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Professor: Dr. Marshall Sheen (沈欣 教授)
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Tamkang University 
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 TBA        

Course Content and Purpose:

This course seeks to fulfill both the requirements of general education and an introduc-tion to American studies.  As an undergraduate introductory course to American studies for non-American students, there are at least two important criteria.  Such a course should be general enough to offer a good overview of American heritage, culture, and society.  Secondly, it needs to have the relevancy that provides students with a true learning experience.  For instance, you might ask yourself, “Why (as a Chinese/Taiwanese) is studying about America important to me?”  By semester’s end that question should be answered for you satisfactorily.  

William Zinsser’s book, American Places: A Writer’s Pilgrimage is selected as a reference text for this course.  Using this book as a guide, you will encounter a variety of American historical sites and places offering you a look at the spirit of America and some of its notable people.  Zinsser’s book, coupled with weekly class lectures, discussions, films, and oral reports by  students  themselves, should  provide the class with a relatively

broad and panoramic view of the United States with regard to its


—  heritage and tradition


—  language and people 

—  history and society


—  land and environment

—  education and entertainment

—  work ethics and economy 

—  social problems



—  foreign affairs





Reference Text:  William Zinsser, American Places: A Writer’s Pilgrimage to 15 of this Country’s Most Visited and Cherished Sites (New York: HarperPerennial, 1993).

· At this time the book is be out-of-print.  A copy of the text will be provided for student copying.  Although purchase is optional, you are encouraged to buy this book.  Check with the class leader (to be selected) or my teaching assistant (TA), regarding purchase.

Discussion Sequence & Suggested Reading:  

Introduction  to  Course – Week One (                        ) – 1st Day of Class

· Course content, grades, and requirements 

· Selection of class leader(s) and six team/group leaders
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Discussion Sequence / Suggested Reading (con’td.): 

Introduction  to  Course – Week Two (                         ) 

· Finalize composition of teams/groups 1-6 – TA & class leader directed

· Film: “Discovering the USA” (1990s – approx. 60 min.) – 1st half of film

· Assignment:  Team I – Make appointment to meet with professor

Birth and Origins of America – Revolutionary Thinking and Revolutionary War:

Independence, Freedom, Individualism, and Self-Reliance 
· Week Three  (                       )

--  Film: Finish watching “Discovering the USA” 

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

--  Assignment: Team I – Prepare to give presentation (“Birth and Origins of

     America” – confer chaps. 2, 7, & 9 in text) for next meeting

· Week Four  (                        )

--  Team I: In-class presentation (40-50 min.) –  1st hour 

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment: Team II – make appointment to meet with professor

Land and Environment of America – Beauty, Aesthetics, Function, Diversity, 

and Ecology 
· Week Five  (                         )

--  Film: “Yellowstone Park: Realm of the Coyote” (1990s – approx. 60 min.)

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

--  Assignment: Team II – Prepare to give presentation  (“Land and Environment

     of America” – confer chaps. 4, 1, & 3 in text) for next meeting

· Week Six (                          )

--  Team II: In-class presentation (40-50 min.) –  1st hour

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment: Team III – make appointment to meet with professor

“Learning Can Be Fun!”: Education and Entertainment in America – Liberal

Arts, Meaning, Magic, Fantasy, and Education of the Whole Person 

· Week Seven (                        )

· --  Film - “Mississippi River ” (1988 – 25 min.) and sampling of American music  

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

--  Assignment:  Team III – Prepare to give presentation (“Education and Enter-

tainment in America” – confer chaps.  12 & 5, 1, 2,13, & 14 in text) for next meeting
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Discussion Sequence / Suggested Reading (con’td.):

Education and Entertainment in America (con’td.)

·  Week Eight (                        )

--  Team III: In-class presentation (40-50 min.)  –  1st hour

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment:  Team IV – make appointment to meet with professor

Work and the Development of Character in America  – The American 

Dream: Work Ethic, Habits, Values and Family 

· Weeks Nine (                        ) – Midterm Week – class as usual! 

--  Film:  “What’s on the Midterm, Dr. Brown” (1986 – 33 min.)  

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

--  Assignment: Team IV – Prepare to give presentation (“Work and the Making

     of the American Character” – confer chaps. 10, 9, & 11 in text) for next mtg. 

