Queering Sexuality and Identity--Fall 2008
[情慾與認同政治的酷兒辯證] 

Fri. 14:10-17:00 ( T503 )

陳宜武 ( FL 723 )

Office Hours: ( to be announced )
Objectives: 
This proposed 2nd –year Master course attempts to delineate the critical/cultural landscape of what has come to be termed “The Post-Gender LGBTQ era.” Along the way, this course also hopes to re-create an intellectual and emotional scene, through the acts of reading, argument-making, and fantasizing, in which we can passionately join in the powerful and current dynamism and excitement, in the academia as well as in the streets, that often characterize work in this arena.

(A few words for the underlying theoretical ruminations….) 
Although I would very much like to freely hold them as self-evident, particularly for a graduate course like this one, the epistemological assumptions by which this course is initiated in the first place, and with which we will be playing awry, shall be put to test for more nuanced elaborations among the students as the course queerly proceeds. 

Some of these assumptions are: (1) instead of making the body a biological given or irrelevant, the relationship of the body to the psyche should always be critically and reflexively addressed; (2) the seemingly inevitable and stable oppositions between male and female sexuality should always be carefully investigated; (3) the hegemonic heteronormative assumptions about the continuities between anatomical sex, social gender, gender identity, sexual identity, sexual object choice, and sexual practice are also to be challenged; and (4) as a political result from the above inferential arguments, alternative sexual modalities other than the imperative heterosexuality should be de-pathologized and opened up as a more liberating and, therefore, queering terrain for the forthcoming era of transgenderism!    

While our reasoning foundations are being reassessed meta-critically, the activities as the core at the center of this course are anticipated to be touching exchanges of passionate critical sentiments derived from the assigned readings revolving around the theoretical trajectories where we witness the rise and fall of the historical and political controversies on gender. 

Course Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction
Weeks 2 & 3: Queering Feminist Identity Politics 
Weeks 4 & 5: Queering Femininity: Female Masculinity 
   Weeks 6: Queering Female Sexuality I → Lesbianism
 Week 7: Queering Female Sexuality II → Butch-Femme Dialectics
 Week 8: Queering Masculinity: Drag Queen Sexuality and Sissy Boy   Syndrome
Week: 9: Mid-Term Review Presentations
Week 10: Queering Monosexuality: Bisexual Politics
Weeks 11 & 12: Queering (Sexual) Pleasure: Gay & Lesbian S/M
 Weeks 13-16: Queering Gender Political Correctness, or Queering the Queer? Transsexuality and Transgender
