Syllabus

Course Title: Discourse Analysis and Multiculturalism 
Instructor: Dr. Yi-Ping Huang 

Contact Information: 133336@mail.tku.edu.tw; 7132 

Time: 1:10-3:00pm Mon.(CL404), 10:10-12:00am Fri. (CL403)
Office Hour: Please see the time slots attached to my office door for final version 

Course Description

Linguistic accuracy does not necessarily indicate language appropriateness. It is thus important to understand how language is used in contexts in order to increase our discursive competence, one of the sub-competences of communicative competence. This course purports to provide basic understanding of discourse analysis and pragmatics. Important concepts, such as discourse, texts, cohesion, information structure, speech acts and events, and conversation organization will be introduced through group/pair presentation and class participation (cooperative learning). How multicultural issues (e.g., power and gender) come into play will be discussed. 
Objectives

1. To increase critical and independent thinking abilities 

2. To increase cooperative learning abilities and cultivate their respectful and understanding attitudes 
3. To improve communicative competence in English and broaden their international horizon 
Textbooks
Hatch, E. (1992). Discourse & language education. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Nunan, D. (1993). Introducing discourse analysis. NY: Penguin Books. 

Finegan, E. (1999). Language: its structure and use. NY: Harcourt Brace College. 
Grading

	1
	Attendance, Participation, & In-Class Assignments: 30％ 

	2
	Group/Pair Presentation: 30%

	3
	Final Project: 40% 


Attendance
Your prompt and regular attendance is required. Thus, you are recommended not to take this class, if you cannot attend regularly or promptly. If you are absent for 5 (or more) times (over 1/3 of this quarter), you will receive a ZERO for your final grade. If you are absent and/or late for more than 3 times, your grades will be substantially lowered. 
Schedule

Although the syllabus, in principle, functions as a guiding contract, it is subject to change for flexibility and unexpected happenings. 

	Week
	Topics
	Assigned Reading
	Assignments 

	1
	02/16
	Introduction 
	X 
	 X 

	
	02/20
	What is Discourse Analysis? (2)
-What is discourse?

-Discourse vs. text 
-Spoken vs. written language 

-Types of discourse 

-Activity 1
	Nunan 1 
	

	2
	02/23
	Cohesion (2)
-Activity 2
	Nunan 2 
	

	
	02/27
	Information Structure (3)
-Activity 3 
	Nunan 2
	

	3
	03/02
	Information Structure 
-Activity 3 
	Nunan 2 
	

	
	03/06
	Given and New Information (2)
-Activity 4 
	Finegan 8
	

	03/03 5:00-7:00?
	Speech Acts (2)
-Directives 

-Activity 5 
	Hatch 4
	

	4
	03/09
	Speech Acts (2)

-Commissives, Representatives  

-Activity 6
	Hatch 4 
	

	
	03/13
	Speech Acts (2)

-Declaratives, Expressives
-Activity 7 
	Hatch 4 
	

	5
	03/16
	Speech Events (2)
-Compliments 

-Activity 8
	Hatch 4
	

	
	03/20
	Speech Events (3)
-Complaints 
-Activity 9
	Hatch 4
	

	6
	03/23
	The Organization of Conversation (3)
-Turn-taking & Pausing 

-Adjacency pairs 
-Activity 10
	Finegan 8 
	

	
	03/27
	The Organization of Conversation (4)
-Opening sequences 

-Closing sequences 

Conversational Routines 

-Repairs 

-Politeness 

-Activity 11
	Finegan 8
	

	03/24 5:00-7:00?
	Movie 
	X 
	X 

	7
	03/30
	Spring Break 

	
	04/03
	

	8
	04/06
	Final Presentation 
	X 
	X 

	
	04/11
	Final Presentation 
	X 
	X 

	9
	04/13
	AERA Conference (No Class) (調課)

	
	04/17 
	


