British Literature II: From Modernism to Contemporary
The Rise and Decline of the Empire
Spring 2008  英進三
英國文學(二)  必修 三學分
Thur. 18:10 –21: 00
Instructor: Pei-Yun Chen
Office Hours: (Thur.) 11:00-12:30
             FL 733  #3203
e-mail: jill@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course description:

This year-long course is meant to familiarize students with readings by selected British writers from the late eighteenth century to the period of the World War II. Major trends of the Romantic, Victorian, and Modern literary periods will be observed in works of fiction, poetry and popular culture. We will approach the readings as representatives of major cultural movements of the past two hundred years in the English-speaking world.  The reading assignments are focused on the most well-known British writers; alongside the development of these literary works, some important historical events will be scrutinized and their relation to, and influence on, the selected writers will be emphasized throughout the readings of this course. 

Requirement:

Students are required to attend all class sessions and to participate in class discussions. Class participation means that students are required to have read the texts thoroughly and to come to class prepared to talk about them. In addition, each student will be required to deliver at least one presentation on an assigned work during the semester. These presentations, which are expected to be not too long, should be conceived as exercises in literary interpretation through close analysis, and should ideally help to stimulate a discussion through arguments and questions.  Those who are assigned to give presentations are also responsible to lead class discussions. A mid-term exam and a final exam will be scheduled.

Grading assessment:

Attendance and Participation (including pop-quizzes): 20%

Presentations: 20%

Mid-term: 30%

Final: 30%

Attendance policy:

Attendance at all classes is required and is necessary for satisfactory progress in the work of the course.  Students are expected to come to class each week prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  Accumulating more than three unexcused absences will greatly lower the final grade in the course and more than one-fourth of the class meetings will automatically result in failure of this course. Absences expected to be regarded as excused ones MUST notify the instructor beforehand with proving documents.  

Plagiarism and honesty policy:

Plagiarism or any other form of cheating on papers, reports, homework, tests, or quizzes will result in severe penalties, which may include failure of this course. Since there will be a mid-term and one final given, students should keep in minds that cheating in the exam will NOT be allowed and will be reported.

Texts:

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Virginia Woolf, “A Room of One’s Own”
E.M. Forster, A Passage to India
Tentative Schedule of Reading: (subject to revision)

2/19: Introduction

2/26 Victorian Age (social and historical background)
3/5: Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (selected chapters)

3/12: Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (selected chapters)

3/19: Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (selected chapters)

3/26: Virginia Woolf, “A Room of One’s Own”

4/9: Virginia Woolf, “A Room of One’s Own”
4/16: Virginia Woolf, “A Room of One’s Own”
4/23: Mid-term exam
4/30 : The rise of popular culture
      Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four
5/7: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four
       Landscape of the city—London
       The figure of the detective and the crowd
5/14: Introduction to Modernism (social and historical background)
5/21: E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (selected chapters)
5/28: E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (selected chapters)
6/4: E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (selected chapters)
6/11: E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (selected chapters)
6/18: Final Exam
