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Intercultural Issues (Spring Semester)
Objective
The course will try a series of case studies. We will do so against the background of Samuel Huntington’s book The Clash of Civilizations and the debate around it. 
Procedure
Presentations and above all discussions. As participants quite likely will have different cultural backgrounds, our own experiences with cultural difference and perhaps cultural conflicts could be an exciting source for our research. Another reason why discussions should be the dominating format of the course.
Content

Part I

We will use our time until the midterm exam for a slow reading and discussion of Huntington’s book. 
· Chapter 1: A World of Civilizations

· Chapter 2: The Shifting Balance of Civilizations

· Chapter 3: The Emerging Order of Civilizations
· Chapter 4: Clashes of Civilizations 

· Chapter 5: The Future of Civilizations

· Critical views on Huntington’s book and overall theory

(MIDTERM EXAM)
Part II

· An analysis and discussion of recent and not so recent conflicts in various parts of the world against the background of Huntington’s theory. 
· As we want to do so in some depth, there will only be time for three. 

· The selection of issues will be discussed and made at the beginning of the course. Suggestions are welcome and highly encouraged.
FINAL EXAM

Sources
· Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996). Of course you can use any other edition as well. 
· The English version and a Chinese translation are available in the library.
· As this book is a classic, you may want to buy it. Paperback versions should be easy to get in bookstores here in Taiwan. If not, use Amazon. 
· Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clash_of_Civilizations) is helpful to get an idea of the book and the debate around it. 
· Remark: Huntington first developed his theory in an article published 1993. As we want to go a bit deeper into the matter, this article will not be enough for our purposes. Reading the article first may be useful, however. It is available online. See:
· http://www.foreignaffairs.org/19930601faessay5188-p70/samuel-p-huntington/the-clash-of-civilizations.html
· As for the second part of the course, we will largely rely on materials available online. 
Requirements
· Regular and active participation in class plus oral presentation 50%

· Midterm exam / oral 25%

· Final exam / oral 25% 
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