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Historical Background of Current Events
Objectives
· A discussion of current events as they are happening and developing from week to week.
· Research on background information will help us to put matters into their historical context.

· From there, we will try to look on what is happening from various perspectives. 
· The course will provide some experience with various forms and styles of discussion. This might be helpful for students with the intention of moving on to graduate school.

Procedure

· Students are encouraged to regularly read news sources on the net for at least 30 minutes a day.

· News diary: At least three events every day. 

· Hand in your news diary by email each week one day before class at the latest

· Some news diaries will be discussed in class

· As the course progresses, we will try to follow some major events as they are developing from week to week. The idea is to see how the chaos of daily news is being transformed into stories, and often into different ones by different commentators and analysts.
· Cultivating some sense and sensitivity for this process will help you to read comments and perhaps history books as well with some critical reservation. 
· Background questions will be asked and developed in class presentations
Content

We will start with a focus on events of global importance. Students are encouraged to develop and express their own interest in particular issues or areas. 

Sources
Students should use news sources in English as well as in one other foreign language, if possible. As a shared reference source I suggest the BBC news.

Requirements

· Regular and active participation in class plus oral presentation 50%

· Midterm exam / oral 25%

· Final exam / oral 25% 
