Tuesday & Wednesday Evening Approaches to the Study of Literature (文學作品讀法)

Teacher: Iain Brown (包俊傑)

Textbook: The Norton Introduction to Literature, Shorter Ninth Edition
The Goal: We’re going to read a variety of short pieces of literature: the course is organized by short stories, but we’ll work on both short stories and poems.  Over the semester we’ll deal with six short stories and approximately 12-15 poems.


We’ll spend some time on comprehension of the stories and poems, and more time on analysis and discussion of issues and themes.  Words like character, plot, narrator, theme, symbol, image, metaphor, and setting will be very important.

The Material: We’re using The Norton Introduction to Literature, Shorter Ninth Edition.  I’ll divide the course into “Units” of two to three weeks each: in each unit, we’ll look at one short story from the anthology, plus several poems that are related either by theme or literary device.

Attendance: our schedule is a little… weird. We meet on Tuesday and Wednesday evening at 6:10PM. I will start class, with attendance, at 6:10PM—I’m not going to sit around and wait for you to arrive, especially on Wednesday evenings. If you’re often late, or often miss class, your participation score will be severely affected.


Note that I don’t really care if you eat in class or not. I understand that you want dinner—so bring it with you. Just make sure that you eat quietly; be especially careful with plastic bags, which can be horribly noisy.


Remember: I take attendance at the beginning of class. If you arrive later, make sure you tell me during the break or at the end of class; if you don’t tell me, you’ll be recorded as absent.
Grading: This semester I’m going to have two tests.  There will also be 2-3 assignments over the course of the semester, and sometimes I’ll give you surprise assignments in class.  (With questions like, “What happened in ‘Araby’?”—so make sure you do the reading before class!)


For grading: 25% will be attendance and participation (if you come to every class and I notice you in neither a good nor a bad way, you get 65%; it goes up or down from there).  25% will be assignments, both submitted and online.  Each test will be 25%.  What do the numbers mean?: a score of 70% means you’re meeting expectations; 80% is good.  90% is amazing.  95% means I quit and you take over.

Expectations: Most of the assignments will be 1-2 paragraphs; make sure everything is double-spaced. Assume anything you give me must be in paragraph form.  If an assignment is not double-spaced or submitted on a horrible piece of paper, I will deduct 50% from your score.

I will not accept late assignments; if you miss a class, you must e-mail me any homework by the end of the week. Additionally, plagiarism is a serious problem and will not be tolerated.  Any assignment or exam question with ANY plagiarized material (even a few words) will get a score of zero.  If your writing is suddenly fluent, I will assume you have plagiarized: it is up to you to prove to me that your writing ability really has suddenly improved so much.
