Sociolinguistics
TFWXD1A2141B0A

Spring 2009
Instructor:  Yueh-kuey Huang


Office: FL725
Phone: 2053
Office Hours: Monday 10:00-12:00; Tues. 10:00-12:00 and by appointment
Email:  ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Description:

This course provides an overview of the study of language in its social and cultural context, with a focus on topics relevant to the teaching of English. We'll begin by searching for patterns in language use to see how language use varies along lines of race, ethnicity, social class, gender, region and age. We'll discuss the impact that cultural identity has on language use, and we'll examine the ways children learn to become culturally competent language users. We'll also consider what happens when diverse groups of speakers come into contact with one another. Finally, we'll learn how our understanding of the social life of language can be applied to language policies, both in the school and in a larger context. Throughout our examination of these issues, we will consider the quantitative methods that sociolinguists use to understand the significance of their data and research. Major topics include: variation by a speaker, cross-cultural differences in speech behavior, interact ional and conversational styles, forms and functions of speech acts events, and issues in the sociology of language: language attitude, multilingualism, language planning and policy.  Course activities include reading for discussion, journal response, small-scale fieldwork, and a final paper.
Required Text:
Elaine Chaika. (2008). Language: The Social Mirror (4th edition). Heinle & Heinle.
Paulston, C.B. & Tucker, G. (2003) Sociolinguistics: The Essential Readings, Blackwell Publishing. (See Selected chapters)
Recommended Texts:
Sandra L. McKay and Nancy H. Hornberger, eds. (2005). Sociolinguistics and language teaching, CUP.
Nessa Wolfson. (1989).  Perspectives: Sociolinguistics and TESOL. Heinle & Heinle.
Useful References:

http://www.ling.upenn.edu/~wlabov/
http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/tannend/
Journal of Sociolinguistics 

Language Variation and Change 

Language in Society 

Additional Reading (Journal articles):
1. Gordon, D. (2004). “‘I’m tired. You clean and cook.’ Shifting gender identities and second language socialization.” TESOL Quarterly, 38, 437-457.
2. Lazaraton, A. (2003). “Incidental displays of cultural knowledge in the nonnative-English-speaking teacher’s classroom.” TESOL Quarterly, 37, 213-245. 

3. David Nunan. (2003). The impact of English as a global language on educational policies and practices in the Asia-Pacific region. TESOL Quarterly, 37, 589-613.
4. Flowerdew, J.  (2000). Discourse community, legitimate peripheral participation, and the nonnative-English-speaking scholar. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 127-150.

5. Lindemann, S. (2002). Listening with an attitude: A model of native-speaker 
comprehension of non-native speakers in the US. Language in Society 31(3), 
419-441.

6. H. G. Widdowson. (1998).  Context, community, and authentic language.  TESOL Quarterly, 32, 705-716.

7. Vivian Cook. (1999). Going beyond the native speaker in language teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 33, 185-209.

9. Ron White. (2001) Adapting Grice’s maxims in the teaching of writing. ELT Journal, 55/1, 62-69.

10. Charles Clennell. (1999). Pragmatic awareness and spoken skills. ELT Journal, 53/2, 83-91. 

11. Ardith J. Meier. (1997). Teaching the universals of politeness. ELT Journal, 51/1, 21-28.

12. Diana Boxer and Lucy Pickering. (1995). Problems in the presentation of speech acts in ELT materials: the case of complaints. ELT Journal, 49/1, 44-53.
13. Nunn, R. (2003). Intercultural communication & Grice’s Principle. Asian EFL Journal, Vol. 5/1, article 3. Retrievable from: http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/march03.sub3.php
Selected chapters from Paulston, C.B. & Tucker, G. (2003) Sociolinguistics: The Essential Readings, Blackwell Publishing.

Hymes, D. Models of the Interaction of Language and Social Life

Gumperz, J. Contextualization Conventions

Brown, R. & Gilman, A. The Pronouns of Power and Solidarity

Holmes, J. Complimenting: A Positive Politeness Strategy

Tannen, D. The Relativity of Linguistics Strategies: Rethinking Power and Solidarity in 
Gender Dominance

Labov, W. Some Sociolinguistic Principles

Johnstone, B. The Linguistic Individual in an American Public-Opinion Survey

Haugen, E. Dialect, Language, Nation

Nahir, M. Language Planning Goals: A Classification

Course requirements:
1. Reading and discussion: 30%
Textbooks: Participants will take turn to lead discussions based on the weekly readings. They are responsible for presenting a brief summary of the assigned topics and leading the discussion on how the topic relates to language use, language teaching and learning in general, and other issues relevant to the field.
Journal articles: Each participant will choose two articles from the list to present to the class.
2.  Weekly journals in response to reading assignments (approximately 200 words per entry) : 20%
            (1)     articulation of the implications of the information explaining its relevancy for L2 teaching/learning or a particular field of study (e.g., "How is this stuff useful to me?")

            (2)      use of the concepts and terminology from the week's readings to report on and explain an observed language interaction (e.g.,"I overheard something interesting.")
4.  Field project to be assigned by professor, paper on project, presentation of findings to class. 50%
Preliminary weekly topic 
Wk 1  2/19
Introduction; course syllabus
Wk 2  2/26
What is language? ( LTSM, ch 1)
Wk 3  3/05
Field Method (LTSM, ch 2)
Wk 4  3/12
Style of Speech (LTSM, ch 3) 




Hymes: Models of the Interaction of Language and Social Life



Reading Journal #1
Wk 5  3/19
Kinesics: The Silent Language (LTSM, ch 4)



Reading Journal #2

Wk 6  3/26
Pragmatics and Conversation (LTSM, ch 5)



Reading Journal #3
Wk 7  4/02
Holiday
Wk 8  4/09
Gumperz: Contextualization Conventions
Brown & Gilman: The Pronouns of Power and Solidarity
Holmes: Complimenting: A Positive Politeness Strategy
Reading Journal #4

Wk 9  4/16
Orality and Literacy (LTSM, ch 6)



Reading Journal #5



**Journal article presentation
Wk 10  4/23
Everybody Speaks a Dialect (LTSM ch 7)

Labov: Some Sociolinguistic Principles

Reading Journal #6

**Journal article presentation
Wk 11 4/30
Bilingualism: Individual and Social (LTSM ch 8)



Cummins: BICS and CALP: Origins and Rationale for the Distinction



MacSwan & Rolstad: Linguistic Diversity, Schooling, and Social Class: 



Rethinking Our Concept of Language Proficiency in Language 





Minority Education



**Journal article presentation
Wk 12 5/07
Speech Communities (LTSM ch 9)



Johnstone: The Linguistic Individual in an American Public-Opinion 





Survey



**Journal article presentation
Wk 13 5/14 
Vocabulary and Gender (LTSM ch 10)




Tannen, D. The Relativity of Linguistics Strategies: Rethinking Power and 



Solidarity in Gender Dominance



**Journal article presentation
Wk 14  5/21
**Journal article presentation

Wk 15  5/28


Holiday



Wk 16  6/04
**Journal article presentation
Wk 17  6/11
Project presentation (Final paper due)
1

