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Syllabus – Junior English Composition
________________________________________________
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The major purpose of Junior English Composition this semester is to continue to help you become a more competent and confident communicator in English writing by identifying and training your proficiency in the essential writing skills needed for both academic and career success. 
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The course adopts an interactive approach to language learning by providing you with ample opportunities for guided practice and review in writing and editing. Major class activities include frequent writing in varied forms (memo, press release, résumé, and invitation letter) resulting in at least three fully revised papers. Junior English Composition will be divided, like it was last semester, into plenary sessions for lectures and review meetings for in-depth revision of your works. 
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Again, there will be neither mid-term nor final examination this semester. All required assignments should be typed, not hand-written. Guidelines for writing each assignment will be clearly introduced in class. Assignments failing to observe the guidelines will receive NO grade. Attendance at all classes is therefore strongly recommended. Please e-mail your works to the instructor at least one week before your scheduled review meeting. Writing assignments reaching the instructor on or after the scheduled review meeting will be graded but not reviewed. 
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February 20
Course Orientation
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February 27
1st Plenary Session: Announcement of 1st Writing Assignment - Résumé
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March 6
2nd Plenary Session: Announcement of 2nd Writing Assignment - Memo
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March 13
3rd Plenary Session: Brainstorming for the Memo Assignment
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March 20
4th Plenary Session: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing – Part I
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March 27
5th Plenary Session: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing – Part I 
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April 3
6th Plenary Session: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing – Concluding Quiz
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April 10
6th Plenary Session: In-Class Activity on Critical Thinking
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April 17
7th Plenary Session: Course Review & Progress Checking
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April 24
Mid-Term Examination Week
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May 1
1st Review Meeting
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May 8
2nd Review Meeting
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May 15
3rd Review Meeting
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May 22
4th Review Meeting
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May 29
5th Review Meeting
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June 5
6th Review Meeting
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June 12
7th Review Meeting
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June 19
8th Review Meeting (Final Examination Week)
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Class Participation (including Attendance): 40%
Writing Assignments: 60%
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Your course instructor is Chien-Ta (Bob) Hsu, a part-time teacher with no office on campus to maintain fixed office hours. However, when for whatever reason you feel the need to talk to him, he can be reached by telephone (also fax) at (02) 2368-4299 or e-mail at atatsu@seed.net.tw. 
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