Syllabus

Course Title: Creative and Holistic Teaching Methodology

Course Time: Thursdays, 3-6 pm, Spring Semester, 2009

Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu, 

Contact Details: Rm. 713, The Foreign Languages Building, Ext.: 3213




sue_hu@yahoo.com, sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Description: This course will examine all approaches and methodologies proposed and used in SL/FL classrooms across all ages. They will be discussed from Multiple Intelligences perspective, exploring in what way these approaches and methodologies could be better incorporated into teaching and learning vocabulary, grammar, and above all, the four skills (ie. Reading, writing, speaking and listening) in language when students’ various abilities and potentials are considered. Other learning theories will also be discussed, such as those of memory, motivation, and classroom management. In particular, a method that is known as “mind mapping” will be demonstrated and how to use it to enhance learning as well as teaching. Furthermore, “suggestopedia”, a teaching methodology that is often misunderstood, will be introduced and explored. To conclude, this course is to invite students and future language teachers to look at learning and teaching in a holistic way, as learning is a holistic process. The process in turn will maximize learning impact.
Course Objectives: Students are required to tap into their creative potential and learn to develop their various intelligences before becoming a competent language teacher. For being such a teacher, they will also have to understand how human brain works during learning and the nature of language. After having learning about relevant theories regarding these issues, students will be guided step by step learning to design course materials and activities that not only facilitate but also optimize learning. Hopefully, through such a process, students will see themselves transformed to a more creative individual. 
Course Schedule: 

Week 1: Introduction: what is learning and teaching.

Week 2: Introduction of Multiple Intelligences and their relations with various teaching approaches and methodologies.

Week 3: Design of activities that will enhance verbal and linguistic skills.

Week 4: Design of activities to enhance logical and mathematical thinking.

Week 5: Design of activities to expand musical abilities.

Week 6: Design of activities to facilitate bodily-kinesthetic abilities.
Week 7: Design of activities that can generate intrapersonal skills.

Week 8: Design of activities that examine interpersonal intelligences.
Week 9: Mid-term.
Week 10: Design of activities and material to enhance spatial thinking.
Week 11: Design of activities to explore artistic/visual intelligence.

Week 12: Design of activities to develop sensitivity to nature.

Week 13: What is suggestopedia.

Week 14: Design of teaching materials.
Week 15: Design of teaching materials.
Week 16: Design of lesson plans.

Week 17: Design of lesson plans.

Week 18: Final Exam.

Assessment: 

Class attendance and participation: 30%

Presentation and homework: 40%

Project: 30%
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