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Course Description

In this survey of science fiction and horror literature we will deal primarily with science fiction. The course will be taught using a course handbook that I have prepared, and by showing frames and clips of films. The handbook contains excerpts from important works of science fiction. Students may read translations of the works in Chinese to supplement their studies, but please understand the course is being taught primarily in English, and the assignments and exams will be in English. The focus of the course will be on issues in science fiction, with emphasis on explorations of the effects of technology on the individual and society, rather than on the science itself (though we will also discuss matters of science and technology). 

Course Objectives  

To learn about science fiction and to apply it to your understanding of contemporary socio-political issues related to technological change.
Course Requirements

Preparing for Class
· Please prepare for class by completing the readings before class, looking up unfamiliar words, and thinking about the materials ahead of each class. The issues raised in class are also to appear on examinations; in this way the class differs from most literature classes -- it is more about ideas than style. To merely read the texts and skip class (even though early in the morning) will not serve you well on examinations.
· Students need to attend class: Students are responsible for anything presented in class; anything said, written on board, presented on screen (including power point and film clips). Students who do not attend tend to do poorly on my examinations.
· Please prepare for each class by keeping up with the readings, and take good notes during class. Each class I may call on particular students at random to raise questions based on their reflective readings of the texts. Students unable to answer questions or engage in meaningful dialogue will be noted and points will be deducted from their attendance and participation grade. 
· Think of the class as a forum for testing your ideas and finding ways to articulate them most effectively. Entering into various discussions over topics of interest provides material for your papers and examinations. 

· Students must attend each class, take notes, participate in class discussions as required, and demonstrate they understand the in-class lecture and discussion in their examinations and paper. Students should be present in mind as well as body. 

· One group project research paper, which is graded in part on your writing style and usage.

· If anything is not clear, just ask; I am happy to explain and re-explain in varied language so that all understand. 

· I will try to include Chinese translations of technical terms for the class. For the fiction readings you need to have a good dictionary. In science fiction, it is not uncommon for the author to use neologisms (invented words). You can guess the meaning by looking up the parts of the word and piecing together the (usually) Latinate roots.
· Midterm and final examinations.

Grading 
Participation and attendance grade



25%
One group research paper




25%

Midterm examinations
 



    
25% 

Final examinations





25%
Please note: 

There are no make-up exams in this course; both exams are during midterm and finals weeks.

Papers and presentations must be turned in by the due dates. The grade will drop 5 points for each day late.  

On Plagiarism and Continuity of Voice
The Council of Writing Program Administrators defines plagiarism (剽竊) as “when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source” (http://wpacouncil.org/node/9, accessed 12/27/05). 
You can avoid plagiarism by using quotation marks and indentation of quotes when you are engaging and incorporating another’s ideas and writing. It is easy to spot plagarism, and the risk is high. If caught, the penalty for plagiarism includes: receiving an F (0) for the course; and a letter may be written to various administrators recommending further disciplinary action. 

Course Schedule

Items marked in < > brackets are optional films. 

	Week
	Course Topics

	1

2/17
	Introduction to course

What is Science Fiction?

	2

2/24
	Capitalism, Technology and the Origins of Modern Science Fiction: 

The Edisonade

Have read (all selections in course handbook):

John Jacob Astor, from A Journey in Other Worlds (1894)
Mark Twain, from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889)

	3

3/3
	Utopia/Dystopia in Science Fiction

Have read:

Edward Bellamy, from Looking Backward From 2000 to 1887 (1888)
E. M. Forster, “The Machine Stops” (1909)

	4

3/10
	Have read:

Aldous Huxley, from Brave New World (1932)
<Related film: Brave New World (1998, made for TV)>

	5

3/17
	Robots and Cyborg Dystopias

Have read:
John W. Campbell, Jr., 
Isaac Asimov, from I, Robot (1950)

<Related films: I, Robot (2004), Bicentennial Man (1999)>

	6

3/24
	Have read:
Philip K. Dick, from Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep (1968) 
<Related film: Blade Runner (1982)> 

	7

3/31
	Gender Issues
Have read:
Ursula LeGuin, from The Left Hand of Darkness (1969)

	8

4/7
	Have read:
Joanna Russ, “When It Changed” (1972)

	9

4/14
	Have read:
Margaret Atwood, from The Handmaid's Tale (1985)
<Related film: The Handmaid's Tale (1990)>

	10

4/21
	Midterm Examination

	11

4/28
	After the Apocalypse
Have read:

“The Dog Said Bow-Wow” by Michael Swanwick (2001)
Discussion of films on this topic.

	12

5/5
	The media and new technology

Have read:

M.T. Anderson, from Feed (2002)

	13

5/12
	Cyberpunk
Have read:

William Gibson, from Neuromancer (1984)


	14
5/19
	Continued.
Have viewed:
The Matrix (駭客任務, film, 1999) available in library media center or any video center; this film is not based on a novel.)

	15
5/28
	 SF Issues in Our Society

What is the Posthuman? Survivalism? Singularity? Genetic engineering?

Have read:

Vernor Vinge’s essay, “Singularity” (1993)
<Genetic engineering (helpful to see the film Gattaca [千鈞一髮, 1997])>

	16
6/2
	Horror in SF Film
The Alien series of films. Lacanian interpretations.

<Related film: Alien (1979), or other film in this series.>

	17
6/9
	Student presentations

	18

6/16
	Finals Week



