English Literary Prose 

Spring 2009
Time: Thursdays 9:10-11:00, T311

Instructor: Chin-jau Chyan
Office: FL 707, ext. 2849

Email: cjchyan@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Objective: This course aims to develop your reading skills and enlarge your vocabulary through reading and analyzing a variety of prose works
Textbook: Muller, Gilbert and Harvey Weiner, ed. The Short Prose Reader. 10th ed. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2005.
	
	
	

	W 1
	Feb 19
	Introduction

	W 2
	Feb 26
	*Nick Hornby, “Thunder Road,” 31 Songs

	W 3
	Mar 5
	Vonnegut, “How to Write with Style”
*Selections from Stephen King, On Writing

	W 4
	Mar 12
	Kingston, “Catfish in the Bathtub”
*Selections from Marley & Me

	W 5
	Mar 19
	Wong, “The Struggle to Be an All-American Girl”
Orwell, “A Hanging”

	W 6
	Mar 26
	Hughes, “Salvation”
Paley, “Travelling”

	W 7
	Apr 2
	<Holiday>

	W 8
	Apr 9
	Goodman, “The Tapestry of Friendships”
Ingrassia, “The Body of the Beholder”

	W 9
	Apr 16
	Naylor, “A Word’s Meaning”
*Oxford Word of the Year: “hypermiling”

	W 10
	Apr 23
	Midterm Exam

	W 11
	Apr 30
	TBA

	W 12
	May 7
	Viorst, “Friends, Good Friends—and Such Good Friends”
Baker, “How Do We Find the Student in a World of Academic Gymnasts and Worker Ants?”

	W 13
	May 14
	Hemingway, “Camping Out”
Gates, “In the Kitchen”

	W 14
	May 21
	King, “Why We Crave Horror Movies”
*Skogquist, “Tiffany Stephenson—An Apology”

	W 15
	May 28
	<Holiday>

	W 16
	Jun 4
	Brady, “I Want a Wife”
Ivins, “Get a Knife, Get a Dog, but Get Rid of Guns”

	W 17
	Jun 11
	Malcolm X, “Prison Studies”
Frisina, “‘See Spot Run’: Teaching my Grandmother to Read”

	W 18
	Jun 18
	Final Exam


*Handouts will be available in class
Requirements:

1. Please finish reading all assignments in advance, come to class on time, and be prepared to discuss your ideas.
2. Habitual lateness and absences will affect your final grades. If you are absent for more than 5 times, you cannot take the final exam.

Grading:
Class Participation and Attendance 15%

Group Presentation 15%

Midterm Exam 35%
Final Exam 35%

