Tamkang University   Spring Semester, 2009
Tentative Composition I (for Freshmen) Syllabus
Course Objective 

Students should be taught how to write a topic sentence properly, then how to develop the topic sentence by using appropriate paragraph developments, and finally how write a concluding sentence.  Toward the end of the semester, students should be able to write a unified and coherent paragraph and then a short composition of three to four paragraphs.
Textbook
College Writing Basics: A Student-Writing Approach (6th Edition) 

Author: Thomas E. Tyner

Publisher: Thomson Wadsworth (2003)
Course Schedules
Week   Date   Topics

W1     2/16-  A general introduction to the course.
W2     2/23-  Level 4: The Paragraph
W3     3/2-   Level 4: The Sentence

W4     3/9-   Level 4: The Word
W5     3/16-  In Class Writing Practice (1)
-Writing Plot Summary
              Twelfth Night or What You Will

              An Introduction to Charles & Mary Lamb and Their

Tales from Shakespeare   

W6     3/23-  In Class Writing Practice (1)
W7     3/30-  Writing Review and Discussion
W8     4/6-   In Class Writing Practice (2)
-Writing Response Paper
              Twelfth Night
W9     4/13-  Writing Review and Discussion
W10    4/20-  Midterm Exam
W11    4/27-  Level 5: The Paragraph
W12    5/4-   Level 5: The Sentence
W13    5/11-  Level 5: The Word
W14    5/18-  In Class Writing Practice (3)

- Writing Short Argumentative Essay
Model Essay: Mary Astell’s “A Serious Proposal for Ladies”
Topic: On Cloning

W15    5/25-  In Class Writing Practice (3)  

W16    6/1-   In Class Writing Practice (4)
              -Writing Personal Essay

               Model Essay: Amy Tan’s “Rules of the Game”
                Topic: An Unforgettable Memory of Mine 
W17    6/8-   Writing Review and Discussion
W18    6/15-  Final Exam
Grading Criteria

A. Classwork - 50% 

1. Attendance 10%
   2. In-class Writing Practice 40%
B. Midterm Exam – 25%
C. Final Exam – 25%
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