DMUSTC Spring 2009                Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen

Decision-Making Process of US Policy Toward China 

Course Description

This course is an advanced course of decision-making process of U.S. policy toward China. The goal of this course is to help students to understand what the international and domestic settings of decision-making process of U.S. policy toward China and Taiwan are, how the U.S. decision-maker and NSC team members make their decision in the foreign policy or in time of crisis. Methodology will be offered during the semester so that students can learn how to write a readable term paper.   
Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 

Paper Requirements: one 20-page double-spaced English paper 

Grades: Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
Course Requirements and Grading

1. Weekly Classroom Discussion (20%)

2. Mid-Term Exam (20%)

3. Term Paper Presentation (40%)

4. Final Exam (20%)

1. J. David Singer, “The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations,” in James N. Rosenau, ed. International Politics and Foreign Policy

2. Charles Kegley, “Decision Regimes and the Comparative Study of Foreign Policy,” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy. 
3. “Role Theory and the Origins of Foreign Policy,” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy

4. (1) Paul Anderson, “What Do Decision Makers Do When They Make A Foreign Policy Decision?” in Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy

5. Margaret Hermann et al, “How Decision units Shape Foreign Policy Behavior,” in 
Charles F. Hermann et al, eds., New Directions in the Study of Foreign Policy

6. Roger Hilsman, The Politics of Foreign Policy Making in Defense and Foreign Affairs 

7. Robert A. Strong, Decisions and Dilemma

8. Morton Halperin, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy
9. Mid-Term
10. Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1971)
11. RAM, Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
12. OM, Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
13. GPM, Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
14. Bendor & Hammond, “Rethinking Allison’s Model,” APSR, Vol. 86, No. 2, 1992

16. Proposal of Term Paper

17. Proposal of Term Paper

18. Final Exam

