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Language and Culture

Second Semester 2008-2009
Prof. Hsiu-chieh Chen

Objectives:

To communicate effectively with a native-speaker of English requires more than just the knowledge of English grammar and other structural features. It requires that the Chinese (who are speaking English) should be sensitive to the social and cultural aspects of the language and be aware that these frequently differ from the Chinese counterparts in various ways. 

The course will examine the following questions, such as: What are some of the main cultural differences between Chinese and Americans in language use?  What language taboos do the Chinese people often violate when speaking with native speakers of English? What kinds of innocent remarks are likely to surprise, embarrass, or annoy Americans and other Westerners?  Based on textbooks, this course will provide insights and observations about certain Chinese and American linguistic attitudes and behaviors. This will be an interesting, delightful, and practical course.

Tentative topics:

 1. What is culture?

 2. Words--Same, similar, different?

 3. Words--Cultural distinctions and connotations

 4. Cultural differences in everyday conversation

 5. Idioms, proverbs, and sayings

 6. Metaphor and association

 7. "Colorful" language

 8. Allusions

 9. Euphemisms

10. Taboos

11. Language of respect and humility

12. Language and women's place

Women's language

13. Body language--nonverbal communication

14. American slang
