Tamkang Graduate Architectural Design Studio: 

Informal Urbanism and Social Housing
Instructor: KANG, Min Jay

Taiwan’s urban milieu has been associated with the growth and the raw vitality of the informal sector
; partly due to its third-world and dependant-development experiences of the past, partly due to the constantly shifting social ground of its immigrant (from cross-Taiwan Strait to rural-urban immigration) constitution in demographic pattern which has undergone a few times of abrupt population upwelling. Informal urbanism has become Taiwan’s urban reality, and to certain degree, reflects the dynamics and the psyche of its immigrant society
. Even in the Capital city of Taipei, the informal construction and activities still overwhelms the general urban architecture nowadays and overrules the modern urban landscapes in many aspects. The self-help and self-built building additions on the built units express the need-based construction logic as well as the loose legal execution of the public sector and the futile control of architectural principles. 
On the other hand, Taiwan has hardly ever made adequate housing policies for the middle- and lower-income people, and thus turned a blind eye to the growth of the self-built housing substitute. Lately the government even made future public housing obsolete by dissolving the housing departments at many levels. Comparatively, the self-built housing units and settlements and the aged public housing with organic adds-on seem like a plausible model for social housing which addresses the issues of demographic and social transformation of the contemporary city. When the market-ruled real estate surges up the land and housing values to an unimaginable extent and governmental interventions fail to create affordable housing, the lessons from studying the elasticity and vigor of the informal sector can be an alternative access for the experiment of social housing in Taiwan. 
This graduate design studio intends to look into the types of informal constructions and spatial patterns, along the line of re-evaluating housing policies and the present conditions of Taipei’s public housing, and by so doing to bridge the design of social housing and the study of the informal sector. The studio program is expected to cover the following operations: 
1. Typify the informal constructions and activities in the city and conduct the study of a particular type from the category (form analysis, the process of its evolution, manufacturing source and market outreach, and its social connotation).  
2. Identify different types of housing stocks available in Taipei, and conduct field surveys of their spatial forms and ‘informal’ elements, along with evaluation of Taiwan’s housing policies.

3. Discuss and debate on various sets of values on informal urbanism, based on the assigned reading and field research. Delve into the social and political-economy context of Taiwan’s informal experiences.

4. Research on cases and discourses of social housing, particularly in terms of architectural design.

5. Quantify the ‘quality’ of informal urbanism via statistics and spatial analysis of the built forms and social data.

6. Present the first phase study and its possible transformation and application in architectural design.

7. Choose a housing project or an organic squatter village as a follow-up case study, and map out the spatial and social fabric of the studied areas. Document the field research with interviews, sketches, images, collages, field notes, and literary data.
8. Establish a social housing scheme based on the previous study of informal urbanism, and compare the result with other Modernist public housing projects.
� The term ‘informal’ is often acknowledged as the downside of ‘formal’ which recognizes and accentuates the western idea of the legal, rational, capitalistic (financial), public, and institutional. The use of ‘informal’ is therefore controversial that it is subordinate to what is considered ‘formal’ and indicates phenomena inappropriate for modern urban planning and management even though they may have been existing long before capitalism and state power dictate the world.


� The concomitant Taoist religion of the Han-immigrants in Taiwan celebrates worldly affairs and practical gains, and the ever-flowing, boundary-fuzzy activities and events (most significantly, make-shift vendors and stalls that sometimes sprawl into night markets) in front of the Taoist temples are inseparable from the daily living of most Taiwanese towns and cities. Such poly-deity religion spices up the colorful hodgepodge of the urban environment and builds up its social subconscious.





