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Office: FL632 , Tel: ext. 2966

Course Description:

This seminar is a critical reading of representative place-based story cycles. A “story cycle”, or variously named as story chronicle, anthology novel, paranovel, or composite novel, is a collection of stories arranged by the author to be read sequentially as a whole. The unity of theme and landscape, the continuity and development of a main character, and the variety of characters and events related to the main character in a congenial place, make “story cycle” a unique narrative genre in examining the conception of subjectivity, identity, and community value. 

In this seminar, we will first analyze two canonized modernist story cycles, including Sherwood Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio (1919) and William Faulkner’s The Unvanquished (1938), and then, we will explore the later elaboration of such a genre in science fiction, Native American fiction, and postcolonial British fiction. To situate the course in a transnational aura, the study of conflation of community imagination and composite structure in selected texts of story cycle will be orientated to the discussion of citizenship, nationality, and ethnicity. The study will offer also a position to map the development of ethical and environmental concerns in American fiction, with issues of class, race, gender, system, and the deterioration of natural environment. 

The themes of this study include (1) analysis of setting: the description of the setting will be related to the specific ideology of a community (pastoral and anti-pastoral, utopia, dystopia, and ecotopia); (2) analysis of characterization and subjectivity: the characterization in story cycle will be examined with references to the role of the individual in a community and his/her responsibility related to his/her value in a community; (3) analysis of action: narrative types (apocalyptic narrative, risk narrative, survival narrative) will be cross-examined with reference to current scholarship on environmental criticism. In weaving an ecocritical discussion of these story cycles, recent literary scholarships on Narratology, Postcolonialism, and Postmodernism will be introduced to the quilt of discourse.
Activities: 

Class secession: 

1. Introducing the theme, structure, and problems of the text

2. Introducing theories and criticism

3. Interpretation and Analysis of the text

Out of class:

1. Tutorial guidance on reading theories, and on research

2. Discussing reading response entries
Reading Schedule

	W
	Date
	Reading
	Resources and Topics

	1
	2/17
	Introduction

1. Dunn, Maggie and Ann Morris. “Chapter 1: The Composite Novel: Naming and Defining a Developing Genre.”
2. Bal, Mieke. “Introduction,” Narratology
	Story cycle,
Text/Story/Fabula

Chronotope

	2
	2/24
	1. Anderson, Sherwood. (1919). Winesburg, Ohio 
2. Dunn, Maggie and Ann Morris. “Chapter 4: Rite of Passage: The Protagonist as Focus in the Composite Novel.”
3. Bal. “1.2 The Narrator,” “2.7 Focalization, ” “3.3 Actors”
	Mp3
Agent: narrator, character, actor, focalizer

	3
	*3/03
	Tutorial (*3/12 )
	

	4
	3/10
	1. Anderson. Winesburg, Ohio (continued) 

2. Rorty, Amelie Oksenberg. “Character, Persons, Selves, Individual.”
3. Moretti, Franco. “The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European Culture.”
	Individualism,
Subjectivity,

Bildungsroman

	5
	3/17
	1. Faulkner, William. (1934).The Unvanquished.

2. Dunn, Maggie and Ann Morris. “Chapter 5: (E)mergent Protagonist(S): The Collective Protagonist as Concept and Connective.”
3. Bal, “2.6 From Place to Space,”  “3.4 Time,”  “3.5 Location”
4. Soja, Edward W. “Introduction/Itinerary/Overture.” Third Space.
	Space, Place, location
Sense of place, 
Genius Loci

“Third Space”

	6
	3/24
	1. Faulkner. (continued)
2. Goldberg, Michael E. "The synchronic series as the origin of the modernist short story."
3. Frank, Joseph. “Spatial Form in Modern Literature.”
4. Soja, Edward W. Ch1-Ch3, Third Space
	Henri Lefebvre,
Trilectics of spatiality, Notes on the Margin

	7
	3/31
	1. Erdrich, Louise. (1984). Love Medicine.
2. Nagel, James. “The Ethnic Resonance of Genre: Louise Erdrich’s Love Medicine.”
3. Silberman, Robert. “Opening the Text: Love Medicine and the Return of the Native American Woman.” Narrative Chance. Ed. Gerald Vizenor. 101-21.

4. Soja, Edward W. Ch4-Ch6, Third Space
	Mp3
Openness, heterotopologies, spatial critique of historicism

	8
	4/07
	1. Erdrich. (continued)
2. Ferguson, Suzanne. "The short stories of Louise Erdrich's novels."
3. Morson, Gary Saul, and Cary Emerson. “The Chronotope.” Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics. 366-432

	Chronotope


	9
	4/14
	1. Momaday, N. Scott. (1969). The Way to Rainy Mountain 
2. Blaeser, Kimberly. “The Way to Rainy Mountain: Momaday’s Work in Motion.” Narrative Chance. Ed. Gerald Vizenor. 39-54.
3. Silko, Leslie Marmon. “Interior and Exterior Landscapes: The Pueblo Migration Stories.” Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit. 25-47.
	Interior and exterior landscape

	10
	4/21
	1. Momaday  (continued)
2. Allen, Paula Gunn. “The Sacred Hoop: A Contemporary Perspective.” The Sacred Hoop: Recovering The Feminine in American Indian Traditions. 54-75.
	The sacred hoop

	11
	4/28
	1. Rushdie, Salman. (1994) East, West
2. Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.
	Film
Imagined communities

	12
	5/05
	1. Rushdie. (continued)

2. *From Rushdie, Salman. Imaginary Homelands: Essays and Criticism

	

	13
	5/12
	Tutorial

	

	14
	5/19
	1. Vizenor, Gerald. (1991). Landfill Meditation: Crossblood Stories.

2. Vizenor, Gerald. “Trickster Discourse: Comic Holotropes and Language Games.” Narrative Chance. Ed. Gerald Vizenor. 187-211.
3. Helstern, Linda Lizut. ""Bad Breath": Gerald Vizenor's Lacanian Fable."
	Trickster discourse


	15
	5/26
	1. Vizenor. (continued)

2. Nora Baker Barry "Postmodern Bears in the Texts of Gerald Vizenor."
3. Blair, Elizabeth. "Text as Trickster: Postmodern Language Games in Gerald Vizenor's 'Bearheart.’ - Maskers and Tricksters"
	Manifest manners
survivance

	16
	6/02
	Bradbury, Ray. (1946) The Martian Chronicles 
	Mp3


	17
	6/09
	Bradbury.
	Film


	18
	6/16
	Final (Oral Report) Paper Due
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