Syllabus for Conversation (I)
Spring Semester 2009
Instructor: Randy Chen

Course Objectives:

1. Enhance students’ ability to communicate in English.

2. Familiarize students with useful expressions in daily English conversation.

Course Description:

This course covers contemporary, real-world topics that are relevant to students’ lives. Students are expected to have some background knowledge of these topics, so they can share experience and information productively in English conversation. 

Each class meeting has two parts. In the first hour of our class, we will discuss certain topics in the handout. The second hour of our class will be reserved for Show&Tell&Teach, student’s in-class presentation. Every class, each group of 2 or 3 people has to bring to class something, anything that has meanings to you and you feel like talking about. It could be a song, a movie, souvenirs, or your favorite food that you will show and tell. In addition, try to find English vocabularies, phrases, idioms and expressions relevant to the thing. Be an English teacher, teach us some English. Your classmates in class will become your students; they will follow your teaching methods, obey your orders, and do whatever you ask them to. We will start doing it on the 3rd week, March 5th. 
The mid-term and final test will take the form of acting. To prepare for the acting, students have to select a scene from a TV series or a movie, no longer than 5 minutes. Note that before going upstage to role-play the conversation in the scene, you must have memorized all the lines. Your performance will be evaluated according to your pronunciation, speaking fluency, and more importantly, how well you are prepared for it. 
Course Calendar:

Week/Date

Description (Tentative topic to be discussed)

1, 2/19


Orientation + Discussion: What did you do during your winter break?
2, 2/26


Discussion: Learning to pay compliment 
3, 3/5
     Discussion + presentation 1
4, 3/12
   
Discussion + presentation 2
5, 3/19          Discussion + presentation 3
6, 3/26
     Discussion + presentation 4
7, 4/2
   
Holiday, no class meeting
8, 4/9           Discussion + presentation 5
9, 4/16
     Our mid-term exam
10, 4/23
     No class meeting, but your other mid-term exams
11, 4/30
     Discussion + presentation 6
12, 5/7          Discussion + presentation 7
13, 5/14
     Discussion + presentation 8
14, 5/21
     Discussion + presentation 9
15, 5/28
     Holiday, no class meeting
16, 6/4
     Discussion + presentation 10
17, 6/11
     Our final exam
18, 6/18
No class meeting, but your other final exams    
Evaluation:

1. Participation and class performance 50%

2. Mid-term and final exams 50%

Note: 
1. Unexcused absences will lead to point deduction from your final grade. 

2. Any student with 5 absences will be automatically suspended from final exam. 