· Week Ten (                         )

--  Team IV: In-class presentation (40-50 min.)  –  1st hour

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment: Team V – make appointment to meet with professor

Society and Social Problems of America – Community, Competition, and 



Equality: Race, Gender and Culture, Civil Rights and Economic Justice 
· Week Eleven (                        )

--  Film: “Legacy of a Dream” (1992 – 20 min.)

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

--  Assignment: Team V – Prepare to give presentation (“Society and Social

     Problems of America” – confer chaps. 8, 6, 7, & 15 in text) for next meeting

· Week Twelve (                         )

--  Team V: In-class presentation (40-50 min.) –  1st hour

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment: Team VI – make appointment to meet with professor
Foreign Relations of America – Expansion, War, and Civilizing the World 
· Week Thirteen (                           ) 

--  Film: “Youth to Maturity” (1980s – 25 min.)

--  Lecture and discussion of topic, and student questions (also as Q&A)

-- Assignment:  Team VI – Prepare to give presentation (“Foreign Relations of

    America” – confer chaps. 15, 6 & 12, 14 in text) for next meeting
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Discussion Sequence / Suggested Reading (con’td.):  

Foreign Relations of America (con’td.)

· Week Fourteen (                          ) 

--  Team VI: In-class presentation (40-50 min.)  –  1st hour

--  Q&A discussion / highlighting key points for quiz –  2nd hour

--  Assignment:  All students: Prepare questions you have for Final Quiz review
Review for Final Quiz
· Week Fifteen (                           ) – Don’t miss this one!
--  Last chance for students to ask questions (does not count in Q&A points)
Final Quiz  
· Week Sixteen (                           ) – Be There! – absolutely no make-up

Grades and Course Requirements:  Roll will not be taken.  Regular and consistent attendance and participation are strongly encouraged.  Your final grade will be determined by

· A Final Quiz consisting of “true/false” and “fill-in-the blank questions  (English Only).  There is no mid-term  (regular class  –                                       )

--  Questions will be translated (into Chinese) during quiz time

--  There will be between 25-30 questions on the quiz

--  The quiz will count 50% of your grade

--  Absolutely No make-up quiz will be given

· Group (team) Presentation - oral reports only – no written paper is required

--  Each student is required to give an oral presentation (and be present) on the 

     day his or her team is scheduled for in-class report (come to class early on 

     the day of your report!)

--  Members of the team who are giving their reports should come see me after 


     class to schedule a time for consultation prior to giving their presentation (one 


     week before the week of their report)
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Grades and Course Requirements (con’td.): 

· Group (team) Presentation (con’td.)  

--  Make-up of all 6 teams to be finalized by Week 3 (no more changes / only

 newcomers will be added)

--  A hand-out covering the various themes and ideas for each topic will 

     
     be given to you for your reference

--  Presentations are individually evaluated – unless otherwise arranged (at least 

one [1] week before the date of your scheduled report)

--  Your report will count 50% of your grade

--  Grading scale (details see Student Oral Report Evaluation form - handout):

         (1) Poor (55)…(2) Mediocre (65)…(3) Average (75)…(4) Good (85)…(5) Excellent (95)
· In-Class Participation – Questions & Answers (Q&A) exchange

--  For extra credit, you can accumulate up to 15 pts (maximum) added to your 

     final grade (Make sure your professor knows your name [correctly] and in English!)

--  Each relevant question you ask during Q&A is worth 1 or 2 (for an 
     outstanding question) points

--  Theoretically, a student can score over a 100 for her or his final grade

ALL Written Materials given to the instructor (on A4 size paper only!) must be in

English and with your English name and student ID number

Last But Not Least

· Ground Rules:  Take these seriously!
--  If you feel like talking about something with someone seated next to you when

     class is in session, speak to all of us—not with the person individually.  In

     other words, no talking in class!
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· Ground rules (con’td.)

--  All cell/mobil phones must be turned off inside the classroom.
--  No food, drinks or eating in class.  Water is okay (of course, I’d much rather 

     you go and get a drink of water during break time)

--  No sleeping in the classroom.  Napping students will be asked to leave


--  No newspaper reading in the classroom.
· Let’s make this a “fun” course!  Together and with your participation and 


effort we could make this a true learning experience

· If you have any problem, see me ASAP (as soon as possible)!  Don’t wait until the last minute when nothing can be done
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