Syllabus

Course Title: Language, Culture, and Cognition

Course Time: Tuesdays, 10-12 am; 3-5 pm, Spring Semester, 2009

Place: Lanyang Campus

Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu, 

Contact Details: Rm. 713, The Foreign Languages Building, Ext.: 3213




sue_hu@yahoo.com, sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Description: This course aims to explicate the intricate relationship between language, culture and the way we think. Students will be shown the interaction among culture, our language system, ways of communication (verbal and non-verbal), and the thought process. Hence, we will be discussing in depth the meaning and definition of culture, communication, and human cognition. We will compare and contrast various cultural patterns and how they affect people’s thinking, behavior and ways of expression themselves. 

Course Objectives: This course is to prepare second year students who are about to study abroad for one year. It is of great importance that they are aware of differences in various cultures in ways how we communicate and express ourselves. Such an awareness and knowledge will help them avoid misunderstandings and integrate easier to local communities so that their overseas experience will be further enriched.
Course Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction.

Week 2: What culture is and what culture is not.

Week 3: Collective vs. Individual societies.

Week 4: Different cultural orientations in terms of time, space, environment, nature, and etc.

Week 5: Different cultural orientations in terms of time, space, environment, nature, and etc.
Week 6: Cultural orientations on communication style.

Week 7: Different speech acts in various cultures.

Week 8: Whorfian Hypothesis and world views.

Week 9: Conclusion.

Course Assessment: 

Class attendance and participation: 30%

Quizzes: 40%

Homework and presentation: 30%
Textbook: 

Gudykunst, William and Young Yun Kim. Communicating with Strangers: An Approach to Intercultural Communication. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1992.
