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American Foreign Policy Spring 2009              
Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen
Course Description

This course is an introduction of American foreign policies in the 20th and 21st centuries. The goal of this course is to help students to understand the constitutional, institutional and structural factors of U.S. foreign policies as well as the theories of the formation of alliance, the transformation of international system, and crisis management. Methodology will be offered during the two semesters so that students can learn how to write readable term papers.
Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 

Paper Requirements: 
One 10-page double-spaced English paper and one equivalent Chinese paper 

Grades: Grading will be based on the performance of two exams, one paper presentation and weekly classroom discussion. 
Course Requirements and Grading 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) 1st Paper Presentation (20%)

(3) 2nd Paper Presentation (20%)
(4) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(5) Final Examination (20%)
Recommendations:
Talented students will be encouraged to take my course of The Decision-making Process of U.S. Policy toward China and Taiwan (Spring 2009). 

Those students who are interested in American political system are strongly encouraged to take my course of American Governance in the 21st Century (Fall 2008).
Neoliberal institutionalism, constructivism, the debates between the three “isms”, international political economy (IPE), international cooperation theory, international organizations, and international regimes will be discussed in my another course of American Hegemonic Leadership in the Age of Globalization (Fall 2008 & Spring 2009). The goal of this course is to help students to broaden their academic horizon and global vision.
1. Alliance Theory III

Jervis & Synder, eds., Dominoes and Bandwagon

3. System Theory III

Huntington, “America’s Changing Strategic Interests,” Survival, Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, Jan./Feb. 1991
3. Realism I

Morganthau, Politics Among nations

4. Neorealism II 

Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics

5. Neorealism III

Waltz, Theory of International Politics
6. Cooperation and Security I

Jervis, “Cooperation under the Security Dilemma,” WP, Jan. 1978

(Discussion of 1st Term Paper Proposal and Methodology)
7. Cooperation and Security II

Oye , Cooperation under Anarchy System

(Discussion of 1st Term Paper Proposal and Methodology)
8. Mid-term Exam
1st Term Paper Presentation and Discussion on Methodology 
9. Presentation of 1st Term Paper
10. Decision-making Theory I
Allison, The Essence of Decision (1971)
11. Decision-making Theory II

Bendor & Hammond, “ Rethinking Allison’s Model,” APSR, Vol. 86, No. 2, 1992

12. Decision-making Theory III

Halperin, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy

13. Decision-making Theory IV

Allison & Zelikow, The Essence of Decision (1999)
14. Is the U.S. in Decline?

Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of Great Powers

15. The U.S. Decline or Renewal?

Huntington, “The U.S. Decline or Renewal?” in Stiles and Akaha, eds., International Political Economy

(Discussion of 2nd Term Paper Proposal and Methodology)
16. Is the U.S. Bound to Lead?
Nye, Jr., Bound to Lead

(Discussion of 2nd Term Paper Proposal and Methodology)
17.  Presentation of 2nd Term Paper
18.  Final Exam
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