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Objectives

This course is designed for doctoral students who wish to gain an understanding of the limits and potentials of social science research, and for those who intend to research social phenomena scientifically. This course is intended to facilitate the doctoral student's awareness of the research process and their ability to conduct research in an ethical and thorough manner with appropriate research strategies. 

Required Textbooks

Alex Rosenberg, Philosophy of Science: A Contemporary Introduction (London: Routledge, 2000).歐陽敏譯，當代科學哲學(台北：韋伯，2004)。

江天驥，當代西方科學哲學(台北：谷風，1988)。

Kenneth R. Hoover, The Elements of Social Scientific Think (New York: St. Martin’s Press,1988).

Peter Winch, The Idea of a Social Science and Its Relation to Philosophy (London: Routledge, 1990).張君玫譯，社會科學的理念 (台北：巨流，1996)。

Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge (New York: Anchor Books, 1966). 鄒理民譯，知識社會學－社會實體的建構(台北：巨流，1991)。

Mark J. Smith, Social Science in Question (London: Sage, 1998).吳翠松譯，社會科學概論：方法論的探索(台北：韋伯，2004)。

Gary King, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba, Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994).

Henry E. Brady and David Collier, Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards (New York: Rowman & Littlefield,2004).

Corrine Glesne, Becoming Qualitative Researchers: An Introduction (White Plains, New York: Allyn & Bacon,1999).莊明貞、陳怡如譯，質性研究導論(台北：高等教育，2005)。

潘淑滿，質性研究：理論與應用(台北：心理出版社，2003)。

王雅各等，質性研究(台北：心理出版社，2004)。

John Gerring, Social Science Methodology: A Critical Framework (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,2001). 

Stanley Lieberson, Making It Count: The Improvement of Social Research and Theory (Berkeley: University of California Press,1987).陳孟君譯，量化的反思：重探社會研究的邏輯(台北：巨流1996)。

Geoffrey Marczyk, et al., Essentials of Research Design and Methodology (New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, 2005).

David A. de Vaus, Research Design in Social Research(London: Sage,2001).莊靜怡譯，社會研究法的設計(台北：韋伯，2006)。

Derek Layder, Sociological Practice: Linking Theory and Social Research (London: Sage,1998).
Grading 

The final grade is based on 226 total possible points: 30 points for the midterm, 60 for the final exam, 28 for the questions about the readings (2 points X 14 papers), 42 points for the short summary papers about the readings ( 3points X 14 papers), and 60 points for the term paper. It is a bonus, 6 points for the peer reviews (3 points X 2 reviews).

Grade distributions will be based on the performance of all the students in the class (i.e., grades are curved). The class average grade will be equivalent to a 160-point (that is, a person whose point total is at or close to the class average will get a 160-point for the class). Grades above the class average will be equivalent to a 160-point or better; grades below the class average will be equivalent to a 140-point or worse. 

Writing Assignments
There will be no examinations in the course.  Each week there will be a short paper on an assigned topic related to the week’s readings.  You will be given a choice of topics each week.  Papers will be written in Chinese with careful attention to clarity, focus, argument, and content.  Papers should be between 10 and 15 pages.  Papers are due by 2:00 pm on the Wednesday of the week in which these readings are discussed.  I am interested in reading how you approach the topic and reason through to your own position on the issue.   

More advanced students may wish to consult with me in order to formulate a paper topic that goes more deeply into an issue that you find interesting in the readings.

Class Attendance 

Class attendance is the student's responsibility (i.e., not mine). Students are responsible for everything covered in class. This includes details about the tests or paper, changes, etc. Students are also responsible for the activities we do in class; including graded activities. If you miss them, you miss the points. Therefore, I strongly advise class attendance. If you have to miss a class, be sure to get any lecture notes from another class member (i.e., not from me). Please help each other out! 

The written assignments are as follows: 

1) Questions about the reading assignments - At the start of each Wednesday class, students will turn in an informed question pertaining to the readings for that week. The students and I will attempt to address at least some of these during class. These will be graded as check (you turned it in & addressed the assignment) or 0 (you didn't turn it in or didn't really attempt the assignment in a meaningful way). A check gets you 2 points and a 0 gets you 0 points. Obviously, this means you have to get the readings assigned for a week done by the 1st class meeting of that week (i.e., the readings for week 2 have to be done by Sep. 20). 

2) Short papers - on the Wednesdays noted below, you will turn in a short (between 1 and 2 pages) summary paper about the readings for that week. These will be graded check (3 points) or 0 (no points), using the standards described under #1 above. 

3) Peer Reviews - For two of the above assignments, students will critique another person's paper. This will involve reading the paper, rating the paper on several scales, and writing constructive comments about the paper's strengths and weaknesses. I will give you a form for this. These comments will be given to the author. The reviews will be graded on the check (3 pts), 0 pts system. (These will be done in class) 

4) Term Paper - Students will do a term paper of between 10 and 15 pages (typed, double-spaced). This is due Jan. 22, 2006. The paper should describe, in detail, a hypothetical experiment (other than the one you did for your short paper or one from another source). The hypothesis should be controversial in the sense that one could reasonably predict more than one outcome on the basis of prior social science theory/research (which you should describe in your paper). Also, the paper should be in APA format(cf. http://web.ed.ntnu.edu.tw/~minfei/apastyle.htm).  This includes citations format, use of headers, inclusion of an abstract, etc.  It should include an Introduction, in which you describe your hypothesis and the literature review relevant to it, a Methods section, which describes your research procedures in detail, a Results section, in which you make up some expected results (simple statistics are desirable, but complicated ones are unnecessary), and a Discussion section in which you discuss the ramifications of your research. The term paper is worth 60 possible points. A rough guide to the way I will grade these papers is as follows. (This is simply designed to give you some idea of my priorities. It is neither a complete nor a precise list.) 

