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Analysis of a Current Educational Policy
The student will explore the roots of the policy—the ideology that led to its creation,

the sociopolitical context during the development period, the design, the implementation,
and the outcome or impact of the policy. Each student must present his/her analysis in
both written and verbal forms. A one page proposal (abstract) is due on 03/26. You will be
expected to submit drafts of sections of the paper throughout the semester.

The written policy analysis must include:
A. Abstract: Provide a summary of the policy selected for the study. Identify the

selected policy, supporting legislation or guiding authority, and context. Due 03/26.
B. Historical roots & sociopolitical context: Define the problem this policy is meant to
solve. Discuss the ideology of the time. Fully describe the context leading to the
problem identification. Due 04/09.
Critical analysis of the policy design: Due 04/30.
Critical analysis of implementation processes and outcomes: Due 05/21.
Critique and recommendations for policy amendments and other actions:
Provide personal reaction to the policy. Assess how effectively the policy achieved its
intended outcomes. Due with the final version of the entire paper, 06/11.
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Parts of this paper will be due in draft throughout the quarter with the final version of the
entire paper due during finals week. The drafts, graded pass/incomplete, are intended to



provide you with formative feedback and additional resources.
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Bardach, E. (2000). A practical guide for policy analysis: The Eightfold path to
more effective problem solving. New York, NY: Chatham House Publishers.

Dunn, W. N. (2003). Public policy analysis: An introduction. Upper Saddle River,
NJ: Prentice Hall.

Heck, R. H. (2004). Studying educational and social policy: Theoretical concepts
and research methods. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Mingat, A., & Tan, J., & Sosale, S. (2003). Tools for education policy analysis.
Washington, D.C.: World Bank.
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Various articles distributed by the instructor.
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