Approaches to Literature

Spring 2009

Wednesdays 14.10-16.00; Thursdays 15.10-16.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the spring semester will be on poetry and drama.

Textbook: 

Alison Booth et al. The Norton Introduction to Literature. Shorter 9th edition. 2006.

Schedule:

W1: 18, 19 Feb           Chapter 15: Language

W2: 25, 26 Feb           Chapter 15 (contd.)

W3: 4, 5 Mar             Chapter 15 (contd.)

W4: 11, 12 Mar           Chapter 16: The Sounds of Poetry

W5: 18, 19 Mar           Chapter 12: Tone

W6: 25, 26 Mar           Chapter 12 (contd.)

W7: 1, 2 Apr             Spring Break
W8: 8, 9 Apr             Chapter 18: External Form

W9: 15, 16 Apr           Chapter 18 (contd.)

W10: 22 Apr             Mid-term Exam 

W11: 29, 30 Apr          William Shakespeare, The Two Gentlemen of Verona
W12: 6, 7 May           The Two Gentlemen of Verona (contd.)

W13: 13, 14 May         The Two Gentlemen of Verona (contd.)

W14: 20, 21 May         Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House (1508-56)

W15: 27 May            A Doll’s House (contd.)

W16: 3, 4 Jun            Anton Chekhov, The Cherry Orchard (1102-40)

W17: 10, 11 Jun          The Cherry Orchard (contd.)

W18: 17 Jun             Final Exam 

Assessment:

10% attendance and participation; 20% class work and assignments; 35% mid-term; 35% final