Failure to cite the source of an idea -2 (per occurrence) 

Copying material word-for-word from a source w/out appropriate citation: 

        up to two sentences                                                                     -5 per instance 

        a larger section                                                                                       -40    

most or all of a paper  course failure at best vague or incomprehensible explanation/ desciption                                                              -3 (per occurrence) 

Incorrect or absent of literature review                                                              -10 

Failure to attempt to design a research as per the assignment                          -40 

Attempt to but fail to design an experiment                                                      -30 

Research doesn't test the hypothesis                                                                 -20 

Lack of precision in the methods section   (e.g., you don't explain your operationalization, etc.)                                                             -15 

Inadequate explanation (you leave something important out)                           -3 

Unintelligible sentence                                                                                       -1 

Technical error (lapses from APA style, spelling errors   that could have been spell-checked on your computer, bad grammar etc.)           -1 per occurrence 

Tests 

There will be a midterm worth 30 pts and a final worth 60 pts. 

Class Schedule and Assignments: (subject to change)

1.The Philosophy of Social Science(I)

  Rosenberg(2004); 

江天驥(1988); 

Roger Trigg, Understanding Social Science: A Philosophical Introduction to the Social Science (New York: Basil Blackwell, 1985), Ch.1-6.

Hoover(1988), Ch.1-2.

Daniel Lerner, “Social Science: Whence and Whither?,” in Daniel Lerner, ed., The Human Meaning of the Social Sciences (Cleveland, Ohio: The World Publishing Co., 1965),pp.13-39.
2. The Philosophy of Social Science (II)

  Winch(1995);

  Berger and Luckmann(1966);

  Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What ?(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), Ch.1-3;

  Smith(1998),Ch.1-5。
3.Concepts

  Gerring(2001),Ch.1-4;

  Smith(1998),Ch.6-7;

  袁頌西，當代政治研究：方法與理論探微(台北：時英，2003), Ch.2.

  Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research(Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2003).陳文俊譯，社會科學研究方法(台北：雙葉書廊，2005), Ch.5.
4. Proposition, Assumption and Hypothesis

  Gerring(2001),Ch.5-7;

  郭秋永，政治學方法論研究專集(台北：商務，1988), Ch.1-3;

  邱皓政，量化研究法(二)：統計原理與分析技術(台北：雙葉書廊，2005),Ch.6.
5. Research Approaches (I):Qualitative Research

  Glesne(1999);

  King et al.,(1994);

Brady and Collier(2004);

潘淑滿(2003);

王雅各等(2004)；
6. Research Approaches (II):Quantitative Research

  郭良文、林素甘(民90)，質化與量化研究方法之比較分析，《資訊傳播與圖書館學》，第7卷第4期，頁1-13。

邱皓政，量化研究法(一)：研究統計與資料處理(台北：雙葉書廊，2005)。

Lieberson, (1987).
7. Research Design(I)

Marczyk, et al.(2005),Ch.1-7.

de Vaus,(2001),Ch.1-3.

Gerring(2001),Ch.8-10, ;
8. Research Design(II)

Layder(1998);
de Vaus,(2001),Ch.4-15.

Marczyk et al.,(2005),Ch.8-9.
9. Justifications and Interpretations

Gerring(2001),postscript;

  袁頌西(2003),Ch.4;

  林鍾沂，公共政策與批判理論(台北：遠流，1991)。

  高宣揚，後現代論(台北：五南，1999)。
10. Reflection

   石之瑜，社會科學方法新論(台北：五南，2003)。

   Alan Sokal, Fashionable Nonsense: Postmodern Intellectuals' Abuse of Science (New York: St. Martin’s, 1998).蔡珮君譯，知識的騙局(台北：時報，2001)。
11. The Scientific Study of Social Science

  John A. Vasquez and Marie T. Henehan, eds., The Scientific Study of Peace and War (New York: Lexington Books,1999).

  John A. Vasquez, The Power of Power Politics: From Classical Realism to Neotraditionalism(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1998).
  Detlef F. Sprinz and Yael Wolinsky-Nahmias, eds., Models, Numbers and Cases: Methods for Studying International Relations (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press,2004),Ch.1, 5, 9,11.
Web Sources
1. 國科會社會科學研究中心

http://ssrc.sinica.edu.tw/ssrc-home/1-1.htm
2. Basic Business Research Methods http://www.mapnp.org/library/research/research.htm
3. Bobbi’s Place (Qualitative Research). 

http://kerlins.net/bobbi/research/qualresearch
4. Methods in Behavioral Research: Resources for Research in Psychology and the Behavioral Sciences

    http://methods.fullerton.edu/
5. Research Methods in the Social Sciences: An Internet Resource List.

 http://www.library.miami.edu/netguides/psymeth.html
6.Center for Social Research Methods

http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/
7. Citation Style for Research Papers. http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/library/workshop/citation.htm
8.Social Research Update

http://www.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sru/
9.Social Science Online

http://www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/archive/esrc_socsciweek/2005/blog.html?cat=2
10.
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