoing” Catholic all his life

c. converted to Catholicism late in his life

d. converted to Protestantism early in his life

Introduction to The Faerie Queene (1590, 1596) (NAEL, pp. 714)
34. The Faerie Queene is both 

a. a medieval romance and an epic

b. a medieval romance and an allegory

c. an allegory and an epic

d. an allegory and a sonnet

35. An “allegory” is a term used to refer to works such as The Faerie Queene, which represents human virtues (e.g. holiness, purity, temperance, courage) and human vices (e.g. dishonesty, unfaithfulness, greed, despair) in the form of 

a. human and nonhuman characters such Redcrosse, Una, and the Duessa

b. planets such as the Dwarfe and Gloriana

c. countries such as England and Ireland

d. trees such as laurel, birch, beech, olive and maple trees

36. Spenser deliberately “fashioned” his epic The Faerie Queene after which of the following classic epic narratives/stories:

a. The Iliad by the Greek poet Homer

b. The Odyssey by the Greek poet Homer

c. The Aeneid by the Italian poet Virgil

d. The Inferno by the Italian poet Dante

THE FAERIE QUEENE 

Meter/rhythm

37. Spenser invented a stanzaic form that is named after him. It is called the Spenserian stanza. It is used in the TFQ. Each stanza consists of 9 lines. The first 8 lines are iambic pentameters. The last (9th) line is a hexameter. A i) pentameter and ii) a hexameter consist of

a. i) four beats; ii) five beats

b. i) four beats; iii) six beats

c. i) five beats; ii) six beats

d. ii) five beats; ii) seven beats

Rhyme

38. The nine lines of the Spenserian stanza have this rhyme scheme:

a. abab bcbc c

b. abba abba c

c. abab cdcd d

d. abab cdcd c

39. In stanza 3, Canto I, we hear about “[that] greatest Gloriana.” Although, we never meet her, she represents:

a. Anne Boleyn

b. Elizabeth I

c. Mary I

d. the Roman Catholic Church

40.  In stanza 4, Canto I, we are introduced to Una, “A lovely Ladie” who rides a white ass. In addition to Redcrosse (the “Gentle Knight”), who is her companion?

a. a donkey

b. a Dwarfe

c. a dragon

d. a lion

Part 2 / Written Essay (10 points total)

Minimum word length: 150 words

Choose one of the topics/questions below and write a response to it.

1. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight can be read as a text that is about the displacement or marginalisation of the “green” world of nature by the “red and gold” world of human civilisation.  Why? What kind of court does King Arthur have at Camelot?  What does this kingdom represent? What kind of ‘court’ or place does the Green Knight have (see NAEL, p. 206, lines 2168-2192 – the Green Knight’s “kingdom” is a simple, grassy mound or hill).  What does this kingdom represent? Who does the Green Knight represent? Which kingdom is the centre of England in this story?

2. Sir Thomas Wyatt’s poem “Whoso list to hunt” can be read in many ways. What is a historical interpretation of this poem? 

Under which king did Wyatt serve? Who was Anne Boleyn? What happened to Anne Boleyn? Who do you think “Caesar” symbolises to in the poem. Who do you think the “hind” symbolises? Why does the “hind” wear a diamond necklace around her neck that is engraved with the words “Touch me not (noli me tangere) for I am Caesar’s?”

3. The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser pays homage to Queen Elizabeth I, who ruled England from 1558 to 1603. In The Faerie Queene, she is called “Gloriana.” 

Briefly discuss a contemporary female politician, Taiwan’s former vice president Annette Liu. What were her strengths? What were her weaknesses? Do you think that her gender played a role in her political career? 

4. The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser can be read as an attack on Roman Catholicism. The Roman Catholic Church is first introduced to us in Canto 1. It is represented by (the Duessa) an “ugly monster...half like a serpent horribly displaide/But th’other halfe did womans shape retaine,/Most lothsom, filthie, foule, and full of vile disdaine” (Canto I, stanza 14, lines 123-126).  Spenser continues:
And as she lay upon the durtie ground,

Her huge long taile her den all overspred,

Yet was in knots and may boughtes upwound

Pointed with mortall sting. Of her there bred

A thousand yong ones, which she dayly fed,

Sucking upon her poisonous dugs, each one

Of sundry shapes, yet all ill favored:

Soon as that uncouth light upon them shone,

Into her mouth they crept, and suddain all were gone”  

(NAEL, p. 723, TFQ, Canto 1, stanza 15, lines 127-135)

How does Spenser (a Protestant) portray the Roman Catholic Church in the above lines? What are some of the prejudices about Moslems and the Islamic faith that many Christians believe today, in the 21st century? Are these prejudices similar to the beliefs that many Protestants had about Catholics in Spenser’s time (the sixteenth century)?
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