Syllabus

Course Title: Academic Writing for Graduate Students

Course Time: Mondays, 2-4 pm, Spring Semester, 2009

Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu, 

Contact Details: Rm. 713, The Foreign Languages Building, Ext.: 3213




sue_hu@yahoo.com, sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw
Text Book: Swales, J. M. & Feak, C. F. (2003), reprint ed. Academic writing for graduate students: A course for nonnative speakers of English. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press.

Course Description: The course is the extension of the previous course that was offered in the last semester in which students were introduced to the English academic writing style that is commonly accepted worldwide. In this course, we will continue to look at it from several levels: vocabulary, sentence structure, flow/coherence of texts, and the overall organization of writing. Students will be shown the differences in various genres within academic writing and the registers that are available to such practices. For this purpose, they will be required to read a considerable amount of journal and book articles so as to build up a corpus for analysis. Once they have recognized “good” writing from “poor” writing, they will begin to produce their own sample writing that is subject to either peer review or review by the instructor. 

Course Objective: By the end of the course, students should be highly aware of the genre that is appropriate in an English-speaking academic setting. They should be able to apply such awareness/knowledge to any future writing they will be doing. 

Course Schedule: 

Week 1  Unit 3

Week 2  Unit 3

Week 3  Unit 4

Week 4  Unit 4

Week 5  Unit 5

Week 6  Unit 5

Week 7  Unit 6

Week 8  Unit 6

Week 9  Unit 7

Week 10  Unit 7

Week 11  Unit 8

Week 12  Unit 8

Week 13  Unit review

Week 14  Unit  review

Week 15  Unit  review

Week 16  Unit  review

Evaluation: 

Writing assignments: Choose the best four—40%

Classroom presentations and participation—30%

Final paper—30%
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