Syllabus

Course Title: Understanding English through International Affairs

Time: Wednesdays, 3-6 pm, Spring Semester, 2009

Place: Tamsui Campus

Professor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu

Contact details: College of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Rm: 731; e-mail: sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw
Tel: 2126-5656 Ext: 3213
Course Description: We will be reading newspaper and journal articles published in English in order to familiarizing ourselves with the terminology that is commonly used in international affairs and relations. Students will be taught how to learn these specific vocabulary, grammar, and above all, rhetoric used in discussing these issues. For this purpose, we will analyze texts to raise the awareness of specific structure(s) for formal and academic writing so that students can understand how ideas are organized and put forward in a coherent text. They will also be required to produce some writing samples, such as summaries and abstracts. The course is also designed according to five themes that are relevant to students’ studies, and they are namely, 1. US and global economic crisis, 2. EU and cultural integration, 3. climate change, 4. cross-strait relations, and 5.non-profit organizations and US lobbying system.  
Course Objectives: This course is to first of all achieve a certain level of competency in English for the students who should be able to understand English in international affairs critically. They should have a good grasp of the most common vocabulary, phrases and idioms used in this field. After that, they should be able to vocalize and verbalize what they have understood so as to form their own judgment based on that about the world in a more balanced and integrated way. Finally, they should be able to put these ideas into writing by following conventional formal and academic style. 
Schedule:

Week 1
Ice-breaking and introduction to the course.
Week 2
Learning to define a concept—what is culture and identity. 
Week 3
US stimulus plan: discussion; Grammar: singular vs. plural.
Week 4
US stimulus plan: evaluation; Grammar: problem solving rhetoric
Week 5
Students’ presentation.
Week 6
EU and Russia; Grammar: articles.
Week 7  EU and Taiwan; Grammar: support and elaboration. 
Week 8
Students’ presentation.
Week 9
mid-term.
Week 10 Climate Change. Grammar: present perfect, past perfect and future.
Week 11 Climate Change. Grammar: describing progress and changes.
Week 12 Students’ presentation.
Week 13  Cross-strait relations. Grammar: conditional.
Week 14  Cross-strait relations. Grammar: cause and consequences.
Week 15  Students’ presentation.
Week 16  Non-profit organizations and aid work. Grammar: modal verbs.
Week 17  Lobbying system in the US. Grammar: comparison and contrast.
Week 18  Students’ presentation.
Assessment: 

Students’ active participation as well as the ability to absorb and internalize information into knowledge are important in my evaluation. Hence, be present and be vocal--express your views loud and clear. I want you to be heard. Students are also expected to conduct a project in a group to investigate a topic assigned by me. There will be quizzes on vocabulary, grammar and news events through out the course. Students are also expect to produce at least two writing samples.
Participation: 30%

Presentation: 30%

Quizzes: 20%

Writing: 20%

References:

Newspapers and journals in English: News reports on BBC, CNN, or ABC; documentary films, and academic journal articles from established publications.
