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Dr. Reinhard Biedermann

The course provides analysis of the economic rationale for the European Union Economic Policies and its historical and political background, insight on the role of the Nation States and the European institutions towards the Single Market program, and analysis of convergence, disparities and distribution effects within the EU. Focus will be on integration theory and analysis of EU policy making illustrated with current issues such as Economic and Monetary Union, competition and industrial policies as well as consumer and environmental protection or the EU social and cohesion policy after the last enlargement. 

I) Introduction: 

1) European Union’s Economic Policies: Outline of the course and allocation of papers

2) Introduction on the EU ’ s Economic Policies and integration theory

II) History of European Economic Integration

3) 50 years Treaty of Rome: Europe and the goals of the Treaty in the 1950ies

4) European Integration in the shadow of interests, conflicts and policies over the EC: 
France, Germany and Great Britain in the 1960ies and 70ies

5) The 1980ies and 90ies: The Pathway to the Single European Act and the Single 
Market

III) Actors and Institutions

6) The European Commission: Structures and Competences

7) Intergovernmental Cooperation: The European Council and the Council of Ministers: 

8) The Court of Justice and EC Law: Judicial Governance and Construction of Europe: 9) The Role of Private Actors in Decision Making: Corporations and NGOs  

IV) Current Economic Policies the European Union, its conflicts and effects 

10) The Single Market Program 

11) Economic and industrial situation of Europe in the beginning of the 21st century

12) The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) under review

13) Competition and Industrial Policies: Theory, Cases and Analyses 

14) Consumer and Environmental Protection: Cases and Analyses

15) European Central Bank and the Monetary Union: basics, goals, effects 

16) EU’s Social and Cohesion Policy after enlargement: More labor market coordination?

17) Conflicting strategies? National economic policies and the EU

18) Review of the course
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